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Tony Carter is a veteran at making
career adjustments.

Carter has accepted his most recent
switch, this time as backup fullback with
the Denver Broncos.

“A lot of things are out
of my hands, things I
can’t control,” said the
nine-year veteran, who
made the transition

from featured back in
college to a blocking back 

as a rookie in 1994 with the Chicago
Bears. “What I learned in my time in the
league is not to worry about what I can’t
control.”

Broncos coach Mike Shanahan said
Mike Anderson has been the first-team
fullback through minicamp earlier this
year.

“We have two fullbacks, and he
(Carter) is second team,” Shanahan said.

The setback was the second in as
many years for Carter, who signed with
the Broncos as an unrestricted free
agent on May 4, 2001. 

He appeared to be the heir apparent
to Howard Griffith, whose career was
winding down, only to suffer a leg
injury in the first day of training camp
and didn’t play in any of the preseason
games.

While Carter recovered, Shanahan
moved tight end Patrick Hape to full-
back. Hape started eight games there,
limiting Carter to starting six games and
spending the majority of the year on
special teams.

Griffith’s retirement and Hape’s
return to tight end gave Carter hope for
the 2001 season.

“I figured his retirement would be at
some point in time, and it would only be
a good situation for me,” Carter said.
“I’ve always known I would fit into the
system and do what they were asking
out of a fullback.”

Shanahan named Anderson the start-
ing fullback before the first of two mini
camps this spring.

“I spoke with Mike Shanahan about it
and he said that he just wanted to give
Mike (Anderson) an opportunity, espe-
cially with some of the things he has
done in the past,” Carter said. “I took it
as nothing being carved in stone here
and to go through this preseason and
see where the chips fall.”

The chips have already fallen favor-
ably for him. Denver went from four to
two fullbacks when Paris Gaines was
waived before arriving in Greeley and
Will Bartholomew went out indefinitely
with a sprained right knee and thigh.

“It’s meant opportunity and plenty of
work and getting used to the offense,”
Carter said. “I don’t have any control of
certain things, but I can tell you when
Tony Carter is asked to play fullback, I
am going to be a heck of a blocker and
when they throw me the ball I plan to
catch it and move upfield with it.”

The Broncos will resume two-a-day
practices today.

■ CARDINALS: For the first time since
Jake Plummer became a starter in his rookie
season, there will be no seasoned quarter-
back behind him.

Chris Greisen, who has thrown 16 NFL
passes in his three seasons with Arizona,
moves into the backup role for the Cardinals.
The third-stringer is lanky, strong-armed
rookie Josh McCown.

Last year, when Dave Brown was the sec-
ond-stringer, no backup was needed. Plum-
mer was one of two NFL quarterbacks to take
every snap. The odds of that happening again
are slim.

■ TITANS: There are plenty of reminders
of the Houston Oilers in the halls of the Ten-
nessee Titans’ headquarters. The same can’t
be said about the Titans’ roster.

Only five players remain from the Oilers
team that relocated to Tennessee six years
ago.

“Actually, it seems like yesterday,” said

running back Eddie George, the Oilers’ top
draft pick before their final season in Houston
in 1996. “A long time ago, but it feels like yes-
terday.”

■ BENGALS: The Cincinnati Bengals’
search for a reliable kicker has been a strug-
gle.

Incumbent Neil Rackers, the Bengals’
sixth-round draft pick from Illinois in 2000,
pulled a 48-yard field goal wide left during
the team’s intrasquad scrimmage on Satur-
day.

After the miss, Rackers — who made only
29-of-49 field goals during his first two sea-
sons with Cincinnati — brooded behind the
team’s bench.

Rookie Travis Dorsch, drafted in the fourth
round out of Purdue as a possible replace-
ment for Rackers, also struggled, pushing a
41-yard attempt wide right.

The misses allowed the Bengals’ defense
to beat the offense 12-7.
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Adjustments
Broncos’ veteran 
Carter accepts switch 
as backup fullback

ASSOCIATED PRESS
Denver Broncos fullback Tony Carter looks over a page from the Broncos’ offen-
sive playbook during a break in drills at the team’s training camp in Greeley.
Carter is adjusting to his new role as backup fullback.

“I’m going to come out here and do
the very best I can, just like I always
try to do, and if the Broncos decide to
go in a different direction and not give
me a contract then the only option I
have is to go into free agency,” Elam
said. 

But he doesn’t see himself striving
for Morten Andersen’s goal of kicking
extra points and field goals until he’s 50
years old, Elam isn’t exactly thinking
about retirement just yet. 

“There’s a bunch of guys that have
played a long time on one team and then
that team kind of says, ‘Well, I kind of
think they’re at the end of their career,’
and they let them go and then that play-
er has another eight, nine years some-
where else,” Elam said. “It’s not uncom-
mon. But it sure would be nice to finish
things out here.” 

But will he stay?
Without hesitation, Elam chuckled,

“If I get a contract.”
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GoJo can’t win
despite rally

BY ROSS MAAK
maak@greeleytrib.com

Greeley Gojo pitcher Lee
Griffith had a rough time Sun-
day evening, but he had reason
to hope.

The starting pitcher threw
42⁄3 innings during a 13-11 loss to
Pueblo in the second round of
the American Legion A State
Tournament at Butch Butler
Field. He walked five and gave
up eight hits and left the game
trailing, 9-1.

It took a while, but GoJo
finally started to make some
noise offensively in the sev-
enth inning scoring six runs to
pull within two runs.

“I was just cheering them on
by that time,” Griffith said. “I
was just another guy on the
bench trying to get the team
pumped up. I needed to forget
what I did because the team is
more important.”

Griffith, who graduated
from Eaton in the spring, is
headed for Garden City, Kan.,
to pitch in the fall. During high
school he had some opportuni-
ties to put a rough outing
behind him.

“It takes a while to figure
out how to do that,” Griffith
said. “They say pitchers aren’t
real bright because they’ve got
to forget in a hurry. I don’t like
to think I’m not too bright, but
you can never get back what
happened to yourself, either.

“All you can do is try to
redeem yourself the next
game.”

Watching the team come
back from 9-1 and 13-7 deficits
helped him realize anything
can happen.

“It makes me feel better
when they do that,” Griffith
said. “But sometimes it’s
worse, too, because if I’d
pitched better we would have
won. It’s tough.”

Griffith is hoping there is a
next game for him. With the
loss, GoJo plays Standley Lake
today at 2 p.m. Another loss
and the tournament is over. A
victory and GoJo would find
itself playing again at 2 p.m.
Tuesday. A victory in that
game could put the team into
the championships.

Depending on how it goes,
Griffith could see more action.
He’s just hoping that chance
comes and it doesn’t end up
like Sunday night’s game.

“I just couldn’t get the feel
for it,” Griffith said. “I lost my
release point early and strug-
gled to keep my focus.

“I couldn’t find my strike
zone early and when I did they
made me pay for it.”

Nick Flaa came on in relief
and held Pueblo scoreless until
the top of the ninth, when the
Elks struck for four runs.

GoJo scored four in the bot-
tom of the inning, but couldn’t
keep it going.

“We just gave them way too
many base runners,” GoJo
coach Mike Huston said. “It
wasn’t even the hits that hurt
us. It was the walks.”

The GoJo pitchers com-
bined to give up 10 hits, 11
walks and three hit-batsmen.

“They didn’t do anything
and they had baserunners on
all the time,” Huston said.

■ NOTES … After carrying
the team in the first-round
game Saturday, the heart of the
GoJo order came through
again Sunday. Nos. 3, 4, and 5
hitters Branden Trujillo, Erik
Hegstad and Nigel Radliff
combined to go 8-for-12 from
the plate with 4 RBI and seven
runs scored. … GoJo batted
around in the seventh and
ninth innings, resulting in 10 of

the team’s 11 runs. The other
run came off three consecutive
two-out singles in the first by
Trujillo, Hegstad and Radliff. …
Pueblo goes on to play
Fairview at 5 p.m. GoJo plays
Standley Lake in an elimina-
tion game at 2 p.m.
Pueblo 201 150 004 — 13 10 1
GoJo 100 000 604 — 11 14 2

Pueblo — Adam Navarette (11H, 7ER, 3BB, 3SO),
Jim DiIorio (8th, 3H, 4ER, 4BB, 2SO), Jon Carrillo (0H,
0ER, 0BB, 0SO) and Josh Borundu. 2B — Borundu,
Art Stawski. HR — Mike Martinez (0 on in 3rd). RBI
— Chris Gallina 2, Martinez 2, Borundu 2, Brandon
Alfanso. 

GoJo — Lee Griffith (8H, 7ER, 5BB, 4SO), Nick Flaa
(2H, 4ER, 6BB, 1SO) and Justin Ginther. 2B — Josiah
Ziegler. 3B — Matt Stewart, Ginther. RBI — Brandon
Dummett 2, Erik Hegstad, Nigel Radliff 3, Matt
Stewart 3, Ginther.

■ FAIRVIEW 15, RALSTON VAL-
LEY 3: In the other side of the win-
ner’s bracket, Fairview handed Ral-
ston Valley a seven-inning loss,
compliments of the 10-run rule.

Fairview got solid pitching from
Ian Wahlers, who gave up just
three earned runs and struck out
11. Meanwhile, Fairview got 3 RBI
each from Cody Montgomery and
Eric Wetzel and two each from
Quinn Keefer and Matt Bodenchuk.

Ralston Valley, meanwhile had
seven hits but all were singles.

Fairview now plays the Pueblo
Elks at 5 p.m. today in the champi-
onship bracket, while Ralston Val-
ley faces off with Cherry Creek in
an 11 a.m. elimination game.
Ralston Valley 001 000 2 — 3 7 5
Fairview 108 060 X — 15 17 3

Ralston Valley — Steven Berry (10H, 9ER, 1BB,
2SO), Tyler Marshburn (3H, 4ER, 2BB, 0SO), Randy
Patton (4H, 2ER, 1BB, 0SO) and Samuel Landis. RBI
— Michael Svejcar, Brian Ferrans.

Fairview — Ian Wahlers (7H, 3ER, 4BB, 11SO) and
Eric Wetzel. 2B — Cody Montgomery, Quinn Keefer.
3B — Montgomery. HR — Wetzel (1 on in 3rd). RBI —
Montgomery 3, Kevin Russo, Wetzel 3, Keefer 2,
Matt Bodenchuk 2.

■ STANDLEY LAKE 10, NIWOT
6: In the second straight shocker
of the tournament, No. 1 seed
Niwot lost again and is out of the
tourney.

After losing to No. 8 seed Ral-
ston Valley Saturday, Niwot fell to
No. 4 seed Standley Lake. Standley
lake had five doubles, including
three by James Walker.

Niwot’s two pitchers, Joe Bor-
rego and Bryce Knowlton, com-
bined to walk nine and gave up 14
hits.

Standley Lake lives to see
another day and will face Greeley
GoJo in an elimination game today
at 2 p.m.
Standley Lake 002 002 222 — 10 14 1
Niwot 010 021 002 — 6 12 2

Standley Lake — Nicholas Painz (6H, 3ER, 3BB,
2SO), Michael Bilek (6H, 2ER, 3BB, 5SO) and Troy
Devon. 2B — Andrew Deyarmond, James Walker 3,
Devon. 3B — Deyarmond. RBI — Deyarmond 2,
Steven Faussett, Walker, Bilek 2, Jordan Gosslet.

Niwto — Joe Borrego (11H, 7ER, 7BB, 5SO), Bryce
Knowlton (3H, 3ER, 2BB, 1SO) and Tim Kanaday. 2B
— Steve Lux. RBI — Matt Edwards 2, Mike Zarlengo
2, Kanaday.

■ CHERRY CREEK 4,
COLUMBINE 3: Columbine’s hopes
of an upset came to an end in the
bottom of the ninth inning when
Cherry Creek pushed the winning
run across the plate.

Both pitchers went all nine
innings and both pitched well.
Columbine even out-hit Cherry
Creek, 12-6, but the Rebels com-
mitted three errors, and Cherry
Creek only committed two.

The two starting pitchers — Ben
Hackett for Columbine and Steve
McKitterick for Cherry Creek —
each gave up just two earned runs
during the game.

Cherry Creek moves on to face
Ralston Valley at 11 a.m. today,
while Columbine’s season ended
with the loss.
Columbine 101 010 000 — 3 12 3
Cherry Creek 000 101 101 — 4 6 2

Columbine — Ben Hackett (7H, 2ER, 2BB, 13SO)
and Tanner Rogers. 2B — Ryan Gilbert. RBI — Bran-
don Boyer, Brett Jackson.

Cherry Creek — Steve McKitterick (12H, 2ER,
4BB, 7SO) and Scott Douglas. 2B — James Kauff-
man, Phillip Santucci. RBI — Brian Brubaker 2, Luke
Voker.

legionstate

ELAM’S BIO
■ NAME: Jason Elam

■ AGE: 32

■ NUMBER OF YEARS IN THE
PROS: 10

■ COLLEGE: University of Hawaii

■ NOTES: Converted 344 straight
extra point attempts successfully.
Tied NFL record for longest field goal.

Sports
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EATON

genberg had his whole gang
behind him.

Unlike a group of outlaws in
a gunfight, the Eaton offense
only fired one big shot on the
day — a six-run third inning.

The big inning was high-
lighted by a three-run double
by catcher Travis Anderson
and a two-run double by Dusty
Dominguez, who shared tour-
nament MVP honors with
Hungenberg.

It was the duo of Hungen-
berg and Dominguez that
helped Eaton pick up all four
victories in the tournament.

With a Class 3A state title
last spring and Sunday’s
Legion B state championship
title, Eaton is looking for a
promising prep season, espe-
cially with the return of its
young guns — Dominguez, a
junior, and Hungenberg, a
sophomore. 

“We want a threepeat now,”
Hungenberg said. “It would be
really exciting to get that done.”
Pueblo 100 000 0 — 1 5 1
Eaton 160 000 0 — 7 7 1

Pueblo — Owens (L, 7H, 7ER, 3BB, 1SO) and Ham;
RBI- Sandavol.

Eaton — Hungenberg (W, 5H 0ER, 4BB, 6SO) and
Anderson 2B- Anderson, Dominguez; RBI- Anderson
3, Dominguez 2, Walker, Kelly.

TODAY
Arena Football 

10:30 a.m.  k(ESPN2) Quarter-
final — Dallas Desperados at
Chicago Rush. From Allstate
Arena in Rosemont, Ill. 

9 p.m. k(ESPN2) Quarterfinal
— Dallas Desperados at Chicago
Rush. From Allstate Arena in
Rosemont, Ill. 

Major League Baseball
11 a.m. Z(ESPN) Arizona Dia-

mondbacks at New York Mets.
From Shea Stadium in Flushing,
N.Y. 

Golf
2 p.m. Z(ESPN) Fred Meyer

Challenge — First Round. From
Aloha, Ore. 

Auto Racing
4 p.m. k(ESPN2) Super Chevy

Series. From Reading, Pa. 
11 p.m. \(TNT) NASCAR Win-

ston Cup — Brickyard 400. From
Indianapolis Motor Speedway in
Indianapolis. 

NFL Preseason Football
6 p.m. H Hall of Fame Game —

Houston Texans vs. New York
Giants. From Hall of Fame Field
at Fawcett Stadium in Canton,
Ohio. 

Tennis
6 p.m. Z(ESPN) Tennis Mas-

ters Series — Early Rounds. From
Cincinnati. 

spectating
ontv

Slow start costly 
for Greeley squad 
in state tournament

All you can do is try to
redeem yourself the next
game.

— Lee Griffith
GoJo pitcher

”

“


