
ever been associated with,”
Danley said.

The state championship
was the fourth for the Reds
and their second in the last
four years. But this title was
harder to capture than a but-
terfly in a windstorm.

“This was the toughest one
by a lot,” Danley admitted.

The Reds, who won for the
23rd time in 25 games this
year, had to overcome the bril-
liant pitching of Tigers left-
hander Sean Thompson, one
of the state’s best pitchers in
any classification. Before you
read any further, let me fore-
warn you by saying this is not
a misprint. Thompson struck
out 24 Eaton hitters, that’s
right, 24 Reds in his 11 innings
on the mound. 

“If you told me that I was
going to win a game in which
we struck out 24 times, I
would have said, ‘You’re out of

your mind,’ ” Danley said.
“That just couldn’t happen.”

It did.
The Reds didn’t have the

lead until the 15th inning.
They had one foot in the
grave in the seventh inning
when Thompson needed one
strike with the bases loaded
and two out to win the title.
Thompson threw a wild pitch
that allowed Chris Swain to
score the tying run, sending
the game into extra innings.

For the first time in the
Reds’ four straight trips to the
finals, Danley couldn’t rely on
what he called the gorilla
baseball of the past, when his
offense would knock down
fences with King-Kong power.

This Eaton version of 2001
managed no extra base hits in
the 15 innings against Thomp-
son and reliever Patrick Hill,
but they played sparkling
defense by committing no

errors against the Tigers.
This Eaton title proved that

state championships are as
precious as a newborn baby.
During the Reds’ four-year
run of playing in state title
games, they lost once each to
Lamar and La Junta, and beat
each powerhouse from south-
eastern Colorado once. The
Reds have won 91 of their last
96 games since 1998, with two
of those losses coming in the
state title game.

Rumors that Danley would
retire after this season are not
true. The man who has been
the Reds’ head coach since
1972 has no plans to quit
coaching.

“This is what I do. I don’t
enjoy it just because we win,
but it’s something I enjoy
doing,” Danley said.

But another title game like
the 15-inning affair might just
do Danley in. He’s seen it all

during his coaching career,
but nothing like what he wit-
nessed Saturday.

“The pressure just built and
built and built. It was a char-
acter test for both teams and
they both passed,” said Dan-
ley, who won his 485th game
at Eaton and will surpass the
magical 500-win mark next
season. “It was a marathon. It
became less about talent and
more about the ability to go
up and grind. It was about
toughness. It wasn’t about tal-
ent after about the ninth or
10th inning.”

Yes, Danley will be back to
try to win a fifth state title
next season, even though he
aged 20 years in one game
before he could enjoy his
fourth. When Reds pitcher

Scott Souther struck out the
last batter for the final out, the
Fountain of Youth overcame
Danley.

“When the last out was
made, he was like a spring
chicken jumping around,”
Reds assistant coach Randy
Sparkman said. “He carried
me and picked me up off the
ground.”

Danley’s good for at least
another 20 years, which in
baseballspeak, is another 15-
inning, state-championship
marathon.

T.M. Fasano is a sports-
writer for the Greeley Tri-
bune. He can be reached at
352-0211, Ext. 287, or at
fasano@greeleytrib.com.
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At CARPET ONE the Memorial Day Flooring Sale isn’t a one
day SALE - it’s a 9 day SALE! That means there’s no better time than
right now to get your choice of floor fashion with up to 40% OFF.
CARPET ONE not only has the best selection in town on colors,

designs and textures, it’s also got some of the best brand names in the
world which means the quality and warranties you’re looking for. And
now with up to 40% OFF on selected carpet it’s the perfect time to be
looking. Limited Time Only, Save May 18 - 26.

Looking For Floor Fashions?
What A Perfect Time For A Sale!

LEES For Living® Plush
Enjoy years of long-lasting
performance. Backed by the
best warranties in the business.
Professional Installation Available
American Scene

$370
SQ.FT.

Bigelow® Plush Carpet
This carpet made of premium
DuPont STAINMASTER® fibers.
Includes 15-Year Wear Warranty*.
Professional Installation Available
Grand Image

$220
SQ.FT.

Exclusive Laminate
Authentic wood looks. Plus, get
a 25-Year Warranty* against
wear stains, fading and moisture.
Professional Installation Available

$249
SQ.FT.

Mannington Vinyl
Warm underfoot and easy to
clean. Available in a wide array
of patterns, textures and colors.
Professional Installation Available
Nature’s Choice Silver

$125
SQ.FT.

On select products. Subject to credit approval. No payments are
due during the Same as Cash (SAC) period; however, finance
charges will accrue. If the original purchase amount is paid in full
prior to the SAC expiration date, all accrued finance charges are
waived. If not paid prior to the SAC expiration date, all accrued
interest remains on the account and will continue to accrue until the
balance is paid. APR is 24% and minimum finance charge is $.50,
both of which may vary. Available for a limited time only at par-
ticipating dealers. See store for details. Not responsible for typo-
graphical errors. Not all products available at all locations.  *See
actual warranties at store for details.

1YEAR
NO INTEREST

NOPAYMENTS

DALES    CARPET ONE
OF GREELEY 330-3661Mon.-Fri. 8 a.m.-5:30 p.m. • Sat. 9 a.m.-5 p.m.

2500 W. 29th St. • Greeley, CO

in the Navy, serving in World
War II and Korea. “Those of us
who returned from World War
II were a bunch of happy
heroes and welcomed by
everyone. When I got back
from Korea, and the soldiers
returned from Vietnam, they
were never really recognized
for their courage.”

Buss, a Vietnam veteran
who served in the Marine
Corps, said that Armed Forces
Day is important to him and
other Vietnam veterans
because of the social climate in
America at the time of their
return.

“There were no parades
when we returned,” said the
Greeley native. “We felt cheat-
ed. That’s why things like this
make us feel appreciated.
None of the older guys hold
’Nam against us, and we relate
our experiences.”

State Sen. and U.S. Army
Veteran Dave Owen, R-Gree-
ley, said the Weld County Vet-
erans Memorial and Armed
Forces Day should bring out
civilian support for veterans.

“There are many people out
there who have no idea how
much our armed forces do for
this country,” he said. “We
keep this country free. That is
why I wish there were some
more young people and com-

munity members here. It
seems like only the vets appre-
ciate the other vets.

“I fought in two very unpop-
ular wars — Korea and Viet-
nam — and because of that,
having my name on this monu-
ment is the first time I have
been formally recognized for
my duties.” 

ARMED FORCES 
� The creation of Armed

Forces Day was announced
on Aug. 31, 1949, by Secre-
tary of Defense Louis John-
son. 

It was designed to
replace separate Air Force,
Army and Navy days. The
single-day celebration
stemmed from the unifica-
tion of the armed forces
under one department — the
Department of Defense. 

Armed Forces Day is
always celebrated on the
third Saturday in May.

Since the American Revo-
lutionary War, 42 million
Americans have served in
the U.S. Military.

For more information on
the Weld County Veterans
Memorial, contact Rick
Wertz at: (970)339-3458, or
Stan Cass at: (970)834-1231.  

Nation
FROM PAGE A1

VVEETTEERRAANNSS

BBEENNJJAAMMIINN  JJ..  WWOOOODDRRUUFFFF  // Greeley Tribune
Under a rainy, gray sky, members of the Colorado Air National
Guard Colorguard walk toward the Weld County Veterans
Memorial. The group performed in the Armed Forces Day cele-
bration Saturday at Bittersweet Park.

SSTTAATTEE  CCHHAAMMPPSS

Arkansas Trucking Associa-
tion, a trade group that has
pushed for the pilot program.

“The trucking industry
must stand on the sidelines
and watch these people enter
other professions or pursue
other careers,” Kidd said.

Safety advocates question
whether younger drivers, who
already are more likely to get
into accidents, should have the
chance to drive big trucks long
distances. Between 1993 and
2000, the amount of cargo car-
ried by trucks rose by 40 per-
cent, industry statistics show.

“You have more demand for
services with a shrinking
pool,” said Robert Hirsch,
president of the Truckload
Carriers Association, the trade
group for long-distance truck-
ers, which is pushing the pro-
gram. 

A safety advocate countered
that trucking companies can-
not find drivers because the
pay is too low.

“You’re talking about 60 and
70 hours of on-duty time,
sleeping at all times of the day
or night, being paid by the
mile,” said Jackie Gillan, vice
president for Advocates for
Highway and Auto Safety, a
group funded by consumer,
health, safety and insurance
organizations.

TTRRUUCCKKEERRSS
Museum
fails to sell
Mickey
drawings
ASSOCIATED PRESS 

NEW YORK — The pur-
ported first drawings of Mick-
ey Mouse — estimated to be
worth more than $3 million —
failed to sell at auction on Sat-
urday, leaving the museum
that owns them scrambling for
other ways to pay its debts.

The six-page, 36-panel sto-
ryboard was drawn for the
Walt Disney cartoon “Plane
Crazy” in 1928, International
Museum of Cartoon Art
founder Mort Walker said. In
the 9-inch-by-12-inch sheets,
the rodent reads the book
“How to Fly,” builds a plane,
flies it and crashes.

The museum offered the
Mickey drawings — the first
ever of the cartoon character,
according to Walker — and
hundreds of other items for sale
to defray nearly $2 million in
debt, most owed to a bank that
holds the museum’s mortgage.

Bidding for the storyboard,
which was valued at $3.2 mil-
lion to $3.7 million, started at
$400,000 during an auction at
the New York Historical Soci-
ety.

The price reached
$800,000, but the sale was put
on hold because the credibility
of the online bidder could not
be established, said Arlan
Ettinger, president of the auc-
tion house Guernsey’s.

Ettinger said Guernsey’s
was trying to contact the per-
son who made the second-
highest bid, $700,000.

Walker, who created the
Beetle Bailey comic strip,
hoped that the Mickey Mouse
exhibit would fetch at least the
$2 million needed to pay the
museum’s debts. Many of the
other drawings sold for less
than advertised, and many
more failed to sell. Guernsey’s
officials did not immediately
calculate how much money
the auction took in.

“We’re still in trouble. It’s
going to be tough,” Walker
said. “I’m very disappointed,
but we always move forward.”


