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he is in the right social circles
and athletically he is a great
athlete. He played basketball
and soccer and made impact in
both of those and the track
coaches wanted him to come
out for track. So that makes a
big impact when kids say he’s a
swimmer and that’s OK.”

Bruder started swimming
with the Greeley Swim Club
when he was 8. But when he
turned 14, he decided he had
had enough. He played basket-
ball all four years with the Wiz-
ards and played soccer his
freshman and sophomore years
in lieu of swimming.

“I swam five days a week two
or three hours a day and it just
got old,” Bruder said. “I needed
something new.”

Last season marked his
return and he felt refreshed

after the break. Nevertheless,
he felt the pressure more this
season.

“This year I felt more pres-
sure because of what I did last
season,” Bruder said. “It might
have hurt me in the long run,
but I can’t make excuses. But
there was a lot more pressure
this season. I could feel it.”

But he also knew it was his
time to step up.

“Being a senior, it just felt
right to be a leader and help the
guys out,” Bruder said. “The
team was really supportive in
all areas and we swam fast.”

And that is all that the Brud-
er and Scott could ask for in
their last meet together.

� VALLEY … Bruder was
not the only one to walk away
with something to smile about.
Valley senior Ricky Alvarado

had two school records to cele-
brate the end of his high school
career.

The Vikings’ 200-yard med-
ley relay team of Alvarado, Eric
Lind, Jay Brewer and Ezra
Waterland broke the record
with a time of 1:50.42 to finish
11th overall.

The 200 freestyle relay team
of Alvarado, Lind, Dayne
Schafer and Kameron Peschal
did the same with a time of
1:37.98 to take 12th.

It was a special moment for
the senior, who had battled
through the rough times with
the Vikings. Valley hadn’t had a
state qualifier in a swimming
event since 1995.

“I never expected this would
happen,” Alvarado said. “When
I joined the swim team, I never
expected to take it this far. It’s

amazing the season we had and
what this team did.”

Valley coach Lynn Painter
gave his only senior the highest
of praise.

“His leadership from his jun-
ior year on just helped this team
and make it what it is,” Painter
said. “His leadership this year
as a senior is phenomenal. I
haven’t had a leader like Ricky
ever. He brought the guys
together, showed them how
important it is to train hard and
he worked toward a goal. That
is why these guys are here.”

The praise meant more than
anything to Alvarado.“It makes
you feel good,” Alvarado said.
“Painter and I have a good
friendship. He’s more than just
my coach. He’s a good friend,
too.”

� OTHER 4A NOTES …

Bruder and Scott have some-
thing else in common as they
walk away — golden hair. The
whole Windsor team kept with
tradition and dyed their hair
gold for the state meet, but this
was the first time Scott joined
in.

“I kind of got talked into it,”
Scott said.

Fort Lupton diver Dustin
Chavez, the first Bluedevils’
boys athlete to qualify for the
state meet in seven years, made
the finals and took 14th overall
with a score of 276.50.

Northridge’s first state-quali-
fier in swimming, Nick Hagen-
lock, finished 14th in the 100
backstroke in 1:00.27.

� 5A PRELIMINARIES …
Greeley Central swimmer Tate
Pflueger will get his chance to
defend his state title in the 100

breaststroke after a strong per-
formance in preliminaries Fri-
day morning. Pflueger posted a
time of 58.68 seconds to earn
the No. 2 seed heading into
today’s 4 p.m. championship
finals … Greeley West’s Brian
Getz was the only other Weld
County swimmer in an individ-
ual event to finish in the top
eight and make the champi-
onship finals. He did so with
the seventh-fastest time of
55.98. 

West’s A.J. Griess (50
freestyle) and Central’s Dan
Burgess (100 butterfly) made
the consolation finals.

West and Central both made
the championship finals of the
200 medley relay. The Wildcats
are seeded sixth and the Spar-
tans eighth.

CCllaassss  55AA
FFOORRTT  CCOOLLLLIINNSS  ——    RReessuullttss  FFrriiddaayy  ffrroomm  tthhee  CCllaassss

55AA  SSttaattee  HHiigghh  SScchhooooll  sswwiimmmmiinngg  cchhaammppiioonnsshhiippss..
QQuuaalliiffiieerrss  ffoorr  SSaattuurrddaayy’’ss  ffiinnaallss

220000--yyaarrdd  mmeeddlleeyy  rreellaayy  ——  Regis 1:39.29, Thomp-
son Valley 1:39.40, Cherry Creek 1:39.63, Fairview
1:39.89, Loveland 1:41.10, GGrreeeelleeyy  CCeennttrraall  11::4411..3399,,
Heritage 1:41.45, GGrreeeelleeyy  WWeesstt  11::4422..4422..  

220000  ffrreeeessttyyllee  ——  J.D. White, Longmont, 1:41.58;
Cameron Dye, Fairview, 1:43.61; Jason Gordan, Lit-
tleton, 1:45.28; Erik Ringdahl, Longmont, 1:45.32;
Bryan Ellis, Smoky Hill, 1:45.91; Sam Taylor, Grand-
view, 1:46.03; Brett Baker, Cherry Creek, 1:46.08;
Kyle Rahrig, Regis, 1:46.45. 220000  iinnddiivviidduuaall  mmeeddlleeyy  ——
Noah Pavlakovich, Regis, 1:57.50; Derek Shaw,
Smoky Hill, 1:58.24; Sean Biedermann, Rampart,
1:58.28; Daniel Petersen, Littleton, 1:58.77; David
DeHart, Fairview, 1:58.91; Bobby Kysela, Heritage,
1:59.66; Ryan Caple, Heritage, 2:00.89; Dan Jones,
Thompson Valley, 2:01.13. 5500  ffrreeeessttyyllee  ——  Nick
Kaluk, George Washington, 20.96; Ryan Anderson,
Cherry Creek, 21.90; Bryce Perica, Longmont, 22.38;
Kyle Danforth, Loveland, 22.39; Jordan O’Brien,
Durango, 22.54; Michael Nesladek, Arvada, 22.80;
Adam Yormack, Heritage, 22.81; Spees Oliver, Cher-
ry Creek, 22.84. 110000  bbuutttteerrffllyy  ——  Jason Tanaka,
Regis, 52.71; Tim Hoban, Eaglecrest, 53.32; Andy
Halbe, Arapahoe, 53.83; Jason Gordan, Littleton,
54.21; Luke Tursick, George Washington, 54.57;
Brian Stanback, Fort Collins, 54.59; Kale Wayman,
Longmont, 55.00; Tom Canny, Regis, 55.25. 110000

ffrreeeessttyyllee  ——  J.D. White, Longmont, 46.25; Nick Kaluk,
George Washington, 47.57; Sam Taylor, Grandview,
48.29; Jordan O’Brien, Durango, 48.40; Brett Baker,
Cherry Creek, 48.58; Bryce Perica, Longmont, 48.68;
Kyle Rahrig, Regis, 49.18; Daniel Petersen, Littleton,
49.51. 550000  ffrreeeessttyyllee  ——  Bryan Ellis, Smoky Hill,
4:45.99; Rick Denney, Arapahoe, 4:47.94; Jesse
Wabeke, Thompson Valley, 4:48.12; Cameron Dye,
Fairview, 4:49.01; Derek Shaw, Smoky Hill, 4:49.20;
Andy McCaliley, Smoky Hill, 4:50.43; Matt Seymour,
Arapahoe, 4:54.78; Scott Sheridan, Regis, 4:56.07.
220000  ffrreeeessttyyllee  rreellaayy  ——  Longmont 1:28.17, Cherry
Creek 1:28.59, George Washington 1:28.63, Thomp-
son Valley 1:28.91, Fairview 1:29.76, Littleton
1:29.98, Regis 1:30.15, Loveland 1:30.88. 110000  bbaacckk--
ssttrrookkee  ——  David DeHart, Fairview, 53.13; Spees Oliv-
er, Cherry Creek, 54.00; Casey Lowdermilk, Regis,
54.78; Evan Kennel, Boulder, 55.33; Ben Howard,
Fairview, 55.34; Peter Larsen, Rampart, 55.86; BBrriiaann
GGeettzz,,  GGrreeeelleeyy  WWeesstt,,  5555..9988;;  Dan Thomas, Regis,
56.23. 110000  bbrreeaassttssttrrookkee  ——  Noah Pavlakovich, Regis,
57.98; TTaattee  PPfflluueeggeerr,,  GGrreeeelleeyy  CCeennttrraall,,  5588..6688;;  Kyle
Miranda, Monarch, 58.71; Bobby Kysela, Heritage,
1:00.33; Erik Ringdahl, Longmont, 1:01.18; Bryan
McCormick, Regis, 1:01.35; Alan DeBacker,
Fairview, 1:02.30; Danny Keeling, Standley Lake,
1:03.12. 440000  ffrreeeessttyyllee  rreellaayy  ——  Longmont 3:13.75,
Thompson Valley 3:16.07, Regis 3:17.97, George
Washington 3:18.28, Littleton 3:18.31, Fairview
3:19.00, Arapahoe 3:19.02, Cherry Creek 3:20.38.

WWeelldd  CCoouunnttyy  FFiinniisshheerrss

220000  mmeeddlleeyy  rreellaayy — 6, Greeley Central (Andy Fog-
arty, Tate Pflueger, Dan Burgess, Rory Craven)
1:39.89; 8, Greeley West (Brian Getz, Levi Bell, A.J.
Griess, Andy Bagley) 1:42.42.

220000  ffrreeeessttyyllee — 13. Burgess (GCHS) 1:49.59.
220000  iinnddiivviidduuaall  mmeeddlleeyy — 28. Bell (GWHS) 2:11.94.
5500  ffrreeeessttyyllee  — 11. Griess (GWHS) 22.97; 26.

Bagley (GWHS) 23.42; 28. Craven (GCHS) 23.50.
110000  bbuutttteerrffllyy — 21. Burgess (GCHS) 56.75.
110000  ffrreeeessttyyllee — 39. Dorian Thomas (GCHS) 52.01.
550000  ffrreeeessttyyllee — 23. Fogarty (GCHS) 5:15.43.
220000  ffrreeeessttyyllee  rreellaayy — 11. Greeley Central (Craven,

Pflueger, Thomas, Burgess) 1:32.64; 13. Greeley
West (Bell, Griess, Bagley, Luke Williams) 1:33.93.

110000  bbaacckkssttrrookkee  — 7. Getz (GWHS) 55.98; 19. Fog-
arty (GCHS) 59.55.

110000  bbrreeaassttssttrrookkee  — 2. Pflueger (GCHS) 58.68; 20.
Bell (GWHS) 1:05.55; 30. Bagley (GWHS) 1:06.73.

440000  ffrreeeessttyyllee  rreellaayy  — 19. Greeley Central (Fogar-
ty, Thomas, Craven, Pflueger) 3:34.41; 24. Greeley
West (Getz, Bryon Budensiek, Greg Gentle,
Williams) 3:36.77.

CCllaassss  44AA
FFOORRTT  CCOOLLLLIINNSS  ——  RReessuullttss  FFrriiddaayy  ffrroomm  tthhee  CCllaassss

44AA  SSttaattee  HHiigghh  SScchhooooll  sswwiimmmmiinngg  cchhaammppiioonnsshhiippss..
TTeeaamm  ssccoorreess  ——  Cheyenne Mountain 311, Mullen

296.5, Evergreen 233, Niwot 225, Estes Park 211,
Montrose 192, Pueblo Centennial 136, Broomfield
131, Brighton 95, Glenwood Springs 68, Summit 67,
Liberty 52.5, La Junta 49, Englewood 37, Pueblo

South 37, Mitchell 28, Pine Creek 27, VVaalllleeyy  2222,,
Fountain-Fort Carson 19, Windsor 17, Pueblo East
17, Pueblo County 13, Sterling 10, Adams City 9,
Harrison 6, Moffat County 4, FFoorrtt  LLuuppttoonn  33,,  NNoorrtthh--
rriiddggee  33,,  Ralston Valley 2.

220000--yyaarrdd  mmeeddlleeyy  rreellaayy  ——  Mullen (Scott Young,
Tony Hassman, Ryan Pond, Scott Patrick) 1:37.70;
Estes Park 1:39.25; Niwot 1:39.67; Evergreen
1:42.11; Cheyenne Mountain 1:42.24; Pueblo Cen-
tennial 1:42.48; Brighton 1:45.37; Montrose 1:46.82.
220000  ffrreeeessttyyllee  ——  Eric Wiesner, Montrose, 1:40.16
(new Class 4A record, previous record 1:42.94 by
Wiesner in 2000); Caleb Johnson, Mullen, 1:43.97;
Dominic Didomenico, La Junta, 1:45.33; Chris
Holmes, Cheyenne Mountain, 1:46.76; Scott Harri-
son, Cheyenne Mountain, 1:47.11; Roger Burleigh,
Evergreen, 1:47.84; Luke Holzmann, Englewood,
1:48.50; Tom Pulk, Mullen, 1:48.55. 220000  iinnddiivviidduuaall
mmeeddlleeyy  ——  Stephen Maxfield, Cheyenne Mountain,
1:54.60; Nate Rothman, Evergreen, 1:54.78; Bryce
Peterson, Niwot, 2:00.19; Phil Brown, Estes Park,
2:00.94; Zach Rhue, Cheyenne Mountain, 2:01.21;
Jeremy Hurshman, Montrose, 2:01.65; Mark Vis-
nack, Pueblo Centennial, 2:03.04; Russell Payne,
Broomfield, 2:04.98. 5500  ffrreeeessttyyllee  ——  Blake Foltz,
Cheyenne Mountain, 21.19; Scott Young, Mullen,
21.34; Travis Guy, Estes Park, 22.42; Ryan Jervis,
Glenwood Springs, 22.74; Joey Cohen, Cheyenne
Mountain, 22.75; Mario Didomenico, La Junta, 23.07;
Joe Buzas, Niwot, 23.08; John Bales, Brighton, 23.31.
DDiivviinngg  ——  Nick O’Quin, Pueblo South, 412.85 points;

Ty Billings, Niwot, 388.20; Ryan Watson, Cheyenne
Mountain, 364.15; Andrew Coup, Brighton, 361.45;
Victor Wagner, Broomfield, 337.70; David Porter,
Pine Creek, 330.75; Jason Warenski, Pueblo South,
326.50; Bryce Engstrom, Broomfield, 323.10. 110000
bbuutttteerrffllyy  ——  Travis Kummer, Niwot, 51.08 (new Class
4A record, previous record 51.85 by Paul Krell,
Mullen, 1999); Caleb Johnson, Mullen, 51.64; Zach
Rhue, Cheyenne Mountain, 52.40; Roger Burleigh,
Evergreen, 53.15; Jason Mraule, Montrose, 53.34;
Brian Colvert, Mitchell, 53.68; Chris Holmes,
Cheyenne Mountain, 53.83; Andrew Brand, Ever-
green, 53.86. 110000  ffrreeeessttyyllee  ——  Blake Foltz, Cheyenne
Mountain, 46.68; Travis Wolther, Pueblo Centennial,
46.80; Phil Brown, Estes Park, 48.92; Bryce Peterson,
Niwot, 48.98; Ryan Lowe, Summit, 49.52; Colin
Laughery, Niwot, 49.91; Tom Pulk, Mullen, 49.95;
James Davis, Broomfield, 50.43. 550000  ffrreeeessttyyllee  ——  Eric
Wiesner, Montrose, 4:42.45 (new Class 4A record,
previous record 4:43.73 by Wiesner, 2000); Luke
Holzmann, Englewood, 4:51.69; Scott Harrison,
Cheyenne Mountain, 4:53.60; Dominic Didomenico,
La Junta, 4:53.83; Rob Gartland, Mullen, 5:09.81; Ben
Janos, Pueblo East, 5:12.08; Jason Rose, Evergreen,
5:14.47; Will Carspecken, Estes Park, 5:15.96. 220000
ffrreeeessttyyllee  rreellaayy  ——  Cheyenne Mountain (Blake Foltz,
Joey Cohen, Stephen Maxfield, Zach Rhue) 1:27.29
(new Class 4A record, previous record 1:27.57,
Mullen, 1999); Mullen 1:28.50; Montrose 1:28.81;
Niwot 1:30.16; Evergreen 1:30.74; Estes Park
1:32.68; Broomfield 1:33.68; Brighton 1:33.78. 110000

bbaacckkssttrrookkee  ——  Scott Young, Mullen, 51.42; Nate
Rothman, Evergreen, 51.67; Jason Mraule, Mon-
trose, 54.78; Brian Colvert, Mitchell, 55.70; Russell
Payne, Broomfield, 56.59; Mike Lahey, Niwot, 56.71;
Jeremy Hurshman, Montrose, 56.76; Stefan Mullen,
Estes Park, 58.34. 110000  bbrreeaassttssttrrookkee  ——  Travis Kum-
mer, Niwot, 57.80; Travis Wolther, Pueblo Centenni-
al, 57.81; Tony Hassman, Mullen 1:00.67; Stephen
Maxfield, Cheyenne Mountain, 1:00.84; Ryan Lowe,
Summit, 1:03.60; Mark Reid, Estes Park, 1:03.92;
Scott Patrick, Mullen, 1:03.94; Matt Anfield, Estes
Park, 1:04.34. 440000  ffrreeeessttyyllee  rreellaayy  ——  Cheyenne
Mountain (Chris Holmes, Stephen Maxfield, Zach
Rhue, Blake Foltz) 3:10.78 (new Class 4A record,
previous record 3:12.63 bullen, 1999); Mullen
3:11.38; Montrose 3:12.47; Niwot 3:17.29; Evergreen
3:17.42; Pueblo Centennial 3:19.88; Estes Park
3:23.84; Broomfield 3:24.47.

WWeelldd  CCoouunnttyy  FFiinniisshheerrss
220000--yyaarrdd  mmeeddlleeyy  rreellaayy — 11. Valley (Ricky Alvara-

do, Eric Lind, Jay Brewer, Ezra Waterland) 1:50.42.
5500  ffrreeeessttyyllee  — 11. Chris Bruder (Windsor) 23.73. 
11--mmeetteerr  ddiivviinngg — 14. Dustin Chavez (Fort Lupton)

276.50.
110000  ffrreeeessttyyllee  — 14. Bruder (Windsor) 51.60.
220000  ffrreeeessttyyllee  rreellaayy — 12. Valley (Alvarado, Lind,

Dayne Schafer, Kameron Peschal) 1:37.98.
110000  bbaacckkssttrrookkee — 14. Nick Hagenlock (North-

ridge) 1:00.27.
440000  ffrreeeessttyyllee  rreellaayy  — 13. Windsor (Bruder, Bled-

soe, Carey, Corey Hardwick) 3:38.63.

stateswimming
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SSWWIIMMMMIINNGG

FROM PAGE C1

FROM PAGE C1

EEAATTOONN  WWIINNSS

better. Aaron Kelly is one of
those. That’s a real compli-
ment to him. You don’t find
enough kids who are able to do
that.”

Kelly improved to 7-1 and
lowered his ERA to 1.66.

“I really wanted to win this
game bad. It’s my senior year
and I wanted to help the team
out a lot,” said Kelly, who has-
n’t walked a batter in his last
two starts over 14 innings. “I
was really focused. We’re
exactly where we want to be.”

Danley said Kelly is in a
zone.

“He knows how to lock in.
He gets what we call in the
tunnel, and he knows how to
stay there,” Danley said. “He’s
alone in the dugout even when
he’s surrounded by 25 guys.
That’s the kind of focus that it
takes to give that kind of a per-
formance in a big game like
this with all the media atten-
tion.”

Kelly was in the zone from
the moment he stepped on the
bus in Eaton Friday morning.

“I don’t think he said a word
on the way down here on the
bus,” Eaton first baseman Todd
Stanclift said. “Then he comes
out here and shows everybody
and leads the team.”

Kelly doesn’t have to talk.
He does that on the field.

“I just go out there and do
what I have to do. My team-
mates know that, and they do
all the talking for me,” Kelly
said.

Kelly, a senior who is start-
ing in his first full year of var-
sity ball, knows what he wants
when Danley hands him the
ball.

“Throughout the whole
game I was able to put my fast-
ball wherever I wanted to,”
said Kelly, who struck out
seven Cougars and gave up
three harmless singles. “Early
in the game I had no control of
my knuckle curve, but I went
down in the bullpen and threw
it some more.”

Kelly controlled the game
for the Reds, who had numer-
ous chances to break the game
open against Cougars starter
John Penny, but weren’t able to
get the big hit.

“He pitched a good ball-
game. He was mixing up pitch-
es,” said Cougars coach John
Hrovat, whose team dropped
to 20-4. “They made some
good plays, and he didn’t walk
anybody.”

� GAME NOTES … Danley
will lead Eaton into its ninth
state title game in 11 years. ...
The Reds seemed like they had
thousands of chances to score
runs, but the Cougars kept get-
ting out of trouble. The Reds
didn’t score a run in the sec-
ond inning with the bases
loaded and no outs. With run-
ners on second and third and
no outs in the third, the Reds
managed to score two runs
thanks to two Burlington
errors, a run-scoring balk and
just one hit. The Reds scored
another run in the fourth after
loading the bases with no outs.
And in the fifth, the Reds
failed to score after they had
first and second with no outs.
“We were in the ball game with
them,” Hrovat said. “The
errors (4) and the walks (4)
came back to haunt us. You
can’t give a good team runs
like that because they just get
tougher.” Stanclift said there
are days when the hits don’t
fall in. “You rope the ball to the
best of your ability, and it goes
straight in their glove,” Stan-
clift said. “There’s nothing you
can do about that.” … Reds No.
3 hitter Branden Trujillo had 2
RBI, while Scott Souther
(triple) and Tyler Tateyama
(double) were the only Reds
with extra base hits. … Kelly
faced 24 Cougars, just three
batters over the minimum. No
one reached second base for
the Cougars.

CCllaassss  33AA  BBaasseebbaallll  SSttaattee  SSeemmiiffiinnaallss
EEaattoonn  55,,  BBuurrlliinnggttoonn  00

BBHHSS 000000 000000 00 —— 00 33 44
EEHHSS 000022 110022 xx —— 55 66 00

BHS - John Penny(L, 8-2, 5H, 3ER, 4BB, 2SO),
Braden Schaal (6th, 1H, 0ER, 0BB, 0SO) and Greg
Peterson.

EHS - Aaron Kelly (W, 7-1, 3H, 0ER, 0BB, 7SO) and
Justin Ginther. 2B - Tyler Tateyama. 3B - Scott
Souther. RBI - Branden Trujillo 2, Chris Swain,
Tateyama.

LLaa  JJuunnttaa  1133,,  LLaammaarr  11
LLHHSS 000000 0011 —— 11 33 55
LLJJHHSS 335511 44xx —— 1133 1144 33

LHS - A.J. Aguilera (L, 8-2, 14H, 6ER, 0BB, 4SO)
and Casey Wilger. 2B - Dalton Kerr.

LJHS - Sean Oquist (W, 5-1, 3H, 0ER, 0BB, 4SO)
and Jace Nimmo. 2B - Darrick Lopez, Aaron Karney,
Mike Ruiz, Russell Coates. 3B - Ruiz. RBI - Nimmo 3,
Josh Ortiz 2, Karney, Patrick Hill, Sean Thompson.

BBEENNJJAAMMIINN  JJ..  WWOOOODDRRUUFFFF  // Greeley Tribune
Eaton’s Chris Swain dives after a ball hit down the third base line during the Reds’ 5-0 victory over Burlington. With Fri-
day’s win, Eaton advances to today’s Class 3A state championship game against La Junta at All-City Stadium in Denver.

Aces square off for title
BY T.M. FASANO
Greeley Tribune

DENVER — The best left-
hander in southeastern Col-
orado takes on the ace up
north.

Oh, baby, this should be a
fun one to watch.

La Junta
Tigers’ south-
paw Sean
Thompson, he
of the fastball 
in the mid-80s

with the nasty bender, takes
on Eaton Reds right-hander
Craig Ayers, he of the fright-
ening knuckle curveball who
has won 16 of 17 varsity deci-
sions, in the Class 3A Baseball
State Championship game at
9:30 a.m. today at All-City Sta-
dium in Denver.

Both pitchers have micro-
scopic earned-run averages
— Ayers (0.76), Thompson
(0.54). Both average nearly
two strikeouts per inning —
Ayers (100 strikeouts in 551⁄3

innings), Thompson (123

strikeouts in 65 innings).
It’s the second straight year

Eaton (22-2) and La Junta (21-
4) will play for the 3A state
title. La Junta stormed back
from a 6-0 deficit in last year’s
championship game to win 7-
6 for its fifth state title. 

Thompson, only a junior,
pitched the final three innings
last year to pick up the win
over the Reds. Ayers, a senior,
pitched the day before in the
Reds’ 10-0 semifinal win over
Buena Vista.

Neither pitched in the
semifinals Friday at Regis
University when Eaton beat
Burlington, 5-0, and La Junta
rolled over Lamar, 13-1, in five
innings. 

“Both of us took calculated
risks. It should be a good

game going ace against ace,”
Tigers coach Mark Lowther
said. “That’s the way a state
championship should be.”

Danley is looking for a real
low-scoring title game.

“It’s a game where some-
one’s going to have to stick
out a bat and win it late in the
game,” said Danley, whose
team went back to Eaton Fri-
day. “High school hitters do
not catch up with either
Ayers’ curveball or Thomp-
son’s fastball with any regular-
ity. It should be a great pitch-
ing duel.”

Thompson comes into the
game with a definite swagger.
He also has an arm that many
think is one of the best in any
classification from a part of
the state that produces Major

League Baseball pitchers as
fast as farmers grow melons.

“I’m ready. Definitely. I’ve
been waiting for it all season,”
Thompson said. “We knew it
was going to be us and Eaton.
It was a given that Eaton
would be there.”

Thompson said he would
have liked some innings in the
semifinals, but he also likes
the fact that he’ll start today.

“I want Eaton. I want to
start that game so there is no
chance of us getting down,”
Thompson said. “We won it
last year, but they pretty much
gave up the game. We didn’t
win it by ourselves. They gave
it to us. We’re definitely going
to take this one by ourselves
this year.”

Ayers enters the game
knowing this will be his last
game in an Eaton uniform.

“It’ll be great. For the last
year, I’ve been thinking that I
might end up pitching in the
state championship game,”
Ayers said. “We got here. Here
we go.”

PITCHING SHOWDOWN
NNaammee TTeeaamm WW LL IIPP SSOO BBBB EERRAA

Craig Ayers Eaton 7 1 55 1⁄3 100 20 0.76

Sean Thompson La Junta 9 2 65 123 43 0.54

class
3A
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