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ON THIS DATE: On May 19, 1992, the 
University baseball team defeated Denver

Christian, 12-8, to win the Class 3A State
Baseball Championship at All-City

Stadium. The Bulldogs were led
by a strong effort from pitch-

er Paul Carpenter, who
threw 154 pitches.  
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MOTOR CITY
BLUES

Avs goalie Patrick Roy
reacts to the first of three
goals by Detroit’s Darren
McCarty’s as referee Don

Koharski signals the goal in
game 1 of the Western Con-
ference finals in Detroit. The
Red Wings beat the Avs, 5-3,

Saturday to take a 1-0 lead
in the series.
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The Tri-City Mustangs play host to the
Colorado Springs Koalas in United
Women’s Football League action. Get
complete coverage in Monday’s Tribune.
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BALTIMORE — War Emblem is ver-
satile after all, and his victory in the
Preakness Stakes has trainer Bob Baffert
back in the Triple Crown chase.

The ornery Kentucky Derby winner
didn’t lead all the way this time, but he
held on for a three-quarter length victo-
ry Saturday to set up a shot at the Triple
Crown in three weeks.

“I like my chances, the third time’s a
charm,” Baffert said, hoping his black
colt can win the Belmont Stakes and
become the first thoroughbred since

Affirmed in 1978 to win racing’s biggest
prize. “We started with Silver Charm ...
if it’s meant to be, it’s meant to be.”

On June 8, Baffert will get his third
chance in six years to win a Triple
Crown. And it’s all because War
Emblem showed up in his barn just five
weeks ago, thanks to a last-minute pur-
chase by Baffert’s friend, Saudi Prince
Ahmed bin Salman.

“Today he showed a dimension that
nobody thought he had — take the heat

Kentucky Derby winner
will go for Triple Crown■ LIFE OF A MUCKER: The

Red Wings’ Kirk Maltby is the
sort of feisty hockey player
who is always getting
whacked in the face.

Mitch Albom of the Free
Press decided to ask him a
few questions.

“Were you a fighter in
school?”

“Oh, no,” Maltby said. “I
never got suspended.”

“I didn’t ask if you got sus-
pended,” Albom said.

“Well,” Maltby said with a
smile. “Everyone deserves
detention once in a while.”

BY AMY WEIMER
gtsports@greeleytrib.com

PUEBLO — University’s Dimma
Kalu wasn’t sure if she had won the
100-meter dash at Saturday’s Class 3A
State Track and Field Meet at Dutch
Clark Stadium.

Machebeuf’s Shaquada Robinson
was positive she had won the event. 

It was close.
Suddenly claiming a couple of

state titles didn’t look nearly as easy
for Kalu.

But when it came time to receive
the medals, Robin-
son, only a freshman,
had a big disappoint-
ment waiting for her.

The official
results were in.
Kalu, a sophomore,
had won the 100-
meter run state title
by one-hundreths of
a second with a time
of 12.41. Later in the
day, Kalu would go
on to defend last
year’s state title in
the 200 and help the
Bulldogs to a fourth-
place team finish.
Hotchkiss claimed
the 3A team title
with 57 points, while
Julesburg won the
2A team title with 59
points.

Robinson stood
on the medals stand
with a somber look.
Kalu danced around
with her sister, 
Nomnso, another Bulldog runner,
after hearing she had won the 100, an
event that she placed second in last
year.

“I’m disappointed in the results. I
don’t believe they are accurate,”
Robinson said. “But next year, I’m
going to come back stronger.”

But even though Robinson was dis-
appointed, she admitted that Kalu
helped her through the season.

“It is truly great running with
Dimma and her sister,” Robinson
said. “Without them, I wouldn’t run
the times that I do.”

And without Robinson, Kalu
wouldn’t have posted the times that
she did at state.

After falling a bit behind in the
beginning of the race and almost
tripping, Kalu had to pick up the
pace.

“I lost to a senior last year and got
second place. I didn’t want to lose to
a freshman this year,” Kalu said.

Going into the race, Kalu knew it
was possible that Robinson could
beat her at state. Robinson had
handed Kalu her only loss during the
regular season by beating her in the
Fort Lupton Bluedevils Classic.

“I’ve been worrying about this
race for three weeks now,” Kalu said.

But that wouldn’t be all of the
neck-and-neck action Kalu would
have to muster in one day.

She would have to face Robinson
in the 200 as she tried to defend her
title.

“I started to slow down, and then I
saw Shaquada come up from behind,

See PREAKNESS, Page C12

PHOTOS BY JIM RYDBOM / jrydbom@greeleytrib.com
The Eaton High School baseball team celebrates its Class 3A State Baseball Championship victory in a dog pile. The Reds defeated Denver Christ-
ian, 12-0, at Denver All-City Stadium on Saturday. This is the second straight year that the Reds have won the 3A state title. 

BY SAMUEL G. MUSTARI
mustari@greeleytrib.com

DENVER — Jim Danley gave an hon-
est answer to an inquiring question.

How did his Eaton High School
baseball team, inexperienced,
unassuming and clearly the
underdog, beat the senior-
dominated, talent-laden Den-
ver Christian Crusaders, 12-0,
for the Class 3A state baseball
title Saturday afternoon?

“I don’t know,” said Danley
with a blank stare through his
steely-blue eyes. “Can you believe
these kids?”

There weren’t many who would have
believed the Reds (22-3) would upset
the top-ranked Crusaders, winners of 23
straight.

Eaton right-hander Lee Griffith, who
teased the Crusaders all day with a vari-

ety of breaking pitches, envisioned a
dog pile at the pitcher’s mound in his
dreams Friday night.

“I was dreaming it, and I just wanted
to be in that dog pile,” Griffith said.

As unexpecting as Eaton’s dom-
inance was the play of reserve
first baseman Eric Kelly, who
launched an Andy Draayer
fastball 400 feet over the left-
centerfield fence for a three-
run homer in the third to give

Eaton a 9-0 lead.
“I’m not really even a home-

run hitter,” said the 6-foot-3, 240-
pound Kelly. “I’ve only hit two in sum-

mer baseball, and I still take a lot of kid-
ding from my teammates.

“I didn’t know it was out, but when I
got to first base, Coach (Randy) Spark-

C L A S S  3 A  S T A T E  B A S E B A L L Bulldog
wins two
at state

Eaton head
baseball

coach Jim
Danley, right,
gets a victory

hug from 
senior Dylan
Ramer after
the Class 3A

State Baseball
Championship

game.
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University runner
finds motivation 
in top competition

Eaton throws Denver Christian for a curve to win state title
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