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Finding a place

Placekicker hopes to stay in Denver
BY NICK DECICCO
gtsports@greeleytrib.com 

Even as he walked off of the Butler-
Hancock Fieldhouse practice field
Saturday morning, Jason Elam
was reminded of his situation.

“You’re my favorite Bron-
cos player,” a fan said as he
signed an autograph on a
ballcap with a Sharpie pen.
“I hope they give you the
contract you want.” 

The Denver Broncos
placekicker smiled in
response and thanked the
fan, knowing all-to-well that’s
something he hopes for too. 

For Elam, the offseason ended
less than two weeks ago on July 25 
— the day players were to report to
camp in Greeley — when the 32-year-old
veteran signed a one-year, $1.5 million
deal which keeps the Broncos all-time
leading scorer in the orange and blue for
at least one more season. 

But it’s the way Denver went about it
that tied Elam’s hand. The two-time
Super Bowl champs chose Elam as the
team’s one and only “franchise player”
during the offseason, a tag thrown on

him so he wouldn’t become an unre-
stricted free agent.

Elam is hoping for a multi-year deal
that keeps him and his family in Denver 

for years to come and believes his
service with the Broncos war-

rants a contract that puts him
in the top of the league.
Miami’s Olindo Mare, who
has a contract for $12 mil-
lion for six years plus a
$2.5 million signing bonus,
and Tampa Bay’s Martin
Grammatica, who will
make $13 million during six

years, are the two highest
paid NLF kickers. 

Despite participating in mini-
camp and practices all summer

with the Broncos, Elam doesn’t 
feel it’s a deal the team owes him. 

“I don’t think I’d put it like that,” Elam
said. “I’ve always felt like there was a
right way to handle this and a wrong way
to handle this, and I wanted to handle it 
correctly, and I feel like I’ve done every-
thing I can in good faith. All I can hope
for is that they value me and that they
want to keep me around here, but that’s
their decision, and I’ll have to live with it
either way.” 

The path of staying in Denver is
Elam’s preferred road. 

“I feel like I’ve got a good relationship
with the just about everybody — I think
— in the organization,” he said. “It sure
would be nice to finish things out here.” 

Should both sides not give him the
deal for which he’s asking, Elam will
regrettably pack his bags. 

TRIBUNE FILE PHOTO
Denver Broncos kicker Jason Elam falls to the ground as he reacts to missing what would have been a NFL record 64-yard
field goal near the end of the first half at INVESCO Field at Mile High last season against the New York Giants. Elam signed
a one year, $1.5 million contract to play this season for the Broncos but will be asking for a much larger and longer contract
in 2003.
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The Broncos will
practice at 8:45

a.m. and 2:45 p.m.
at the practice field

near 20th Street
and 17th Avenue.
Times are subject

to change. For
more information
on training camp,

call 351-1099.

“It’s going to be
interesting to see

what Portis can do
this season. He

could be the
fastest one out

there.”

HEARD 
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HEARD 

AT CAMP

5
Number of days until
the Denver Broncos’

first game.

7
Number of days it

takes for the 
Broncos equipment

staff to set up camp.

1
Number of days it

takes for the 
equipment staff to

tear down camp
because they have

to set up for the next
morning’s practice.

76,125
Number of seats at

INVESCO Field at
Mile High.

14
Number of playoff

berths for the 
Broncos.

TODAY 
AT CAMP

TODAY 
AT CAMP

ondeck
It looks like musical
chairs out at 
Broncos camp. With
the many changes
the defensive line
has faced, how are
they faring with
their new roles?
Find out in 
Tuesday’s Tribune.
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Check out how

Weld County 
drivers fared in
this weekend’s

races.
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lighterside
■ NEW SIDE: Kansas City Star columnist

Jason Whitlock considers Chiefs’ running back
Priest Holmes a bit of an enigma. When sur-
rounded by reporters, Holmes doesn’t offer
much in interviews but he showed a different
side this summer when he performed with a
couple of teammates at the Jim Rome Tour
Stop in Kansas City. “The dignified and deeply
religious Holmes grabbed the microphone and
transformed himself into Wu-Tang Chief rap-
per Old Dirty Running Back.”

whattowatch
TEXANS’ DEBUT
WHO: Houston Texans 
vs. 
New York Giants
WHERE: Canton, Ohio
WHEN: 6 tonight  
TV: ABC, Channel 7
• Complete TV listings,
PAGE B2

Eaton captures another state trophy

BY DAN MULLEN
gtsports@greeleytrib.com

The setting was Fort Morgan’s
Eddie Underwood legion park, not
the OK Corral.

It started a few minutes after 1 p.m.,
not at high noon. 

And the weapon of choice was an

assortment of fastballs and curve-
balls, not western-style shotguns.

But Eaton’s own young gun, sopho-
more pitcher Jared Hungenberg, still
reminded coach Jim Danley of an old-
fashioned western gunslinger with
his Doc Holiday-like performance
under pressure.

“He has the cool of a gunfighter out
there,” Danley said of his 15-year-old
ace. “His maturity is what sets him
apart from other kids his age. He can
get in a hole and pull himself out.”

The whole gang at
the OK Corral would
have been proud of
Hungenberg’s cool
as he calmly pitched
himself out of jams
in Eaton’s 7-1 Legion
B State Champi-
onship victory over
Pueblo Centennial
on Sunday.

With two outs in
the seventh inning,
Eaton’s Jordan 
Nation and Hungenberg collided as

they tried to snag a routine fly ball hit
by Pueblo’s John Sandoval in hopes to
secure the game’s final out.

But to no avail, Sandoval was on
base, and  a moment later, Pueblo’s
Jerry Salazar was knocking out a hit,
driving Sandoval home.

But instead of letting the costly
mishap turn into a big inning for
Pueblo, Hungenberg showed his cool
by striking out cleanup hitter Chad
Richardson, ending the tournament.

“It was frustrating having that col-
lision,” Hungenberg said. “But I just
focused harder and got that last out.”

In true gunslinger fashion, Hun-
genberg even overcame his own wild-
ness as he shook off a hit batter and
four walks. 

“He didn’t have his best stuff
because of pitching on such little rest,
but he still got us the outs,” Danley
said. “That’s something a lot of sen-
iors and juniors can’t do. That’s what
makes him so special for a 15-year-
old.”

Like any famous gunfighter, Hun-

Taking
life by
the horns

BY TODD HAMPTON
gtsports@greeleytrib.com

George Brewster’s attitude toward
bulls could best be described as
ambivalent. 

Some he likes; some he doesn’t.
Growing up in

Montana where he
was a varsity
wrestler for Mon-
tana State, he was
also a jockey and
participated in some
rodeo events as
befits a young man
growing up on a
ranch. Saddle broncs
and bareback riding
were all right the
Evans man said, but,
“no bulls,” he said
simply but firmly,
“no bulls.”

Now, however, he
confronts a different 
kind of bull. Occasionally, he also
confronts bears — trading stocks
almost daily in the stock market on
his home computer. 

“I’m doing good there, real good,
selling short,” Brewster said. “If
stocks aren’t going up, they’re going
down, so you might as well go with
them going down.”

The computer work is almost as
natural for Brewster as was the rodeo
riding. Brewster, who moved from
Montana to Colorado some 40 years
ago, retired from IBM after working
there for 24 years. 

“I’ve got good software that tells
me the worst stocks, and that’s
where I’m making the most money,”
Brewster said. “Right now, I’m sort
of sitting on the sideline. I want to
see if this bottom has come. So I’m
ready to jump in there and go long
with the best stocks.”

When he isn’t following his lifelong
dream of making money on the stock
market, Brewster is a very active sen-
ior competitor in the 70-74 age brack-
et. Not only has he participated in
track and cycling events in the Rocky
Mountain Senior Games, he also com-
petes year round in activities support-
ed by the Greeley Senior Center.

Playing softball and volleyball dur-
ing those seasons, Brewster really
comes alive in the Senior Games, an
event that he has participated in since
the early 1990s. This year, he ran the
100-meter (bronze medal), the 200
(bronze medal), participated in the
high jump (silver medal) and compet-
ed in the long jump (bronze medal).
On top of all that, he also did some
cycling in the 5k time trial and the
40k road race.

Although he has qualified for indi-
vidual events in the National Games
before, in the past, he has chosen to
stick with his softball team. 

legionBstatePitcher works way 
out of jam, guides 
team to Legion B title

See EATON, Page B2
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Brewster

Evans man doesn’t 
let age slow him 
in sports, stock market

See SENIOR GAMES, Page B4
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Hungenberg

All I can hope for
is that they value
me and that they
want to keep me
around.

— Jason Elam
Denver Broncos

placekicker

”

“

Elam

CHACON, 
ROCKIES LOSE

Chicago Cubs 
starting pitcher Mark

Prior reacts to the
Cubs’ 4-1 win against

the Colorado Rockies 
Sunday.
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