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Brains and brawn

Tackle uses smarts in bid for position
BY MATT SCHUMAN
schuman@greeleytrib.com

Denver Broncos offensive tackle
Ephraim Salaam is a quick study. 

Not only on the football field, but in
the classroom as well.

Though Salaam
played right tackle his
first four years in the
NFL with the Atlanta
Falcons, he should have
few problems adjusting
to the left tackle posi-
tion the Broncos moved
him to after acquiring
him as an unrestricted
free agent in the off-
season.

Not just because Salaam played the
position in college, but because he is
smart. Real smart.

After all, this is a man who entered
college as a freshman at San Diego State
at the age of 16 after being allowed to
skip two grades in elementary school.
He already is president of his brother’s
recording and promotions company

called Taylor Made Music and is also
CEO of his own movie and promotions
company call 4XL Entertainment,
where he is partners with New
Orleans Saints tackle Kyle Tur-
ley.

So learning to play left
tackle in the Broncos system
should be no problem for
the 6-foot-7, 300-pound
Salaam, right?

“It’s going good,” Salaam
said. “It is just learning the
new offense and new system
and getting adjusted to the
different terminology, the
switching of the legs and hands.
But it is going well. I was a left
tackle in college, so it wasn’t that
hard for me to get back on the same
page.”

However, Denver coach Mike Shana-
han isn’t convinced brain power will
help Salaam earn a job.

“It’s not always good to have a football
player that is that smart. If they’re smart
enough, then they don’t always play too
well,” Shanahan said.

Of course, Shanahan was only joking.
He knows Salaam’s smarts are a benefit.

“He’s a sharp guy. He really knows
his game, and he really handles

himself like a pro,” Shanahan
said.

“He picks up the system
quickly and gets better every
time he is out here. I am
really impressed with him.”

Just because he’s smart,
doesn’t mean everything
has come easy to him.

“I like to compete in any-
thing  — education, athletics,

games — anything,” Salaam
said. “I make it look easy, but I

really have to work hard.”
He’s also had to grow up faster than

most. Entering college at such a young
age was not easy, but he learned quickly
to adjust.

Salaam said the toughest part was
being away from home and having to
make his own decisions as a kid.

RICHARD M. HACKETT / hackett@greeleytrib.com
Denver Broncos tackle Ephraim Salaam, right, prepares to block defensive end Reggie Hayward while running plays during
the morning practice at Broncos camp. The Broncos practiced at the University of Northern Colorado in Greeley on Friday.
Salaam is getting time as the first string left tackle due to an injury to starter Blake Brockermeyer. 

See SALAAM, Page C4
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The Broncos will
practice at 8:45

a.m. and 2:45 p.m.
at the practice field

near 20th Street
and 17th Avenue.
Times are subject

to change. For
more information
on training camp,

call 351-1099.

“I wonder what
Mike Shanahan

would do if one of
his players ever

decided to go
bonkers on him.
He’s not very big

when you see him
up close.”

HEARD 
AT CAMP
HEARD 

AT CAMP

0
The number of 

players who have
required any type of
treatment from area
paramedics who are

on duty at the 
practice fields.

2
The number of times
starting quarterback
Brian Griese fumbled

during Friday 
morning’s workout. 

3,076
Pounds of beef 
consumed by 

Broncos during
camp.

10,500
Pounds of fruit 
consumed by 

Broncos during
camp. 

2,500 
Ice cream cones

consumed by 
Broncos during

camp. 

TODAY 
AT CAMP

TODAY 
AT CAMP

ondeck
The Legion A state
tournament kicks
off in Greeley. Find
out how Greeley
GoJo fares against
Cherry Creek.

inside
BOOM!

Boston’s Rey
Sanchez, left, 

collides into
Texas catcher

Ivan  Rodriguez
for an out in the
fifth inning. The

Red Sox won, 
13-0, Friday.
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lighterside
■ YOU DON’T SAY: Former New York Yankee

Don Larsen, to the San Francisco Chronicle, on
pitching a perfect game in the 1956 World
Series: “Not many people get to do something
that’s only been done once.”

■ REALLY: Steve Spurrier will make his NFL
coaching debut Saturday night , and he’s com-
paring it to what he knows best — college foot-
ball. “It’s kind of like a bowl game,” said the for-
mer Florida coach. “You keep score. There’s
going to be a winner and loser.”

whattowatch
AMERICAN BOWL
WHO: San Francisco 49ers vs.
Washington Redskins
WHERE: Osaka, Japan
WHEN: 8 tonight 
TV/RADIO: Channel 25, ESPN
• Complete TV listings, 
PAGE C5

Couple find match in tennis

RICHARD M. HACKETT / hackett@greeleytrib.com
Wally Kaufman prepares to hit a serve as his wife Dorothy watches during a
mixed doubles table tennis game during the Senior Games in Greeley.

BY TODD HAMPTON
gtsports@greeleytrib.com

For many couples, teaming up to
play competitive sports might be a pre-
scription for disaster, but Wally and
Dorothy Kaufman of La Salle are mak-
ing such a partnership work in the
mixed doubles table tennis competi-
tion at the Rocky Mountain Senior
Games.

The Kaufmans were winners Friday
as they took the gold medal in the 75-79
age bracket. The win was especially

significant for Dorothy as she celebrat-
ed her 75th birthday Friday as well.

The mixed doubles competition was
not a national qualifying event as there
is no mixed doubles competition at
nationals.  “We’re hoping that they’ll
put it in,” Dorothy said.

In any event, the Kaufmans are look-
ing forward to nationals in Hampton
Roads, Va., in the spring of 2003 while
attempting to qualify in other events.
“We’re talking. We’re hoping to go,”
Dorothy said, noting that they have
been to three previous national games.

Seniors competition is more than
just a one-week-a-year affair for the
Kaufmans, who play up to three days a
week at the Greeley Senior Center.
“Three tables, sometimes four,” Wally
said of the normal turnout at the center.

The pair represented the center well
Friday as they won the best four-out of-
seven contest in six games by scores of
8-11, 11-2, 11-2, 8-11, 11-8, 11-7 defeating
Miriam Moreng and Toschio Amano of
Fort Collins for the gold.

Eaton in
hunt for
state title 
Reds pitcher
steps up in
windy weather
BY ROSS MAAK
maak@greeleytrib.com

FORT MORGAN — Even though
the wind was whipping against Eaton,
Reds pitcher Dusty Dominguez was
able to whip Cañon City with a com-
manding performance on the mound.

Dominguez
stepped up to the
windy weather,
pitching nearly six
perfect innings.
He faced the mini-
mum number of
batters, struck out
six and walked
none. Just two bat-
ters reached base,
both on errors.

The first
reached to lead off
the third 
inning. He was
advanced to third
on two sacrifice
bunts but was
thrown out at
home trying to
score on a wild pitch.

Then, in the sixth, another Cañon
City batter reach on an error with one
out. Dominguez immediately threw to
first twice, picking off the runner on
his second try.

The rest of Dominguez’s day was
perfect during Eaton’s 12-0 victory
over Cañon City. The victory puts
Eaton in the championship game of
the American Legion B state tourna-
ment at 1 p.m. today.

Dominguez, who doesn’t dominate
with a fastball but rather a crisp curve
and slider, shocked a few people with
his performance. He’d already pitched
five innings Wednesday in a victory
over Greeley Central. In that game, he
walked five and struck out three.

“My mechanics were off Wednes-
day,” Dominguez said. “Coach (Jim)
Danley helped me figure out what I
was doing wrong.”

Danley said Dominguez was off-kil-
ter a little before, but certainly
straightened things out before shut-
ting down Cañon City.

“His rhythm was off,” Danley said.
“It’s called being late, but basically the
bottom half of his body was coming
out too soon. He had his slider but no
curveball. We just worked on getting
his weight back into the right place.”

Whatever they did, it worked. Typ-
ically a curveball will bite more if a
pitcher throws into the wind.
Dominguez had a stiff wind blowing
with him, making it even more diffi-
cult.

“He was just outstanding today,”
Danley said. “I think (Cañon City) was

See EATON, Page C8
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See TABLE TENNIS, Page C8
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