Eaton player limps into state tourney

Knee injury keeps
left fielder from
reaching potential

BY T.M. FASANO
fasano@greeleytrib.com

- EATON — An attempt to intercept
a pass from his free safety gssition

during the football playoffs last fall
made for a frustrating baseball season

‘Walker, the start-
ing left fielder for
the Eaton Reds (20-
3), who will be play-
ing Faith Christian
(19-4) in the semifi-
nals of the Class 3A
Baseball State Tour-
nament at 1 p.m.
today at Runyon
Field in Pueblo, was
destined to be the Reds’ next big star
heading into this season.

A starter on varsity for the first
time last year as a junior when the

“You can't-just bounce
back from something like that
and be an All-American,” said
Walker, who is undecided
about next year but would
{I.kl} to play baseball in col-
ege.

Danley said Walker will
excel at the collegiate level,

“He's a kid that a college
team ought to take a chance
on," said Danley, who was
undecided about who he
would start on the pitching
mound against the Eagles.

beautiful, sweet swing.”

Despite a season filled
with frustration, Walker will
be ending his prep career in
the Final Four, a spot where
the Reds have called home for
12 straight years. Call Walker
the ultimate team player.

“I'm just glad that we have
such a great team that can
take us this far," Walker said.
“I try and stay as unselfish as
possible. I just do what I can
for the team, and don't com-
plain.*
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B WHO/WHEN: Falth Chris-
tian (19-4) vs. Eaton (20-3), 1
p.m. today; D'Evelyn (20-4) vs.
La Junta (19-3), 3:30 p.m. today.
(State championship game is
3:30 p.m Saturday.)

®m WHERE: Runyon Fleld,
Pueblo (Take Interstate 25
south through Denver, Col-
arado Springs and into Pueblo,
Take right at Runyon Fleld exit
off I-25.)

statebaseball

their third straight state champi-
onship, Walker was named to the Tri-
bune’s All-Weld baseball team after a
breakout season in which he hit 434
with two home runs, four triples, 37
RBI and an on-base percentage of
627,

‘Walker, 18, tore up his right knee
when he came down wrong after try-
ing to intercept a pass in the Reds’
first playoff game against Holy Fami-
ly.

“I heard a pop. I didn’t want to
know, but I knew,” said Walker, who
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had knee surgery Dec. 4.

The surgery wasn’t your basic one.

“They cut open my left leg and
they cut a piece off my patella tendon
to make it my new anterior cruciate
ligament,” Walker said.

If Reds head coach Jim Danley
could redshirt Walker for this season,
he certainly would have done that.

“Modern medicine is a wonderful
thing, and we've got him out here
where he can safely play, but he's not
healed. Garrett Walker at half speed is

still better than most of the players in
this league, and many of the players in
our program,” said Danley, who won
his 550th career game in the regional
semifinals last Saturday against Bish-
op Machebeuf. “He’s a year away
from being back to where he was.
He's given us everything he’s got, and
that’s all anybody can do.”

The left-handed hitting Walker is
not the same hitter he was a year ago.

“Last year I thought he was the
best left-handed hitter in the league,
and maybe the best hitter in the

SEE EATON, PAGE C2



