THE STREAK

‘The Streak’ is actually a term in Eaton that dates back to the 1998-1999 Reds that set the all-time state mark for
consecutive wins. The Reds in 2008-2010 went on to create a 2" version of The Streak, one that even lasted a few wins
longer, but does nothing to take away from the original Streak. The Reds ended the spring of 1997 in a very

disappointing loss in which the Reds’ sophomore-laden stars came to Coach Danley and said matter-of-factly, “Coach

Danley, this will never happen again.” The Reds owned only two State Championships at that time, and these Reds

quickly went to work to win an Eaton record 37 summer games en route to winning an improbable Legion B State
Championship over one of the top Class 5A teams in the state at the time. The Reds then entered the spring of 1998
looking to hold on to that promise to show up ready to play, each and every day, with victory the expected result of

every 7 inning game...the Reds wouldn’t allow many of these games to last more than 5 innings though.

This streak spans nearly 2 entire seasons, including one State Championship title and a perfect season. There are two
dozen Reds that played a major role in this steak, including: 1998 graduates—Alex Ochoa, Matt Hagen, Brent Thompson,
Nolan Mininger, Jeff Hager, Scott Bangert, and TJ Carsten; 1999 graduates—Mike Carrasco, Jeff Meyers, Jason Smith,
Paul Loftis, and Josh Isakson; 2000 graduates—Zack Hughes, Casey Wiederspan, Josh Yarber, Derek Lehr, and Jeff Cazer;
2001 graduates—Todd Stanclift, Scott Souther, Eric Hungenberg, Craig Ayers, and Aaron Kelly; and 2002 graduates—
Justin Ginther and Tyler Tateyama. The Reds were coached throughout the streak by Coach Danley, Coach Ervin, and
Coach Sparkman.

This list excludes the many dozens of Reds’ former players that coached and mentored these players as youths in the
Eaton Baseball Program, grooming them for their day under the bright lights as varsity ballplayers for the Eaton Fightin’
Reds.

This story is best told in the newspaper articles that followed the Reds throughout this amazing streak, which follow on
the pages below, starting with a summary of the streak, and then going back to the start of the 1998 season with articles
that follow chronologically on the key games during the 1998 and 1999 seasons.
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1998 Regular Season
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W Mix r"é{'u"fnin'g pdsiticﬁ f)lﬂf/br?
Matt  Hagen ~ (first - base); - Brent.

Thempson' (second base) and:Jason -

:Smith (center field) in with. talerited-
catchers - Zack' Hughés! and * Josh®

wonder this team is going. into’ the.

are high,” Danley said. “We just have
_to be mentally tough enough to han-
~dle it. This is a very competitive

group of y young men. 1 llke lheqe kid\ :
s mcnnlly :

B The Reds. have nme pnchers

‘who can stepYin at any time starting -

with veterans Carrasco, Alex Ochoa
{84-85 mph fastball), Scott Bangert,
‘Nolan Mininger and . Jeff. Hager

: Wiedérspan and Josh Isaksonvwi_il get

_ -_tenderq for smrtmg positions,’
“season with-such high expectationg.” =~

. “The ‘expectations have been high
_for these kids all the way through. 1
think our expectations for, ourselves: ..

-or. four pi
Callin compcm

-se.ison. but hc s wmz, to h.wgr
. with the No. [ ranking a lot of peop
have placed on the Reds,

close looks, as Wl“ fre%mcn Tanner s
~ other Weld County teams,

Tatcyama and Todd Stancliff..

. Dantéy = said- Tateyama | has a "
) ‘chance 107s1art;. while® the 6-foot-3; -
,-230-cpeund S!anc!nffthrows in the 82»» '
Yarber and outfielders Paul Loftis- 83 mph range.” ; .
and Casey’ Wlnderspan, and'it's-no o

"\a .

ley saitfof the stacked pitching staff:
“If we have 16 pitch by commitiee,
we'll p:ich by committee. I’s no se-

cret that by.the end of the year, you're -
‘going to get down to your {inal three”
rs; Right now, they're
n-for IhO‘TL‘IhTCC or-
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Plains .

Bruqh me and Yumq) mvolvmg ‘
Platte Val#% -~ ©
* ey is looking to better its 8-7 recorﬁ“
and it all starts with-all- conference
shortstop Armando-Avila. e
~. “He's the real deal, He's'a goodl’\
one * Rockwell said. ‘

Scott Casselmin’

freshiman last year. -
 Preston - Peppler -and freqhm.m. '
lefty Justin Nelson are battling for Ehlf '
‘No.-1 spot in the pitching rotation, = -
‘Steve, Nale's ‘Highland HmkneQ

v ,
-Catehier Jason Rusch, center t“ekt i 5
er-pitcher Shane Danielson and third
busernan Kelly "Burndt are back on 2’ iy
squad that will start six’ sophomor&,s
and three sehiors.

'MW WHO: Eaton Reds
# HEAD COACH: Jim Danley,
' 27th season .

- 19-4 overall; lost to Kent Denver in
"1 “the Class 3A stale semifinals. -

2.50 ERA, 22 Ks in 16 2/3 1P); Jeff
Meyers, jr., S8 (.333, 20 RBI); Matt
Hagen, sr., 1B (.397, 19 RBI); Brent
Thompson sr.,

22 RBlY, Paul Loftis, jr.,
_Alex Ochoa, sr.,
ERA, 89 Ks'in 42 P); Scott Bangert,

LF (.316);

" 38 1P); Jeff Hager, sr., i
. 5A40ERA, 23KSin242/31P).. .

- state-titles in 1994-95, and finished

ley's 26 seasons. The Big Red

staters Carrasco and Meyers lead-

B LAST YEAR: 9-1 confarence,.

W KEY PLAYERS: Mike Carras-
" co, jr.. 3B-RHP (.492, 26 R8I, 2-0,

: 2B (.316);.Jason -
|- Smit th, ¥R 37’5”‘2{)”13!8!**15w e LASTYEAR 4 Sconference
- "steals); Zack Hughes, so., C (:380, -

RHP (7-1, 3.70°

“sr,, AHP (4-1, 3.50°ERA, 31.Ks in -
RHP (4-2, .

‘M. OUTLOOK; The Reds won’

< second in.'93. and '96. They've .
- made the state playoffs-a remark-
able 15-straight years, 19 of Dan-

Machine is a serious contender for-
its third state title of the 1930s.-With -
" a loaded pitching staff and all- -

NORTHERN PLAINS BOYS OF SUMMER

ing the way, it's hard to find a weak

" ness on this club. Everyone you tatk -

‘to says the Reds are deserving of
their No. 1 ranking. L.ook for Danley -

to be making out the lineup card in |
...the Class 3A state championship -
.‘game May 16 at All- Clty Stadiumin

Denver

B WHO Platte Valley Broncos

B HEAD COACH: Jeff. Hock- -

“well, second season,

8-7 overall -, - .
. # KEY PLAYERS Armando
Avila, sr., 'SS (hit in the high .300s -

- and is a two-time all-conference

performer); Scott Casselman,:jr.,
28 {.330); Preston Peppier, jr., RF-

- RHP; Drew Anderson, 0., 38-DH ‘
'(.460); Eric Bernhardt, jr., CF-RHP;

~Justin Nelson, fr.;
pio, sr., RHP.. -

R OUTLOOK: The Broncos tost
a Iot of senior leadership last year
and Rockwell hopes some players

A HP; Chris Car-

. will step up in that category. “We

have a lot of good players. Arman-
do is. about- as good as fve
coached,” Ro;:kweil said, The Bron-

le:ghth Season

. 7T overall

. cos have a solid defense up the
middie with Avila and Casselman. It
sounds as though the freshman
Nelson has a promising fulure as a
Broncos pitcher, and Anderson led
the team in hitting last year as a
freshman )

B WHO: nghland Huskies
B HEAD COACH: Steve Nale,

o LAST YEAR 3 7c0nfarance

.M KEY P!.AYERS: Jason,
Rusch, st., C (.220 last year, but hit
.360 as a sophomore); .Shane
Damelson sr., CF-LHP (.521 as DH
fast year); Kélly Burndt, so., 38
(.365); Scott Rodriguez, sr.,- 28;
Keith Juarez, so., RHP. S

B OUTLOOK: With six sopho-
mores pegged for the starting line-
up, the Huskies must grow up fast if
" they want to be compatitive. Nale:
- lost his defense up the middie, first
baseman and entire outfield to
graduation. “We're very young. We
just need to play,” Nale said. *“We'll
grow up in a hurry.”

— T.M. Fasano

complementS' -

_Avila at decond base, while third
. ‘baseman-designated hitter Drew An-~
. derson led the Broneos in hitting as a L

Em\c thru: starters back from a 7-‘7"‘? '



fourth to cruise past Thompson Val-
ley 12-2 in their first game of the sea-
son at the Greeley Invitational at
—Butch Butler Field.: — — e
Stanclift allowed only two hits :md
recorded three strikeouts with no
walks before he was replaced by Jeff
Hagar in the fourth, Hager picked up
the victory, giving up three hits, a '
strikeout and two walks, _
" Paul Loftis led the Reds offense
with two doubles and three RBI.
.- Josh Yarber added a two-run dou-
- ble'in the fouith inning and Casey
W'edarspan a]m had a big single. .

‘HIGH SCHOOL BASEBALL ...

Freshman Todd Stanclift went .
three strong innings to’ get Eaton off
to a good start and the Reds finally
breke loose for eight runs in the
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“ BY KEN HAMRICK and
BTAFF REPORTS
- Grestey Tribone
-Notan Mininger has set hls sxghrs
~on a'spot in the staning rotation for
.+ the Eaton High School basehall team.
Saturday afternocon, he came one step
closer 1o achieving that goal in the
championship game of the Greeley
Baseball Invitational atBuLch Butler
Field,

Mmmgerfhdn ts!a.rt the game,but .. -

“Was ‘inscrted after Reds’ starting
. p:mhcr Alex Ochoa nggravarr,d & pre-
vious ankle injury in the bottom of
the third. Mininger faced a potcnnaj

'Eaton captures |

Invite

PREP BASEBAL

relieving,” Mininger said, oy mgoing
to try to get in the stamng rotation
and see whot [ can do,”
GREELEY WEST 10, .
THOMPSON VALLEY B -
Danny Plant threw. four shut-out
innings and allowed just one hit as
Greeley West defeated Thompson
Valley, 10-5 in the Greeley Invita-
tional at Butch Butler Field.
- The Spartans jumped on Eagies’
starter Ben Augustine for four runs in-
the first, two in the second and three
in the third. Flant kept Thompson

" Valley guessing as he struck out four

‘a lot of problems with that curve
batl.”

For Mtnmgcr, the championship
game marked his first appearance and
first win of the 1998 season, He al-
lowed just two runs and four hits as
well as striking out six and walking
none in 3% innings. .

. Mininger says that he did feel
some pressure with a 6-0 fead and
" Greeley West starting to ratly. How-
‘ever, he knew that if he was unsuc-
. cessful, then the Spartans would be

" - back in the ball game.

*There was a little bit of pressure
on me,” Mininger said. “But we have
a good infield and good defense so |
wasn't too worried.”

Greeley  West:  also made
Mininger’s task a little easier as Scott
- Lacefield was caught in a run-down

between {irst and second. Mininger -

. then struck out Bria.n Pierson to'end
. ”lhc 8 ! rally.

run down really helped us,” Mininger
said. “After that, I just concentrated
* on Plerson and just threw strikes,

. “My best pitch is the curve ball,”
Mmm.ger added. 1 just uy to throw
that pitch over every time and keep
them swinging at it and hopefully ges

balls.” -

tiing the base rurner in that”

_ ‘This season will mark the first
time that Mininger will take his place
in the Reds’ starting rotation.. Last
season he was mainly a relief pitcher
but during the summer he started to
se¢ more time as & starter. He took
" full advantage of his opportunity as
-he went 6-0 with a 2.30 earned run
average.

However, the Eaton pitching staff
has quite a bit of depth. Mininger res
“alizes that even if he doesn’t get
_Imany. % in the starting ro-
" tation, then he will always be insert-
"ed In a relief role.

I hope 10 start, but I'm fine with

Gnl:hciey West mlg %d gﬁkcd nvnc').
as the Spartansh: N PSSO
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’ : baseball squad bt eight home OTARSOR

» BOWever, WasUDIO | 0q and recorded a1 Rlas J Valley scored
stopped l.hE gpar: | the Eagles beat Weldon Val- ~ § four runs in the
tane fall From | 1oy a whopping 41-0 Saturday [§ '°P of the seventh
went on tgr.akc the | inthe firstgame of a TA North 1o defeat Valley,
‘championship - | Cenal Confarence doubla- 23-20inthe Gree-
02 - | - header at Forbes Fleld. ™ " ~ley Invitational at
g To;)-ranicd . The Eagles (2-0 Confer- E.“t“h Butler
Eatort femains on. | 900, 30 overall cored 23 g |c\l;!.“ | 4

defested at 3-0. | Tunsinthefistinning, 120 @ alley ?Co';;,
Greeley West falls | the second, and Bin the third  § i_“'e Tuns in ihe
gt * before Warriors forfaited that  |§ Tirst, seven in the
2 UNutin throwsa | 9ame and the second game B ??’cﬂ(:" m.’":j cagkt
lot of strikes.” said | i1 the botlom of the fourth in- -~ | 1% 2'; :"“ -l,;’.he
Eaton coach fim | Mng. z‘1." i e&“ fo ¥
Danley. “He has a : m;lfv"c]f:f om
—-M Repoits B LN y
| very - baﬁe;:%u;: B mited a 1otal of
curve 2 1 errors on the
gave Greeley West day whxch enab]cd the - Eagles to

come back for the victory.
PLATTE VALLEY 9,
DENVER CHRISTIAN 7
KERSEY - Erik Bernhardt hit a
grand slam in the sixth inning to lead
the Platte Valley baseball squad past
Denver Christian 9-7 in an upset Sat-
urday at Platte Valley High School,
The Crusaders, ranked fourth in
the state, were leading 7-5 when
Bembhardt gave the Broness the lead.
. Closer Armando Avila finished
off the Crusaders, pitching z perfect

“seventh inning.

EATON 13, VALLEY O

EATON — Jdson Smith came
close to batting for the cycle as Eaton
rotled past Valley in the Greeley
West Invitational .. .

Smith picked vp a single, a double,

and a triple, but failed to homer
HORIZON 10, .
FORT LUPTON3 - ,

. THORNTON — Fert Lupton had
a much better effort on the mound
than in its opener, but Horizon held
the Bluedevils down at the plate to
pick up the nonconference victory,

Bryan Carter and Andy Sterling
altowed only two walks for the
Bluedevils (0-2) compared to 11 in
the opener, but did atlow 10 hits,
ROOSEVELT 14-12,

ESTES PARK 3-3 ‘

JOHNSTOWN — Roosevelt had
21 hits in two games of a double-
header with Hstes Park.as the Rough
Riders opened their season with a
pair of Lnngs Peak Conference victo-
ries.

It was a homc run barrage in the
first game as Roosevelt hit four
homers in the five-inning affair. Mar-
tin Rodriguez (3-for-4} had two of
those homers with & pair of two-nun
shots in the first and third innings.
Richard Reyne had a two-run homer
in the first and Mathani¢] Hess added
& solo in the third.

S —

. Tuasday,

‘scofed sixX runs

tacked on two

|| No. 1 Reds cruise
past Crusaders

DENVER — Zack Hughas keyed
8 slx-run second-inning rally with a
two-run double as the Mo, 1 Eaton
Reds beat fourth-ranked Denver
Christian 8-4 on

Hughes' shot
was a line drive
aver the center
fielder's head,
giving him two of
his game-high 3
RBI. -

“We had a
gocd inning in
the second,™
Eaton coach Jim
Canlay said, "We

and that was
cartainly the
turning point. We
ool some pitches
we could hit
hard.”

Eaton (4-0)

more runs late in
the game, but
solid pitching by Scott Banger (1-0),
MNaolan Mininger and Mike Camrasco
kept the Crusaders (0-2)-from stis-
taining any sceting threats, Tha in- |
field tandam of Jeff Myers and Brent
Thompson tumed two double pJaj!.rs
for the Reds, killing potentially big in-
nings in the thmd and fitth,

The game was videotaped by
Denver's Channel 9News as its
game of the week and will ba aired
al 6:30 p.m. on Saturday,

— Staff Reporis

Bangert




- EATON 13, VALLEY O -
" EATON — Jdson Smxth came:
: close to batting for the cycle as Eaton.

rolled past Valley in the’ Greeley'
West Invitational ..~ '
~.. Smith pickedup a smg!e, a double '
and a t.nple, but faxled to homer.

e second 1 mnmg and cmht in the third
- before the game was called due ta
'(':lrknf:ﬁ in the fourth inning.
e Eﬂt(m starter Josh [snksen nnly
o gaw: up two hits and struck out three
_inthree innings. Relievers Nolan -
~‘Mininger:and Alex Ochoieach had
i e strikeouis and combined-w—
-~ pitch two no- hﬂ innings. -

| Red hot

‘bats smk
! Sherldan_ )

e it o

STAFF REPORTS

EATON — Zack Hughe% hnd five
RBI and Jeff Meyers added four as .
«No. I Eaton (5-0) blew past Shenddn
721-2 Thursday mght in ncnccmfer- S
ence play. =~ -
Meyers hit buth a d::-ubie and a
triple and Hughes added adouble for.
Eaton, which scored 11 runs in the

_ “EATON ... In Wray, Eaton " .
catcher Zack Hughes brought his . .
“season total to 21 RBI as the Reds..:. v/
' destroyed Wray in 20-6 and 23-4 i in "
".a 3A Northern Plains Conference o
~ doubleheader. ‘ :

. Inthe first game, Hughee belted o
‘a home run and picked up. 3 RBI for
the Reds (2-0, 7-0 overall). o

~In the second, Hughes added a

“double and 2 RBL
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-Freshman S homers keep No. 1 Eaton wsnmhg

'B"l" ROSS MARK
"y Eraqhw Trl;\um:

EATON — Bt takes a-;u;-pcﬁcﬂm: poise and
‘tlent to pot together a great basehall tewm,

Pt the Mo, | Eaton Beds (3-8 averall, 20
i the Northern Flains Conference) Wednes-
duy night needed justone of the above o drop
Holy Family (3-3 overali) in six innings, 14-
4in a nongonterence gtine,

Talent was enough o curry the Reds, aloang
with two two-man homers and 4 BIT fem a
freslunan designiged hiier. .

*That™s nol norwal for me,” said Todd
Stanclift, who hit (e two shots againsat the
wind at Enton High Schaol, "The coach (lim
Dunley) told me that iF 1 gt a fasthall 1o hit

.PREP BASEBALL

it. | thought, *Why not? | guess 1 heger da

what he says.” Aod i1 worked.”™

fr worked twice, which isn™t bad fur same-
ong who didn' even expect 10 make the var-
sity sguod ut the st of the seusem,

i, T didn't r,w;peu; to make the team,”
Seanclift admitted. ©'1 just came in and kept
trying and hoping, I worked hanl in practice
amul played hard, so here Eam.”

Even Eriniey whsn't sure belore the seizon
thit Stane life wartld suit up i 2 wAKILY uni-
form this year,

“| wantad to give him a shet at the desig-
nated. hillee spot, but not the way it hap-
pensd,” Danley said, “(Sophomere cateher)

Jush Yuiber |ml|q'ﬂ_ﬂ:|_|: mibsc b warny Froam the
bone in his h|]1 flexor, and thit's a prelty se-
rlous ijury,

Thut opened the doar far the freshinian.

“That iullowed Todd a chance o deing the
but on o regular bagis, and that's doerie him
some poed,” Bandey continued. < Aml it*s not
the fact that be's bitling home runs thal 15 the
best pari. s that he's making gond, hard
comtact consisemly at the plae,

“The home mins will happen, bt s -
i 0 pood ob of putting it n play.”

Witk the seore tied al 2 gaing thie the thicd,
the Reds decided it was time o take over.

SIID EIG F'IIF.I:II Page B4



}
$
]
5.

1 .
it -

ROSS MAAX / Greeley Tritwrw

S
Eaton’s Todd Stanclift, left, high-fives manager Jim Danley as he heads for home after hitting a two-
run homer in the third inning of the Reds' 14-4 wiiT"over Holy Family on Wednesday.

BIG RED

Eaton started the inning with three
straight doubles, followed by Stan-
chift’s first two-run shot. A double,
single and two walks followed for
Eaton as the Reds brought 13 batters
to the plate and scored nipe runs in
the inning to blow the game open, 1 1-
2.

Eaton allowed two more runs in
the top of the sixth, but Stanclift hit

his second homer in the bottom of the -

frame. Red Jason Smith was able to

circle the bases before the final out to
give the Reds the 14-4 victory via the
10~run rule.

Right ficlder Casey Wiederspan
had an impressive day from the plate,
going 3-for-3 with a double and scor-
ing twice. Smith was 2-for-3 with
three runs scored.

Although Eaton was able to blow
the game wide open in the third in-
ning and win on the 10-run rule, Dan-
ley wasn't all that excited about the

way his team performed.

“It was very sloppy.” Danley said.
“I wasn't pleased at all with the focus
of our team, even though we hit the
ball well. That's one of the dangers of
playing with an undefeated scason —
the kids kind of put it on cruise con-
rol. -

“Right now, they feel like they're
9-feet tall and bulletproof. They've got
to play better than this if they're going
to be good at the end of the season.”



Freshmen dynamic duo = Eaton sweep-

BY T.M. Fﬂl]ﬂﬂ -
Trikrare -

ATON — It disesn”t mstter that S-foal-
7 piicher Tanser Talcyama and §-3 sluggzer
Tadd Sianclift are oo opposite ends of the
Sizo spsirum. '

They praduce.

And produstion is all that matiers whes
you play for the No. 1 Class 3A baseball
feam in the sEate. ==

In the world of Eaton Baseball, the rich
have gotien richer because of the immernie
tadents of freshmen Tateyama asd Stanclifi.

Suanclift isn' ofd encagh to drive, bat he
sure koo hew 1o drive the ball,

Tatzyarna doesn’t have enough hair on Bis
face io shave, but be sure i3 rarar sharp with

Stanclift, Tateyarna lead No. 1 Reds over Brﬁ:ﬁnm’qs

PREP BASEBALL

his pitches.

Led by the two young Reds, Exton sivept
the Flae Valley Bromeos 13-0 and 61 Sat-
urdas-afierneon in Nesthern Pliins Confer-
ence play. :

Tateyaina, who can throw five priches,
pitched a ane-hit shuiout in the first game
snd was in dontrod the whsole way. He picked
up bis second win of the season by fanning
geven Broncos and  walking .no ond.
“lusaually doa"t have as many strkeouts, byf
1"m working oa getlng beier copizel,” sad
the 170-pound Tareyama, who hasn’t given

up an earned run in 10 nnings this year.

Having an offense wilh & eam h.'l1l.|l1-3 Ay
erage of 46T entering the pame will 1ake
pressure off anyone.

“1"m really relansd when | po oul thene.
“They just ge a lot of ruas,™ Tateyama said
-of the Reds” bats. L

Reds catcher Zack Haghes, the stabe’s
leader in RBI with 22, was the recipéent af
Tabeyama's maslerpiece.

“Tanmet's god great controd. He's alaays
right around the place,” Hughes said. “He al-
ways keeps his eurveballs down and splat-
fingers in. For being a freshiman be's very
matuze, He™ll be in the dupout cheerng and
relling Fays to sty in the game. He acts lice

a wenior out there.”

Reds veteran skipper Jim Danley said hia
freshman husler has amazing control for be-
ing so young. "

“Honestly, be has Tive pitches. I dan’t
kmow when 1"ve ever sad some of our more
sccomplished seniors kad five pisches that
they eoald deliver to the plate 31 any lime,”
said Danley of Tateyama's fasiball, corve-
ball, knsckle cerveball, sphir finger and
chamgeup. “Tanner is real special. He's got
great sruff. He's o dusciplined, fodused,
bright individual whe hiis a plan oul there.”

Darley said Tateyama's matare beyond
his years. ¥

“He"s just light :.r::-. abead of any fregh-

Seo EATOM, Page B3
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men I've had, We've had freshmen
who had good stuff, but we've nev-

. ‘erhad a finished product like that out
there,” Danley said.

The big blow in the first game
‘was deliversd by designated hitter

-Sanelift. The 220-pound power hit-

_ ter pounded a first-inning grand slam

_ 1o give the Reds (4-0 league, 10-0
overail) a 6-0 lead.

.. Tateyama cruised the rest of the
way against the Broncos (0-4 league,
1-7-1 averall}. .

“He kept the ball down and had a
real nice curveball,” Platte Valley

" coach Jeff Rockwell said of ;Falc)':\-

ma. “He sure heid us down, You're
not going te win any games by not
scoring.” . ’

Stanclift, who has 13 RBlin 21 a1
bats this season and is hitting 421,
smacked a 420-foot shot o center
field for his team-leading fourh
home run in three games as Alex
Ochoa (5 ipnings, 2 hits, 9 strike-
outs) won his third of the season in
game two.

“He's just crushing the ball
When he stays back and doesa’t
jump at the ball, he's an excellent

hitter.” Danley* said of Stanclhift,
“The best thing about Stanchift is
that he puts the ball in play so he's
poing 1o hit for average, too. Last
wear was the first year 1 really had a
freshman who could hitthe lang ball
and that was Zack Hughes, We're
very fortunate to have two of them in
two years.”

Stanclifi shook his head and
didn’t know quite what 1o say about
the way he's producing as the No. 7
hitter in what is arguably the state's
maost powerful linewp.

1 don’t want to get my head too

big. This is my first time hitting
them oul.” Sianclift said. *I'm
swinging & fastballs and trying to
keep my head down and ot fly out.”

Swanclift proved his worth last
summer when he played on Eaton's
Legion B state championship team.

Casey Wiederspan got the Reds )

on the board with a solo shot in the
third inning in the second game. The
Reds broke open a 1-0 game off
Broncos lefty Justin Nelson in the
fifth on a run-scoring double by
leadoff hitter Jason Smith and a tow-
ering 425-foot dinger off the bat of

two-time all-stater Mike Camrasco.
The Eaton third baseman, who re-
lieved Ochoa in the sixth and struck
out four, hit his homer over Third
Street 1o give the Reds a 5-0 lead.
Stanclift followed with his second
tater of the day an inning later.

“1 mever hit it that far before,”
Stanclift said of his second homer.

Carrasco was a star as a freshman
for the Reds and understands what
Tateyama and Stanclift are going
through.

“That whole freshmen class will
be something special. They are all

athlews,” Car-
raseo said. AL
this  Jevel 1
didn’t  think
(Stanclift) could
do it, but he
proved - me
wrong.”
Thats no surs

There are not
many things that
Tateyama and -
Stanclift have done
season.

wrong yet this |

[

CeLaaw



EATON BASEBALL... In Brush,
Casey Wiederspan batted 1.000,
with two home runs in'back to back
at-bats and hitting in five as Eaton -
swept Brush 13-1, 7-0 ina Class 3A -
Northern conference doubleheader.

Wiederspan added an outstanding .
running catch in nght field i in the sec-

"conference bascball Saiurday. The
" Reds swept Yuma 10-0, 10-2.
Eaton remains perfect this sea-

ond game. son, 8-0-in conference, 15-0 overall. *
‘ Brent .Yu%'nddéosp: to thtowara]!s ]
. L (] anclift went 3-for-3 i in;
-Thompson . game two with 3 RBI, includinga
also made -single, double and a solo homer.in
three tough - the fifth. .
defensiv g. E o Eaton had strong pm:hmg from
ensive aton tops five different pitchers. Molan
p[ays atsec- . Y Minixlgeraooil: the win li_ln game
, : one. Alex Ochoa was the winner - -
ond base. uma to in gamé two. Both have a 4-0
HOME-RUN DERBY ... In Zack s TR
= . . E n
Fart M?r[{am the wind was blowing ughes h‘f‘d‘_ Gilcrest, Valley's Jerrod Chacon
oul as Eaton ¢4-0, 1 1-0) and Fort two hits'in ; s ] hit his first home ruibh of the season
Morgan combined for 11 home runs  game two, in- . s .. the Vikings fell to Skyline 7-4
o e Foa dutned o Chding s Wodaropan _ EnToN Mk G et
Morgam 17-9 in []1:;_ n-:lnu;'nl!ftn:nr;l; thrée run homer m the sevemh, s and Eaton in a doubleheader against . end, also picked up his'LOth RBI.
_home-tun derby, " an RB] Yuma in Class 3A Northern Plains’ -+~ Nate Davw wemt 3-for-3,

.

When Ochoa broke his right tibia
.+ bone during a football peactice and .
“was I walking cist from October
* umtil February, Eatoa head coach Jim
Danley didn't know if Ochoa wouald
+ - be ready until the end of the seaton.

“Alex is gening stronger il the
tme,” said Danley, who sxid the no-
hiteer was Ochoa's best performance
in his prep career. “When he gets
aheid in the count he just dominabes.

FROM PAGE B1

Eaton senior sparkles
with no-hit 10-0 win

BY T. H. FASAHG

Glm[ny Trbuna - The futare Jooks bright [for Alex) be-
~ = cawse (here aren't 8 lot of guys who
EATON — When .-"'ulcx Dchn:l is on, can bring in at aroand 85 mph, He's

had a good eareer here. one of the
berer ones that anyone™s had.”

Danley said Ochoa siarted the sea-
son oul with o pronounced limp and
coualdn’t nan from foul pole to foul
pale because of the pain.

*“*The firsi ihing that went through
my mviedl when | cracked my ankle
was if 1 was going 1o be able to
pitch.” said Ochoa, whao is 13-1 the
pasi two seasoas for the Reds. "My
mom and dad helped me rehabilitaie
my ankle.”

The anly pain Ochoa's causing
now is bo the olher leans

Except for giving up six walks

his fastball screams mn ch:hoa o op-
pusmg hitters. -~

Oﬂhﬂa ade . his'. iast reguinr—seawn-i__'__
“tart in an Eaton'Reds uniform a most-
memorable one by striking out a career-
Ingh 14 Highland Huskies and firing a-no-
hitter on Saturday,

- No one has to wm-ry nl:-mu Ochoa ever
lumg confidence.

Tripreny conﬁdcntbmuss I‘w: gm one -

A0 FEVTIO0M | Grasbay Trtna

of the best defenses in state,” Ochoa said. -
“The Reds senior right-hander, with ar-"
ullery that included an 83 mph-fastball
and knuckle curveball, fired the no-hitter |
against the Huskies in the first game of a

doublcheader sweep.

—Aﬁer—()chﬂa-b mﬂm_g_sama_nnies_

- piece’ in the 10-0 six- -
inning  victory, . the
Reds pc:wercd their
way to & five-inning.
'12-2 victary over thc
Huskies (3-7-
MNorthern. Plains_._ 4—
10 overall) in. game
. lwio, - _
- Eaton was led by -
Todd - Stanclift’s.
. grand slam, his team-..
lesding eighth homer

of the year, and a pair Hw

" of . two-run  home

/B3

: nins by Mrke Cana'-;m and Zack Hu ghf:s _'

Eaion third baseman Mike Car-

rixsco throws the ball 1o first baso
against rfighlnﬂ,ppsmuraw.

EATON

it paced the Reds inan 1 1-nan thind
inning. Casey Wisderspan also went
3-for=3 fo abd the Reds' hitting stack
against Highland's Jess Muaro, Mike
Ackelson snd Kelly Bermdt as
Eaton's Tanmer Tateyama picked up

* 'his third win of the season.

Thie two wins upped the Reds’ reg-
ular season record to §7-0, 10-006 the
Morthern Plains Conference, and
made it the first time ever thal am
Eatan baschall team finighed the reg-
ulsr season wndefeated.

Now it"s ol to the Class 3A Dis-
trict Flayoffs Tuezday where ihe
Reds will mast likely host Yuena at 4
pum in Enton with Ochoa 2 the prob-
abde starier. The winmer of that game
ph:.-q apxin Friday in the. district
wimifingls amd finals s For Morgan,

First things first, ibough. If the
Reds are going to win their thind 34
sinbe championship in five years, they
il puve o dominating Ochoa on the
meound.

=It'1l he pood metivation for Alex
because we need him right now, 1i's
crunch time rght now,” sald siar
ihird baseman Mike Camrasco, who
socked his third homer 1o go with
Four RBI in the doubleheaier,

agninst the Huskies, Ochoa fanned 14
of 1he 26 itters he faced and allowed
just one ball out of the infickd
Ochea's mo-hitier was the third
one Be's thrown in his varssty carcer
at Eatos, He threw back-1o-hack mo-

- hitters las year, when he went 7-1.

Oichion s about as unbinable as a
butterfly this scasom, The 5-foot-%
Ochi, who wants tos play baseball in
college, is 6-0 with 44 strikeouts in

30w innangs ard an incredibly sungy .

exmed-run averape of 046,

Anather slatistic a8 impressive ns
Ochoa’s ERLA is that opposing hiters
are battimg just (113 (D2-for-104)
against i

*Hix Tastball and Lur-.-l:h il were
woeking exceptionally well today,”
gnid all-arnie shoriciop Jeil Meyers,
wha keocked in four runs in the
sweep. "' 0 pood  confidence
hooster for him.”

Eaton 10, 12 Highland @, 2

e Cmiy Eaean
Wharu 13 Y Y e Dl
o, Cameti: 3 Fages b Ueyers, Beesd Thismgas.



Meyers, Reds
are true love
on dlamund

BY T.M. FASANO _
Grn'u-.- T'rtu-- *

E-'I.TCH!"-I —.T:I'I' }-1:3':“ hu51l1:u twinkbe in
hag eves and hop in has step,

Tuesday was the beginaing of the official
run for the roses in Colorado high school base- -
ball, and Mevers s one horse r]1.-.|1 got out of
the gabe early. .

The all-staee Eaton
shortstop banged ow
three hits and knocked in
o padr of naes o help lesd
the Mo. |-ranked Reds 1o
an | 1-4 victory over the
Yuma Indeans in the first
roisnd of the Class 3A
Morherm F|ﬁ:|n:|.D|!.'||':|-|‘:t .
Toumasneri. . .

The Reds (18-0) ad-
vanced b the distrct
sermifinals agasnst Plane Nayers .
Valley at 9:30 a.m. Friday at Fort Morgan.
The other semifinal game pits Valley against
Brush at noon, The two semifinal winners
play for the district titde &t 3 pom.

Meyers enjoys baseball 'pmhabljr mone
thamn the typical couch-potato likes "I'htJ:'rn.'
Springer Show.”

Reds head coach Jim Danley has seen a lot
of shortstops come and go during kis 27-vear
stint at Eaton. Seven of thern have gone on to
play in college. Danley said before the season
started that Meyers iz the. best-shorstop
Eatons had simee Mike Andmun in 1983

High praise.

Anderson was a star for the University of
MNorthemn Colorade and went on to sign with
the California Angels.

“I'm really awestruck that he 'S-ald theat,™
Meyers said.

The 5-food-]0, I?fb-puundjunl{.n’ it doing
s job to pet the Reds a third state title in five
years, Meyers is hitting 421 with 23 RBI from
the Mo, 2 hole in the batting order,

A three-spont smbibete for the Reds, baseball
is Meyers" first love. He's been playing the
game since the age of 7 and is just ancther one
of many Esaton ballplayers who grew up lov-
ang the red and white pinstripes.

Meyers iz one of those players with base-
ball instincts, He's always at the right place
and rarely makes misiakes.

Son EATON, Page B3




_ MEYERS

“He understands the game. Jefls
always in the right spot and he's
thinking ahead,™ Danley said.

Meyers is one of those players

. whounderstands the history of Eaton
- tradition on the diamond.

“There is nothing bener than Eaton
baseball 1o me.” Meyers said. “There
is a lot of respect for us. We take
pride in our baseball.”

Meyers moved from Greeley in

 the fifih grade and is glad he did.

“It's been so great here. Eaton's
had good baseball forever,” Meyers
said. “I'm just glad to be playing in

this organization because we're at our -
high spot.

Meyers most likely has a career in
baseball after Eaton, but all he's aim-
ing for is the state title.

“My first goal is to win state.” said
Meyers, who banted 333 with 20 RBI
last season on a team that made it to.
the 3A state semifinals. “It's nice to |

- be on a team that has a chance to win *
every time we go out no matter who __

we play.”

Danley said Meyers has the talent )

to contribute 1o a Division [-A base-
ball program.

Meyers will cenainly accept a Di-
vision I-A shot if it comes, but he's
enjoying his prep career right now.

“1 just want to go on and have a
good high school career and, hope-
fully. have a good college career,”
Meyers said. “If I get lucky I can play
a little baseball after that.™

Mevers' defensive skills should
open the eves of a lot of scouts.

“He just has the softest hands for

an infielder that we've probably ever
had here.” Danley said. “He certainly
is capable of playing Division I base-

. ball. Defensively, that guy is wortha

lot and is becoming a good hitter, too.
His glove is worth several runs 10 3
college team right now.”

But Meyers isn't in any hurry o
prove that. He relishes his role as one
of the leaders on the state’s top-
ranked team and intends to fully en-
Jjoy this time of his life while it"s here.

EXTRA INNINGS ... The Reds
10-runned Yuma in the two games

_during the season, but actually had a.

difficult ime disposing of the Indians
{4-9) this time around. With the Indi-
ans adding atwo-spot in the fourth in-

ning which cut the Eaton lead 0 6-4,

Danley rounded n? the troops along
the third-base Jine for a few meaning-
ful words. “He really pumped us up.
We didn't come in focused and that's
just not like us,” Meyers said. “Then
we started having good at-bats, our
defense didn't let us down and our
pitching became strong.” Danley said
that players get in playoff games, get
excited and try to do too much. “It'sa
good lesson for us,” Danley said. ...
Eaton’s Alex Ochoa, who tossed a no-
hitter with 14 strikeouts against High-
land on Saturday, picked up his
seventh win. Nolan Mininger also

pitched three innings and fanned three
batters while Mike Carrasco pitched
the seventh inning and struck out two
of the three hitters he faced. ... The
Reds banged out 12 hits against
knuckleballer Nathan Klein. First
baseman Matt Hagen and Meyers led
the way with thret hits apiece. Car-
rasco added two s:nﬁles for the des
Exton 11,

= Aima Cutea W T3,
ity .,z;'m'
Tremgnn, et

TER 380, 350) wd Zack
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Eaton cruises en route to regional title

BY MATT SCHUMAN
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Stanclift hopes to keep power numbers steadv

Eaton caicher Zach Highes takes all the
aredil for the hining prowedd ol b friend
Todd Suncld

=1 have 1w nake ceedi Tor his home nei
becaute | give him advics afl the ume.”

EATON_

i o e Wikh B TeDerun 1508 it
pave the Redi 3 18] lead He earlier had

Hughas. pad. “Every timee-you. get-up-l——p o a1 Toen the woond insing

doesn’t manier what you S 3 loag 34 you
it i il . That's. bt ] el bvim.™

Of course. Waghes i ooty foling abows
il e ettt maybe Seaselift i Liv
ening. With hin bwe Bame pans in Sazar-
dig'i Reguon | Bawrball dsurmamesl o
Buich Butier Field, Suachh broky B
sl peoand For mont hiese Aifd i b s20
won, yerpanning the odd mark of 10 et by
Tormer Eame siugger Mal Arderson

Vet whes oo ddk Sianclify whal males
bebrm wech @ oot i pEed, e TEY L AT,

=1 doEn e, S‘n’r;lll’l aid. “1 st
ying wieh they bt and ey 10 o whas [ cam”

Even il Be doesn’n kno, hiv talest see o
{irmdiiess. Eaton coach i Danley cali ki
[:-*] hlsl siupger ba's had a5 & fredlman,
comaparing ki v e likes of formes Exion
grear ke Andarica asd andther peeiry
Food Rinei — iome guy rained Tach Hogh-
[ 1]

“We never expected 62 uor o Treiheas
wha bit a3 pocad ou Zach Hughes.” Draniey
sabd. Yoo heve we have sacer yeusg. ul

“Thew wene Pying T s odas .~ Stan-

ol waid :I'.":‘:Nﬂ'jl of b o W

ranl LA = |;rl?.|:\o\. Ll ad thange
wopn] Gur iy.”

Surpraireghy, Eanes by e ball wih -

| fbaarity deiging petting ro peastise Eone ol

3 oaklle thin week Betauie ol the rway

weathes. That lefi Eaion coadh ham Dasley

v wondkering il he dbield change ha prachos
eejimen

Al wi iletukiay by ghem gut sy

e 1 dheey're Bidting liks 1k Danbey

The bema run parsde i wSmeling e
0 the Eaton conth. This is I.I‘H}h 1Y
e poridrpusck Bnesp s Eis 17 seasone
with the Enten program. The Kedh bave hit
32 rosarsd-mrippeTs U e, & misd:bog-
gling amous o tee B dipper.

=1 8oa't think wi'vE Fat 12 hoime mant @
all the timme [ve been hare,” Danley daid

Wty the Reds” effeniive show wal

el wigh e T o and Il-hl.l.

Wil win R
whien you have hting
pitching aad dufpser thil wim famdas
We're eerigaly [song some paed Leans
ren) week, arad we'll Bivg 15 REGE avETy-
thing paing fof ua ™

{f coorie, Lhe o ataff Belped mue
delense ot S:rrr "-¢ ar Miringer al-
boad ealy one nun oa Froe Irli i e
..,3..]_-"1"-.9r|h|p and mlen Ochoa'theew &
daaaling one-himer with cight wrilicouts in
he semifinals witlk b perlas gams po=g
westil Mlazhebe et & Mas Heoweroon brobe i
w3 Pa-dul figle in the foerth

SLMIFINAL

LAGLE WALLEY 11, ROOQSEVELT 2

Rozvreveh | |- peoald rrusuge saly ord
sy bt and comiraned fowr oo a8 il W
i Aemaom s 39 Slesew it a bowd i B3
gl Valley High Schood is the Region |
semifinale

Riocnc £ s ot il ol on & sisgle by
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s
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TN —
walches his |
lead-c homer
fry oot of the
park in Epon's
141 win over

Eagi Valiey.
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e B
Class JA
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0 coumng, Stanclili kfawd Bis SBL0EEE
eould change. Thar's why he Bopes fal he
bana't ;l'.l:l:l.'ﬂl‘l 3 BIIES 15 R0

=Yeah, v do womy atoo that™ Sus -

lift said, “Whes Mao Anderson did @
dbroke 1he recoed) a8 o sophommoes, he
adn'c do moch s jusior and pmeor pear,
o o U TR B B Everviben g all
L ORCE

Theee deerss linde Bielibood of (he
Seurclih is & raw sabem walting te develep
even mare. He'i ot & porer hmers frame
& B-fooe-X, 338 pousdi. Yeu he alio has
ounick handi that malee him daskendd b 68

it sacial Eorar'y el Ty A
delenne thar helped camry the Redi v ihe
B eemarnetl
Eanon commisted 0o ermers i bod the

harrpiceibep and b 100 vamory in five in-
pirgs over Mashebou! w2 e semalind.
The Redi dedn™t am any double phn
They didn’l have b Fske 1o MARY 3pes

— —tsec e eETher P I B e FF’HL
in thair soptubsn Thri season. Eaton hat
wsied aely 31 emon

Jni Lhebie walks,

“Hie (I lakar] S 3 s gk i Yo AIve
wr-..:\;-ﬁh-;dw Rocacveh czach Jor
Chagon. “But if yeu wmched =4 3 the
plate, e were enpesting & Laiball piicher
and wy prepared for jusi e Sppedile Rz
k"

Eigle Walley “paied 1 b g v
spvgll gtamer Ser Meia asd nefler
Nuarer] Hews,

" think " v thin g, " vaid Dualey,
pluimmg wly Sanchf s soch g good llln
=He G Bas e st handoeve coordinatios

ier. bét 3 pood high-average kimer. And
thesn there s tha guichasi. He Bas a guick
b ™

o 10 bEa g ol his .a::nr'p“:hﬂ-enl-
=He's 2 frmibimen, be's brokea dhe h-.l’ﬂ\‘
san fecerd, vt Be Aver ks atod il
ol pirwi i T

o Lot 1 B~
Besides, Heghes can take e credi. Al
fer & b5 naghe sl-lhllﬁ coefy ing bey




1998 Final Four
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Ewven though
pichung and
dofense, bko e
Qoo plyy o
Eaton thed
basoman Mekhie
Canasco, have
boon a key lor the
Flots. oMenee bk ody
will sot the lone
whon the Reds
N

Lt tourmawnent
plivy F reclny ot
Rogs Unevoruly
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Power fuels t ese Reds




Power fuels these Reds

BY T.M. FASAND
Gropkey Trbune

Jirm Danley™s heen down thnf. FHJ‘E['E&"'.JI.IFE
road many ormes before, bul even the 27-
wedl vereran coach of 1J'|e Eaton Reds cavs
something’s different this ime around.
When the Moo 1 Reds (22-0) take on
Faith Choistian 15-6) 2t noon Friday in the
Class 34 semifinals 8t Regis University,
N be the |lth final four appearance
Sfeightds in the last 10 vears) for & Danley-
-woached tearm No. 2-Lamar {(17-1) and No,

3 (Mathe (19-3) play in the other semifinal ©

game with the stare championship game

slated for a 9230 am. ‘id:urdw, -«-.Lart at All-

City Stadium in Denver,
This Eaton 1zam s different than Dan-

FROM PAGE B1

ally well, but I didn"t know we would
.add Stanclift to an already nutqtnnd-
ing hitting hneup, Danley, said.

W Add to the mix a pmuhmg %ml’t
“with a team earned-run average of

1.53. and one wonders |I Il'u-:: Redscan
~has two junior pitchers {Brad Stiles
- apd Mike Thompson} among the best

“in the state; knows how good Eaton is

be stopped.
Eaton will not on] v be shooting for
its third state title in five years, but is
also gunning for the scheol's first un-
defeated senson, '
Faith Christian coach Ralph
Mance, whose team is making its

first-ever appearance, in the state -

playoffs. said Eaton is deserving cf
its No. | ranking.

“Tve had o team that has fit this well,”

- Eaton enters State with top offense -

@ 3A team capsules / B4

ley’s pﬁst squads becapse of ﬁr iurnhf-n
brings to the plate,

“We haven't been in a final four u'-mre
saud
Dinley, whe said bar speed ard guickness
throughout the lineup are what sets this of-
fense apat. - '

W'y pmu.h furz youang with ssven vn-
derclassmen in the starting b.J.ltlng order.

W 1t's muscle-man powerful wilh 37
home runs in 22 games. :

B ft's a pitching coach’s nightreare with
an pffense averazing more than 13 runs per

“They know full well they're a

__pood baseball team. They're .not
- gverrated,” Nance: said.
'I-‘EJJ.'}I' muih ﬂw':m: of how E;om! [hey :

“They're.

are.
. ]amar cnach Dave FEtSb]U‘[II:} wh{: ’

and congiders the Reds the tourna-
ment favornie.

“I've been. telling plavers that
Eaton is the best ball team in 3A, but

we ain't far behind. They hit the ball -

better and they'te pretty solid defen-
sively,” -

£

vk,

w

game and hitting at a4 439 r.||p
B Scven of the nine sar
more BB

% I:M'rE 200

B 11 hias a freshman in G-3, -BD-p'}md :

designated hitter Todd Stanclift who hits in
the Mo, 7 hole, bul kolds the single-s2ason
sehoob record for Bome ouns with 11,

M 11 has a freshman (Stanclift) and

sophomere {(catther Zack Hughes) who

“have-combined -for 17
EBL
1 knﬂu WE WETE Eumg 1o hit the ball re:

homers -and 77

e T—

 See EATON, Page 33 ;

All D;Lﬁiev il';aw. tos do, though, is 20 .

" back a yearto recat] that anything can
-happen in the game of bascball:.

5till fresh in his mind is- w]mt he

calls the worst inning in Eaton histo-
Ty dunﬁg bast year's 17-6° Stiresemi-

final loss to Kent Denver whenthe—
Reds gave up 13 mns in ths_- ﬁret in-
nng.

'"I think we're hurl_g,r_':f' ] can't re-
member “an inning that -bad in- 30
Danley said. “This -year's
team is very focused on that., That

bathered the underclassmen an awful

- lot. They have a desire 1o prove them-

selves after last year's debacle.”
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SPENCE MICHAEL WILSCN / Greeley Trtune

Eaten teammates géther around after defeating Faith Christian High School on Friday 1o secure a spot in the Class 3A
state championship baseball game against the Lamar Savages this morning.

Eaton domlnates
Falth Christlan '

sets up title

game vs. Lamar

BY T.M. FASAND
Grunlh'Tl‘ibunﬂ

DENVER — Mau 1k |||:,,l.‘:r % philos 'uph_-r of

life is prewy '1l:| nghtforwrd.

Gl

Schonl. .-

Basebul:.

I thiat order.

Hagen’s gradusting
from Eaton High-

Eaton's Zack
Hughes, right,
“tags out Faithe
Christlan's -
Luke Eha in
Eaton's 14-5
win. Eaton
plays Lamar
today for the -
championship,

BFENCE MICHAEL
WiALEON
Girgaheny TrEnne

e
e e

downed: Clathe 41 in the sther semifimal

schonl For just one day ] I
game, Setling vp a Mar. 1 ws, Mo, 2 stane final,

OfF the swreapth of o 12-hin, 14-5 vie tory

TSl o S TRy
he knows whers Tie's
L giing o coilege, so

forgive the Eatos first .

bascman if he switch-
o5 prinrities amd places
haseball ahead of

ssee-Fail 1 -Lhristian.-indhe-Class 3A.State. - “Wigning: the state championship might
he even myae special then pradeation.” Hi-

Baschall ﬁcmn:“ wha ap Repis Univ L'r*-1|_-,- o
SFriday, Hagen wnd e Mo, 1 Reds will play
“for. the swte: championship against. Mo, 2.
Lainar a1 %30 this morning o All-City St
" diom in Drenver. Larbar (1810, behind fare-
hafler hike Thofpson's 88 mph fastbalk,

- e said.
Tagen Jed the Taton u[l'n:n*:l'-'l." allack with -
three hits and four RAT as the Reds §22-00 ~

Sea EATON, Page B3



_ Whenever. [gct L:p.it_hﬂt:lls.l.i.hé
“Paul or Zack or M]kr abways drives

them in, but I:can’t complain on a’

team that's hitting this good,” Hagen~ -
1If somebody else drives in the
ruans, i°s fine w:[h me a5 long as we.

said. .

keep on winning.”

Reds head coach lim Danley re--.

members when Hagen, o two-year

starter, camte into the program as a 3- ¢
foot-2 freshman wh wanted [{: [Il..t} o

second base.

“He was the littlest gu_!.- Y evmf

sgw,” Danley said. “He had second

base writien afl over him, but he's just -
prown like no one would have imag- -

ined.-He retained those grear hands:
He's o pretty special first baseman.”

AL 6-30 185 pounds, Haqcn  aill-
grown up and walits to leave his mark " -
©up. big.in’

by helping ||:'IL- Rcd-« Lﬂpmm a state ti-
tle.

He's ll.ﬂ{Em;L the pn:w.ﬂ.:rt'nl EEHDII .
“offense in hits (40), doubles {13) ‘md_ N
barting average {541} and has man-

_an_outstandin g_}"ﬂm'_.i-lu.'.a s onts

sstapding contacthitter, > Danley said. -
“Hes really goud with twio'strikes.”
Carraséo said Hagen's had a gieat

.]J]i'l_'g"ﬂlff' rin for the Reds.

HE‘LLL.:H s heen on fire in the post-
51:'.1*;{111 Camm,uamd “Hr:hud abig
day today.””

Fellow sehior Alex Ochou, who
will start Tor the Reds apuinst Lamar,
sapd Hagen knows u..h.,lt he wants oul -
of basehall, .

- *I'think he v..mn:d it more than

Lmvt'n:sﬂ[:,' He's moving to collegeball

in the fall and he likes Baseball™

D.u,h{m _wﬂld ‘Bawhﬂ!l % hu.. IM" 1.

- sport.” : )
It *.L.E..:I'ﬂ‘i as Ihnunh G m'_',r F.:nm hlr-

I'er CAITICS twi, |'H|"-. 1o the plate with
them, and H’IE‘("“ s munaged 1o come
|lI|.L.k1E_. full of frie .
-u‘.lf1l'|ﬂr-_‘m

T}.mh:, E:nan that hc-tl-!_r 1h.:n any:
.ﬂnr; '
He km:.l n‘i L'llm":l]‘.lﬁEﬂl'i in I.hc mu:i-

“HEed o knockn Iz’t TOMS [L'i?‘t‘r'-"“'?!!{l_d'l"ﬂ T AT tmeup, bul We conldn

Redﬁ
“His BB would he 1nc1’td1b§:: i he
were in a different spol-He's just had

‘whede w:_' e withott Matt HLLLL*n
“hitfing dike hie's been.”” Danley said.

E}{THA INNINGE 'IEw :aeuu.'

Fi'lh l!:ll.i"IIIIJn
Eaon

- have.a tcum J:altmg av emgr. .uf ‘435-—

.going intothe state {inals, . .. Despite
two balks, Tateyama handcuffed the: .
- Eagles on thmr.: hits and one earned .
run over. four i innings. “Tanner came.

in and gave us the kind of perfor-- - -

mance we needed. Tanner's perfor-

© mance was huge,” Danley said. “You

“saw him get a little rattled after the .
balk,but Tanner's one of those rare -
“young guys who knows how to'pull - '
humejt back together and get Tocusad -
.tgd[l‘l Few young guys can do that.”
Carrasco would have had three
lnplcq for the day if not for falling at .
first base on his third at bat resulting . -
in o double+,. The Reds came inlo
the gaime. with 37 home ‘funs in 22 .
games, but didn’t hit a homer in the
semifinals. Six of their hits did gu fur 5
extra bases. - e

" Eaton 14, Failth Ehﬂs’ﬂan 5
LN N T —_-li'
. BT, : —i4 - 1;:. : :
Taith Chrinfiom — Sean Plaraca {L B4, JH. BEF, 3 !E-E-.
. G0, Aopd Gpenzalos |1l G, SER. ARB, B3 sind Ayet -
= K Ebmcab gt B = mm—e—mm&-—,—
fik, Gonzales.
Eeton —= Paka Mringnr rﬁ‘H AER, G0, I}ﬁDI 'l'll'lI'H
Talsyarrs 44ih, W 340, 3H_VER, DB, 350 and Zack Hugh-

.up. 2R - Mies Camosco, Zack Hughss 58 - Carmacco 20Met

Hagan; Pau! LeMa. AEE - Mall Higen 4, Tead Stancit 2,
_Lofis 2, Hugnas 2, Cameaco 2 Casay Wiadaiegen.. - -



AL TR AAM

It's a slmple
war of hitting
vs. pitching

D'EH'.I'EH The theory thal geod
g hang beafs posul !1|'I|I1$ will
be tested inihis morning"s (9500
Clads 34 Sinte Baschall Championihip
pame against the Eaton Beds and
Lamasr Savapes ab AN-Cloy Stadium,

Thie Mo. I Savages bave the pitch-
in

The Mo. | Reds haye the bais,

May the best arm, or swing. wis. 3

Larmar comes in with ts twolop =
piichers — mpk-bander Mike Thamg-
som wnd lefi-hander Brad Stiles —
therowing BB in the middle to apper
Ris

Thompson digponcd of the heavy-
hitting (Maihe Pirate: 4-1 in Friday*s
semifinal pame at Regis University.
whale the Reds pounded out 12 hits 1n &
15 wictory ower Faith Christian,

Mow the fan hegins,

This is the gome everyons’s been
walting for. Eaton {23-0) will be trying
firr its farst wndefeated seasan, while
Eamar (18- 15 will be gunning Foe i

sisthusisie.championshipin, L0 years. ...

Eaton’s been Moo | all season,

Lsmer's been Mo, 2 all year, Sav-
apes caach Dave Fassiono sabd he's
told his team all.season that Eaton's the
best Class A has o ofler.

M eoudse, Fossiotio saud his team

« tsn't far behind.

The ew teams are w0 feeh in rodi-
tion with sevem wate iiles 'lh-mu:ﬁh the
Inst decade.

Lamar is knewn for ils brenendous
|1i||:h-in;: aver the years.

“These kids just want to pisch,”™ said
Fassiotbo, who bas been n coach in
Lamae™s program for |5 years, "They
wani ihe ball amd et mad il they dos’
et the hall.”

Simce turnimg ol Dougp Brocail
{pitching for 1be Detroil Tigers) i
1984, ihe Savages have produceid
Dwmg's pousger brother Scodt (deafted
by the Cinginnati Reds), Tyson
Hastsboen (phiching in Class A for the
Toronio Blae Jays)k, ind 1994 fiesi-
roumd Houston Astros phek Scoit Elar-
1om, wha is the Astros’ Moo | prospect

Tol o L
Eatos has n hisiory wath the Brocsil

< proibers. In 19045, the Reds beal Doag
F. 1 ar Eatom in the sate aiasnerfinals,

R

--ers Scan Pierson and Jared Gonzales -
. tolead 9-Uafter two innings. : .

 were third baseman Mike Carfasco
(3-for-3, 2 triples, double, 2ZRBI}and

EATON

o

_]umped 11I :werFmth Christian pilch—

From then oft,; it was just a matter i
of whether the’ Eaglcs (15-7)would |

prevent, themsch'es ftom bclng LV
runned.

Other hitting stars for the Reds

lefi fielder Pavl Lofiis (2-for-3, triple, *

"2 RBIY in a lineup that had seven of

the nine starters bang out at least a hit, -
Catcher Zack Hughes and designated

hitter Todd Stanclift also chipped in - |

with a pair of RBI, as freshman Tan-

* -ner Tateyamna pitched four strong in- -
nings to pick up his fourth win |
~without a loss after relieving starter. .

‘MNolan Mininger in the fourth inning.

The Reds, trying to win their third

. siate title"in five years, will be play-—

ing in the state championship garme,

- for the fifth time in six years.” . .

Hagen and second baseman Brem :

—==Thompsor-are-the o

~ position pliyers on a young and_tal-
. ented team, With Carrasco (37 RBI);

Hughes (44 RBIyand Loftis (25 RBL} -

..n}'...

_ 'FASANO

Scett got rcw.n;ge in 1989 by hwx-
ing the Reds 3-2 in'the semifinals. "

Valley was a4 5-4 Eaton win' in l-iﬁt

:,re,m' s regional semifinals.

"% The Reds will run into Teﬁy
Brad Stiles (5-0, (.64 ERA, 49 ‘50

“in 32 1P} in todlay’s final. Like the

ton; Stiles 1% big at 6-5, 213 pnunds
‘and throws 85 mph. -

-Lhnugh Reds couch Fim Danley has

‘| "abe Alex Ochua (7-0; 1.03 ERA, 59

50, 40 23Ty lined up to siart-with

- Bug he kwws hr}w guud

" Laimne's pitching is..
| The'only other mecting: hetweén - do something they baven’t done
the power from up north andl the.
| pirching studs from the Arkansas_~ m'!Jm\-Ic.q,ue hard,"” Danley said.
_ ;- poing onto junior colleges or sinall *
" colleges. Tlicse (Larir} guys are

- talking abour whether they're go-
6-5 Doug Brocail and the 6-8 Elar- college at all, I's a different Jevel
of pitching there. IUs not some- -

“Eaton is not hufting on the mmlllﬂ L
_ hegln

*closer Mike Camrasco s insurance., |
- 02” FExt. 23?

*. *Our hitters are being, a%ks:d. .
and that's to face guys Wi lhmu-

= COhir pnchcn ore graduoating and

ing to Sign (pro Conracts) or gofo

thing that we'tc used to:
Let the pite hmg V. }mlmg test -

! TM' i—as‘zmb:w anrs wmcrmr
the Greeley Tribune. Cal i:.rm .1:35?—

‘rums doesnt come easy for Hagen,

mrﬂrrﬁhpmnn'm—cﬂmrdﬂﬂm}aanm“mm_—
tnttmg order, the'chance o knock in

You won'l hear H.tg:n,_who

shipr 1o Liberty Universily in Lynch-
“bagrg, Va., whine about hilting when -
1hc haqes arg emply. . - ’




1998 State Championship
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anmpnGE B1

CHAMPIONSHIP

and the second EULSSETS wmlld
have come out%of the wnndwurk’ if
Carrasco wouldn't have done the job _,
-in the fifth. Danley made the deci-
sion o pult Ochoa because he said -
he was losing some velocity urft‘ his
]JIICI'IE!":

“That was fine. [ dldﬂt care.

wnulcd Mike to come in and finishit -—..':'

~for me,” said Ochoa, who improved
his record to B-0 and finished 15-1
the past two years. *Carrasco’s mid-
_dle name iy Cumﬁlf‘:n-:} He's g{m‘lg

games."”

once again that he's the go-to guy..
“It has to do with cunhdr:nce,

I}’mlev said . Cafrasco pmwd

' has enou gh sclf -respect to know that .
he's one of the guys who can hon-;
estly takie hi§ game up a level wheén
he has to. Mike knows he's the mart,
- He wants tixbe in those situntions,”
“Carrasco’s, been ‘apart of thL
Eaton program as a bat boy and
“player for morc than a decade.

nity.” Carrasco said. ; “Eaton baschall |
is just one hig family.”

© Carrasco has a tuldenw to he thl:'
“breadwinnerof this mlimr!urqt: fam=T

|I1n.r

Thtq is 1 dI'E:"ll'ﬂ come true, -

Tasco said. “anu,iu[ly, we 1.E|I'I make
‘another run next year. '

* self-concept and teadership ahﬂn}- ——  EXTRA INNINGS: The {wo-Tun

Danley said of his star junior. “He

Cwin was the closest margin of victo- -

~ Sunday, May 17, 1998

“throw Eaton’s

_ r}r t'r-r Lha Reds all scason. The clos-

“pst anyone came to Baton was Dien-

wver Christian in an f-d ]mn. 1o the .

Riéds. .., Stiles™ salo homer snapped -

=" a «,f_ore!e«l. game i the fourth m-_

ning, The-6-5,.215- pound junior
couldn’t do much more for Lamar.

- 'Stiles got out “of o bases-toaded, no .
“Thisisn’tjustfor me- It s-forthe ——outs jam in- the-first inning and an="
: whnte team and the wholé comnu-

other sitmation with amunner on third -
and one out in the fourth, “Stiles -
joked that he wants to learn how 1o
famous : knuckle
~curvebatl, “Oyckioa hig that Kaockle”
curve that 1 have to find out how 1o
throw, 1-don't even know how 1o

©grip the thing. 1 might ask him,
though.™

.. Danley on Ochoy’ 5 six-
r.mk:-nut OTe=run perfurm.mm,
*a\lex gm o lhe top of hu perf::::-

GHLELEV {Colo.} THJBUNE B3

mance level. I was really proud of
Alex.” ... Left ficlder Paul Loftis
was the only Eaton-hitter with an ex-
tra-base hit. “It would be nice 10 do
this again, but this is awesome now,”
‘Loftis said. “We're all just great
friends, We never have team fights
or -anything."” Senior pitcher
Nolan Mininger, who started in"the™
14-5 semifinal win over Faith Chris-
tian on Friday, was pretty much
speechless after the state title win,
“[t's unbelievable. I'm still wonder-
ing how we did it,” Miningcr said

. __ Eaton3, Lamar 1
ron o Tew e — EI
[ [ I R 12
foton — Ales Ochon W 8.0, 21, 1ER, 208, 690]. Mao Car

i
i
Eaton's Brent !
Thompson, left, = |
takes a hit from \
L.amar's Bobby ot
Wann as he slide
into second on
"Saturday in the 3A
State Championship
-Game at All City
Stadium in Denver.
Wann's blow flipped
Thompson over. - g_
_Lamar lost to Eaton
3to1. *

SPENCE MlCH.REL WILSON
Greoloy Tnbune

rasco (S 1, 2h, OM_OLA. 'RP, 250) ars :l- * Mughes 78 - Paut
Loma P8I - Carresce 2, HuPms

Lawar — Drad Sites (L 51 TH IEA 30D 15500 ond Mie
Kulp. HA - Shles (scio m 4th) ADI - Toles

I‘:\ »




Eaton
.ends
‘season
on top

ENVER — PERFECTION. Fuvery-
body sirives for i, bai wery Fow -
1mi al. '
Frank Sinaira's voice had @ im his prame.e®
The andefeated Miama Dolphins dis-
played it m 197L
Make room foe the
Eaiom Reds in 1598,
mlenindn ik possla-
ty off mn unbealen weason
B Fleds hasehall coach
Fims Dasiley @ (ke Began-
ming af the year and
ol hink be wallied
under a ladder on Friday
e I Mh whale breaking
B M,

*I heard ane of the
s early in e sfason JE——
inlking nhout nanning ihe TG
table and | pamped all Grendery
over him,” Damley said Trbrnd

N Bon' ) even wWan! i
y talk abowt stulT like ikat. Mow i's OFE

el G0 LS e di0n, Danley-coithed s

Eaton baseball for 26 yenrs ond sever
drErk .

He came chode dunmp 19954 side fikle
wear ol XX-1, but it sever .

Linal this vear,

Eaton's 31 vicioey over '® The

the Lamar Savaged on gama /B1

Ssturday in the Class 1A,

Carloraado Stabe Baseball Champicachip

F pamne o AlLCIEY Sadhism mod onldy pave
the Reds their thind stse title in five years,
et v aleo coschided 0 240 aeasom,

Leaec it b Dainley. arguably the mas
hurshle coach whio cver mel ap with suc-
e, Ao sum ap his first perféct season.

“When yois conme down 1 i, there is pa
doubg the schosnl lheasian ol have pons
2400 wikh ihese pays.” said Danley amid the
hugs amd lngh loves Froim thie Beds and their
fans

T Thai®s Dankey for you, wha sianied
coaching the Feds when ke was 14, The
Kl sl gl Eome adilseamn g e -
mews 2150 in seven postsrason ganses and
Dhasley s 1o modeas 1o ke any credil

- EATON REDS"
I'Il!'lﬂ Il.l.:lﬂll Iﬂ-ﬂ]

TR 20 0,1 Eaton 21, GheaeA 2T
March 28 Eatcn 20, Weay §
MR 20T Ealon 2, Wy 4110
. .l.!:rl 1 Ealon 14, Holy Family 4
' Erl-una Pintio Valley
m mmmmw
Apdl 11 _ Empn 13, Bpagh 1
Apil 18 Eaton 10, Yuma 0
R A B, o 20 L
Apil Eaton 10, Highlard

2% o
"'W.'.'f"“"ﬁinn"il"llﬁriﬂ' T
Eason 11, Yuma &

_ﬁﬂﬂ'ﬂ-‘”‘ﬂé‘l 22, Pt Vadey I

* My 1 Eaton 17, Valay &

_Maybee that's why it's 5o easy.solike. ——w

I st Basehall
Bi"s st of novreal #o hate schiols that

S ————

" Geo REDE, Pago ALG

- Esfion 14, Esglo VaBsy 1
L::EH'J.! 2P By 14, Fash Chyleten 5
S My e Caren 3, Lamar 1
 postspascn
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o

sun-cocd ina pm't!-:u[ﬂ.r sp:rrt }rE‘Il‘ afa '

. ter ycar.
" But it’s hard to dislike Eatf‘in.
- which has played in-eight Final
* Fours in the past 10 years amd five:.
stade chamipionship games dunng
the past six seusons,
"Eaton’ s a class act,”

itvalved either as un.ussisnt:ql.lt'ur
head conch in four Enton-Lamar

games, three won by Eaton. “You
can go back to 1989 and 785 amli's

always a clean-plaved game.. -
You've gotto take !.-'-:rurlnt off to
Eaton.™

I"s not & streceh tosay IhElt Dun-
ley will nover forget this team.

“This is just a group of taented -

players who are also'mentally .,
tough, Danley =aid. "Snmetimea'

“when you have the one, you don’t.
have the other, We'll enjoy it while -

', Wi "m it and realize that irs a
: ancc-m-a‘hfetsme thing.”

. .ﬁ;li(l Lamar:
conch Dave Fassiottd, who has been:

.'--l

- Reids assmtam_cmch Bnb Ervin,

. wha has been coaching at Danley’s -
* . Side for- 30 vears, agrees with Dan--
Jey about the ranty -clf' an unbeater .

SERSON.
CUMTIE easy to :;_mrnh]é'bnc"-i'ﬂ}" or .
another,” Ervin sad T says alot | -

. about the character of these kids:

They didn't gef hung up inbeing

-undefeated. ‘They just ﬂtﬂyﬂd lhe
-gourse and k::‘pt Foing.’

* Assoon as Danley started drying "

-_ of f fromt a bucket-full of ice water,
the guestions started popping up

-about repeating another undefeated

: *“season. The Reds do have seven po-
- sition players returming and a piteh-.
" ing staff that should be just as good

45 this season’s;
. "E::{pectﬂtmnf. ate gm ng 4] he

: .Jugh hut they were I:ugh 1h|s :,fcnr. .
‘Danléy said. “The one'thing [was -
- really proud of was that we were .
“able 10 maintain uur'f::-cu% ﬂl‘ld nuf‘

“get distrifted.”
The Reds started the year ’-Tr_'r F

" and finished it d resounding No, 1. _
2Ty - the Wordestthing in—-—.—-'_‘—-
- -&ports is to be picked MNo. 1 and stay:

No. 1 during the season and firiish
No. 1 after the, 1:1'umzlmﬁnt
said. . * v
" The Reds will I:u;‘ picked ND 1 1!1.'

- the preseason next spiing and Dan- - ¢
- ley. will probably hear the talk carly - =~ -
" about a second straight undefeated -

' season. He'll have to plug hisears, - -

By the way, whn is thc y;.hm:rl li- L

. hrnna:rl? . o

Dﬁnley_ -

T.M. Fasano is u a_m‘.rr.l:a" writer for.

.. the Greeley Tribuite. Call him. at

3524 I.'TI‘EH Exr. ‘??



1999 Regular Season

Greeley Daily Tribune

March 12, 1999

The Eaton boys baseball
team used both the longball and
a bwy of hits o overcome a

- Eaton made use of 10 hiuto
increase its lead. 'ﬁ,,w
“Once we started hmsrgﬁp;

MWWWWBVW sharply,

butthewaym&fanaas played

inning when Eric Hungenberg
knocked a bases-loaded single
to push across the winning run.
The Eaton hit parade contin-
‘ued when the next hitter Jason
Smith launched another three-
‘run home run, accounting for
the final margin of victory.
8BS 500 ‘ES 0 _c:t;y 4
TVHS 040 202 0 —9 5 4

EHS - Paul Loftis {2 H, 0ER. 188, 280),
Casay Wiadarspan (4th, OH, 0ER, 288, 050}
. Tedd Stanclift (4th, 3H, 2ER, 188, 380) Miks
Carrasco (W, 1-0, 6th, OH, OER, 1B8B, 480)
and . 28 — Scott Souther , Stancift, 38 -
none; HR = Smith (2 on in the 6th). Jeff may-
ars {1 onin the first), ABI — Sruth 3, Meyers 2,
Stanciift 3, Enc Hungenbarg 2

TYHS- Aaron Reyer (44 SER, 588, 350),
Steve Thomas(4th, 4H, 5ER, 488, 750) and
Jeremiah Jeweil. 2B— Wascher 1: 38—~ rone;
HR — none; RBI — Stroh 1, Rutherford 1,
Waschar 2. Fisback 1, Whittet 1. »

— Staff Reports

Eaton smashes Sheridan; 22-1
‘ In Englewood, Mike Carrasco
could’'ve beaten Sheridan by himself
Thursday in Eaton’s 21-1 drubbing over
Sheridan in the season-opener.
' Carrasco went 3-for-5 from the plate
with a double, triple and two RBI. He also
dominate from the mound, pitching two
innings and facing six batters, he walked
away with five strrikeouts.
Jeff Meyers provided a hot bat for
ton as well, going 3-for-5 with a solo
homerun and four RBI.

Eaton 21, Sheridan 1
532 110 — 2119 0
SHS 00000 — 1 2 3

EHS - Josh Isakson (W, 1-0, 2H, 0ER, 4BB,
380), Mike Carrasco (4th, OH, DER, 088,
5S0) and Zack Hughes. 2B - Carrasco,
Hughes, Paul Loftis, Scolt Souther, Todd
Stanclift, Cassy Wisderspan, Josh Yarbar; 38
- Carrasco, Tylar Taleyama; HA - Jelf Mayers
(solo In the 3rd); RBI —= Meyers 4, Hughes 3,
Souther 3. Carrasco 2, Tateyama 2, Wieder-
span 2, Jason Smith, Stanclift, Yarber, Eric
Hungenberg.

SHS - Gallegos (L, 0-1, 11H, 4ER, 188,
350), Cullison (4th, 5H, 8ER, 1BB, 08O),
White (4th, 3ER, 3H, 0BB, 150) and Dom-
berger. 28 - Gallegos.
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Big Red Machine rolls on

Eaton baseball wins Greeley West Invitational

by Duane M. Robson

The Eaton baseball team has
started their 1999 season the same
way they finished the previous
year; they just keep winning. The
defending 3A State champions
Reds won a trio of games over the
weekend, culminating with an 11-3
win over host team Greeley West to
take the Invitational for a second
straight year.

"We're starting to come around,”
said Eaton coach Jim Danley.
"Today's game was much better
than yesterday. With work, and if
we don't have any injury problems,
we have a chance to be a very good
team by the end of the year," he
continued.

A mild understatement from the
coach who has won three state titles
in the last five years. The Reds are
the top ranked in the state, are 4-0

this year, and haven't lost a game
since the 1997 season. Add to that a
seasoned pitching staff and a potent
batting order that would make any
pitcher shudder, and you've got a
team that's certainly capable of
repeating last year's feat.

The Reds made easy work of each
of their opponents over the week-
end. They began with a 14-9 win
over Thompson Valley on Friday,
then followed that up with a 15-5
victory over Windsor Saturday
morning. They then captured the
tournament with an 11-3 win over
Greeley West in the final at Butch-
Butler field in Greeley. The three
other schools each finished with a
1-2 record.

Though Eaton bats were on fire
throughout the weekend, it was
their pitching that stood out in the
end. Josh Isakson breezed his way

Fpggmacsane:

Eaton shortstop Jeff Meyers gets a piece of a fastball as Mike
Carrasco waits his turn in the on-deck circle. Meyers and
Carrasco, along with Jason Smith, Zach Hughes, and Paul Loftis
provide one of the most potent offensive line-ups in the state.

Photo by Duane M. Robson

to a win in the finale, giving up five
hits in four innings, striking out five
and walking none. The Senior
hurler kept the Spartans off-balance
all day with his side-armed fastball
and occasional slider. It was
Isakson's second win of the season.

"I feel pretty good," said Isakson
shortly after the contest. "I was able
to keep the ball down for the most
part,” he added. "When I got the
ball up, they started to hit me."

[sakson, who gave way to Todd
Stanclift in the fifth, also credits his
team's defense for making his job
easier. "It really helps out because
you have that confidence in the
guys behind you," he said.

Coach Danley agreed. "He
(Isakson) was doing just fine until
he started to get the ball up in the
zone. He learned a valuable lesson
oul there today." "He did a fine job,
as did Todd (Stanclift) and Mike
(Carrasco)," praised Danley.

Eaton scored a pair of runs in the
top of the first to get the game
rolling. Jason Smith led off with a
single, then immediately stole sec-
ond base. He was sacrificed to third
on a long fly ball to right field off
the bat of Carrasco, then scored on
a wild pitch. On the very next pitch
from Spartan hurler Andy
Slaughter, catcher Zach Hughes
crushed a 375 foot blast to center
field for a solo home run and a 2-0
lead.

Eaton then pushed across another
run in the third inning, and held a 3-
0 lead when the Greeley West hit-
ters began to pounce on Isakson.
With two outs in the fourth, the



Casey Wiederspan scoops up a low throw

TR

at first base against the Wizards Saturday afternoon.

Eaton beat Windsor 15-5 and won the Greeley West Invitational with a 3-0 record.

Photo by Duane M. Robson

Spartans put together four consecu-
tive hits; two of them doubles to
knot the score at three all. Isakson
then got left fielder Gabe
Hergenreter to strike out looking to
end the inning.

The Reds would come storming
back though, with four runs of their
own in the top of the fifth. The two
out rally began with a Jason Smith
triple, followed by a Jeff Meyers
home run. After a pair of walks to
Carrasco and Hughes, Paul Loftis
ripped a double to the right center-

field fence to plate two more.

Loftis also hit a solo blast over
the left field fence with one out in
the seventh to give him three RBI's
on the day.

The first five batters in the Reds
line-up (Smith, Meyers, Carrasco,
Hughes, and Loftis) went 8 for 15
on the day, scoring eight of Eaton's
Il runs and collecting seven RBI's
between them. Six of the eight hits
were also for extra bases, including
three home runs.

"We've got a lot of quick bats in
our line-up," admits Danley. "It's

very difficult to pitch around any-
one in our line-up, and that in itself,
makes everyone a better hitter,” he
concluded. Todd Stanclift pitched
two innings of relief for Isakson,
giving up just one hit. Mike
Carrasco mopped up in the seventh
to get a little work in.

The Reds will next take on
D'Evelyn in a 4:30pm match-up
tonight in Eaton. They will then
begin their conference games with a
doubleheader Saturday against
Platte Valley in Kersey.

The State Champion Eaton Reds baseball team hangs out in front of the dugout during Saturday
afternoon action against Windsor. The Reds finished last season undefeated, and have yet to
lose a game in four tries this year.

Photo by Duane M. Robson



BY SAMUEL G. MUSTARI

Greelay Tribune

OK, so the Eaton Reds aren’t the
'27 Yankees.

Yet. at times Saturday afternoon,
they pulled oft a preuty good impres-
sion, pinstripes included.

Murderer's Row’? Nah.

“Call them Eaton’s Row,” suggest-
ed Greeley West pitcher Andy Slaugh-
ter, who personally experienced the
potency of Eaton's lineup as the Reds
captured the Greeley West Invitation-
al with an 11-3 victory over the Spar-
tans at Buich Butler Field.

Meyers, Mike Carrasco and Zack
Hughes — accounted for seven runs
on six hits, four RBI, a double, triple
and two home runs.

Just about the time Slaughter (0-1)
figured he'd get a break, up comes
Eaton's No. 5 hiter, Paul Loftis, who
was 2-for-4 with a run scored, an RBI
and a double and a home run.

In Slaughter’s defense, Loftis’
dinger came off West reliever Justin
Buznedo, and it wasn't until the fifth
inning that the Reds really unloaded on
Slaughter.

The Reds (4-0) opened the fifth with
a triple by Smith, a home run by Mey-
ers, and then followed back-to-back
walks o Carrasco and Hughes with a
two-run double by Loftis 1o finally
chase Slaughter.

“The first five hitters in that lineup

weell, you can’t pitch around them,”
Slaughter said. 1 felt pretty good ear-
ly in the game, especially after the first
mning, getting them 1o swing i curve-
butlls, but once their lineup gets into its

Eaton's Row — Jason Smith, Jeft’

Greeley Daily Tribune
March 21, 1999

greeleywestinvite —

Eaton tops Spartans for West Invite title

second rotation, it's tougher.”

The Reds were a bit tough on
Slaughter in the first via a 375-foot
home run by Hughes.

“What we do is put the ball in play,
but I'm not going to get real confident
with our hitting just yet,” Hughes said.
“But 1 will say that with the guys who
hit in front of me, when they’re up, I
don’t even think about putting my
(catcher’s) gear on.”

Eaton added four runs in the seventh
off Buznedo, including a home run by
Loftis, who's not known for his pow-
er.

“[ just try to make contact and put
the ball in play,” Loftis said. “I'm not
a power hitter.

“But it's awesome watching the
first four guys in our lineup — any one
of them could hit four home runs in a
game,” Loftis added.

Meyers displayed his power, club-
bing a double and a home run off
Slaughter after striking out in the first
inning.

“Slaughter’s a real good pitcher and
he held us down for quite awhile,”
Meyers said. “But with our lineup, you
almost have to figure that we'll be able
to make a run at the end.”

Slaughter did retuire 11 of 13 Eaton
batters through the middle innings be-
fore Eaton’s fifth-inning onslaught.

“Andy did a good job, and 1 think he
especially handled their five-through-
nine hitters real well,” West head
coach Dick Ziegler said. “But their
first-through-four guys are as good as
any I've seen, and Nos. 6-through-9
are no slouches.”

Eaton starter Josh Isakson threw
three innings and was responsible for

all three Greeley West runs, which
came in the fourth on RBI hits by Dan-
ny Plant, Slaughter and Ben Ziegler as
the Spartans put together four straight
hits.

“I was encouraged by that,” Dick
Ziegler said. “Isakson had baffled us
there for awhile, so it was nice to see
us show some signs of life.”

The Reds unloaded their offense for
a total of nine hits, six for extra bases.

“Actually, the top part of our lineup
has been hitting the ball like that for
about the last year-and-a-half,” Eaton
head coach Jim Danley said. “It's a
part of our game that we're pretty
proud of.”

B TOURNAMENT NOTES:
Eaton claimed the tournament title
with a 3-0 record, while Greeley West
was 2-1, Thompson Valley was 1-2
and Windsor was 1-2. ... In Greeley
West's 2-1 victory over Thompson
Valley on Saturday, the Spartans got
the most out of four hits and received
RBI from Kurt Welch and Ziegler to
help senior Chris Hathaway to his first
victory. ... Eaton's three victories
stretch the Reds’ win streak to 28

ames, datin backtolastseasm
% o

=14
M\m-

mﬂlh—! 40

A.z.u:mmmmsmﬂm
um_m H, m;mmm HR:TEm |

:w 1-0, 64, 1ER, 368, 450), Justin

Burnedo (5, 1. a\ OH, OER, DBE, 150) and Nate Cervantes.
B Kurl Waich, Ban Ziegler.
Eaton 11, Greeley West 3
201 o404 — 1110 1

Ecton

Grooley Wit 0003000 — 37 0 .
EHS: Josh Isakson (W, 1-0, 5H. 3ER. 08B, 550). Todd Stan-

iR [Sih, 1H, 0ER, 088, , Mg (T, 1H, 0ER,

Reds conquer Windsor

TODD HAMPTON
Greeley Tribune

The Eaton Reds pitching staff needed some relief . . .
from a starting pitcher.

After using four pitchers in a win over Thompson Valley Friday,
Eaton coach Jim Danley needed a staff-

and they gﬁ( it

saving effort from a starter Saturday, B ,,3:'_':"'*. f‘s
and Tanner Tateyama came through 5 50073-1514 2

with an 88-pitch complete game (five .o
innings 10-run rule) as the Reds (3-0)  150), Tooa Kreykes (4 5H 4ER 3686 050) |
defeated the Windsor Wizards (1-1) 15- .

5 2nd) R8I -
L EHS - Tanner Tateyama W (84

“Tanner really rose to the occasion,” 250 and Josh Yarber. 28 - Faul Lofes.
Danley said of Tateyama's early season a8 - onmrt::- non; RBI - Car
effort. *“Tanner throws all year round; P ouin £ Lol 1} St v

he never gets out of shape.”

After defeating tourney host Greeley West Friday, the Wizards
threatened early to win their second Greeley West Invitational game as
they broke out ahead of the Reds in the top of the first inning. After
loading the bases on a hit, an error and a walk, Windsor scored three
unearmed runs on a double to left-center by Josh Goldschmidt.

“I was excited,” Windsor coach Ryan Elledge said, “because | had
heard how good Eaton is. After you get a few runs across, you hope to
continue that through the entire game.”

Tateyama, however, had other ideas.

Although he gave up a bases-empty home run to Adam Erbes in the
second, he faced only 11 other batters through the next three innings
while his teammates forged a 12-4 lead.

“I got the ball up a little too much,” Tateyama said, “and that’s when
they hit me. Toward the end of the game I started using my change-up
a little more. Our guys backed me up and made some plays. I mean,
fifteen runs — that's pretty nice.”

Paul Loftis (4 for 4 with 4 RBI) and Casey Wiederspan (3 RBI) pro-
vided the big run production numbers for the Reds as they scored five
in the bottom of the first inning, seven in the fourth and three in the fifth.

Windsor put together a big inning threat in the top of the fifth as
Tateyama began to struggle with his control. The Wizards used three
hits and a walk to score a run on Isaac Hinojosa's run-scoring single
and had the bases loaded when Tateyama blew a fastball strike past
Cody Oglesby for the third out.



B EATON 14, HOLY FAMILY 4: In Den-

ver, the Eaton boys baseball team used a
balanced attack of stifling pitching and smart
hitting to put away Holy Family in nonconfer-
ance action.,

Tanner Tateyama got his second win of the
season (2-0), pitching four solid innings giv-
ing up just one hit and no earned runs.

Paul Loftis came on in relief in the fifth and
struck out five batters to get the save for
Eaton (5-0 overall).

“Tateyama was very effective today in
keeping their (Holy Family), hitters off-bal-
ance,” Eaton coach Jim Danley said.

Eaton produced six of its 14 runs via three
home runs and 17 hits.

Scott Souther hit a three-run home run in
the third inning, Jeff Meyers hit a three-run
shot in the fifth.

In the seventh, catcher Zach Hughes fin-
ished off Haly Family with a three-run shot of
his own.

“We just had a geod day. We were able to
find the holes when we were hitting and I'm
especially pleased with the run support we

gave our pitchers,” Danley said.
EHS 106 030 4 — 1417 3
HFHS 010 000 3 — 4 3 3

EHS ~ Tanner Tateyama (W, 2-0, 1H, OER. 0BB, 150), Paul
Loftis {5th, 2H. 2ER, 4BB. 550) and Zack Hughes. 2B — Jason
Smith 1, Mike Carrasco 1, Hughes 1, Todd Stanclift 2; 38 - Jeff
Meyars 1: HR ~ Jeff Meyers (2 on in 5th), Scott Souther (2 onin
the 3rd), Hughes (2 on in tha Tth); ABI = Hughes 3, Meyers 3,
Souther 2, Smith 1, Carrasco 1, Loftis 1, Casay Wiederspan 1,
Josh Yarber 1.

HFHS - Vega (L, 8H, BER, 1BB, 2S0), Quizada (3rd, 6H, 4ER,
0BB, 150), Ramirez (6th, 3H, 4ER, 4BB, 150) and and Fanning,
Beall (6th). 2B - Beall 1; 38 - None | HR — None; RBI - Rub-
ner1, Burke 1

Eaton stays
undefeated

Greeley Daily Tribune
March 24, 1999

STAFF REPORTS

EATON — Jason Smith went 3-
for-3 with a double and a triple to lead
the Big Reds Machine to a 9-3 win
over D'Evelyn.

The Reds im-
baseball proveto6-0.allin

nonconference,

The Reds trailed briefly in the third
inning, but Eaton’s offense got on
track by scoring seven runs in its fi-
nal three innings.

Zack Hughes went 2-for-3 with 2
RBI. The pitching duo of Josh Isak-
son and Todd Stanclift limited
D’Evelyn to six hits and gave up just

one walk between them.
DHS 002 001 0 — 3 & 2
EHS 101 322 x — 9 10 1

DHS - Sanlarkey (L. 10H, SER, 2BB. 550), and Pat John-
son. 2B - Brad Swaniziander: 38 - Swantzlander. RBI -
Swantzlander, Sanlarkey. Saunders

EHS - Josh Isakson (W. 2-0, 5H, 2ER, 0BB, 580), Todd
Stanclift (5th, 1H. 0ER, 188, 0SO) and Zack Hughes. 2B -
Jascn Smith, Mike Carrasco, Stancift: 38 — Smith; RBI -
Hughas 2, Smith, Jelf Meyers, Carrasco, Scoft Souther, Stan-
clitt, Casey Wiederspan,

Greeley Daily Tribune
March 26, 1999
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Reds roll by D'Evelyn

Eaton runs season record to 6-0

by Duane M. Robson

The Eaton Reds baseball team
seems to be in prime shape for the
start of their conference schedule.
The Reds, who begin conference
play this Saturday with a double
header in Kersey, made easy work
of D'Evelyn Thursday, dropping the
Jaguars 9-3.

On the mound for Eaton was Josh
Isakson, who went five innings to
pick up his third victory of the year.
The win gives the Reds a 6-0 mark
on the year, and an undefeated
streak that has lasted almost a sea-
son and a half (30-0). Though
D'Evelyn was ranked 10th in State
3A baseball, the Reds enjoyed a
patched together ballclub that after-
noon. The Jaguars had suspended
three players the previous day for
rules violations, and only brought
10 players with them on the trip to
Eaton.

Jason Smith was the star of the
Eaton squad, proving himself to be
a more than capable leadoff hitter.
Smith nearly hit for the cycle. sub-
stituting a walk for the home run.
He scored four runs, knocked in
another, and stole a pair of bases.

"It's my job (as leadoff hitter) and
I just try to do the best I can,” said
Smith, who plays centerfield for the

Reds. "I wasn't really thinking
about it (the cycle). I was just trying
to get base hits," said the Senior.

Smith stated the hottom of the
first with a double to the right field
corner. Jeff Meyers then followed
with an infield single. Jaguar pitch-
er Caleb Salankey was called for a
balk. advancing both runners before
Smith scored on a slow roller to
first base of the bat of Mike
Carrasco.

D'Evelyn took the lead in the
third inning, scoring two runs on
three consecutive hits and a sac fly.
The big blow was a ground-rule
double by clean-up hitter Brad
Schwartzlander. It was the first time
any team has taken a lead on Eaton
this season. It would, however, be
short lived.

Smith would again start things off
for the Reds in their half of the
inning, this time with a walk. He
stole second, moved to third on a
wild pitch, then scored an a sacri-
fice fly by catcher Zach Hughes,
one of two RBI's for Hughes on the
day. The tied score would hold up
until the Reds came to bat in the
fourth.

Eaton broke the game open in the
fourth, thanks in large part to the
sun and wind. The Reds hit a pair of

major league fly balls to the out-
field, already playing tough because |
of the sun. The wind played havoc !
with both balls, and each managed
to fall untouched. When coupled
with a pair of Jaguar errors. the four
runs posted in the inning would be
enough for the win. Eaton was able
to push across two more in the fifth
and also in the sixth to secure the 9-
3 victory.

"The wind kind of helped us out
there today." said Smith. who also
had a ball carry over his head and
roll to the wall. "I didn't have many
hit my way today." he added, "but
that one just kept rising. and rising,
and rising..."

Josh Isakson was solid the entire
day for Eaton. He pitched himselt
out of trouble in the first three
innings, then got down to business
in his final two, needing only seven
pitches in the fourth and fifth
innings to shut down the Jaguars.
Isakson was tagged for just two
runs on five hits. He struck out five
and walked none.

Todd Stanclift took over the
mound in the sixth inning, tossing
two.innings and giving up a run on
one hit and a walk.
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Streakin’
Eaton hits
31 straight

By Neil H. Devlin
Denver Post High School Sports Editor

KERSEY — The beat went on
Tuesday for the Eaton Reds, Colo-
rado’s defending Class 3A baseball
champions.

The Reds took a while, but final-
ly strung together enough offense
late to hammer host Platte Valley
11-0 in the Northern Plains League
for their 31st consecutive victory.

Eaton, 7-0 overall, 1-0 in the
league, had baserunners in every
inning against the Broncos, but
didn't break through until the fifth
inning, when they scored three runs
to increase their lead to 5-0. The
Reds, 24-0 in 1998, put it out of
reach in the top of the seventh with
a six-spot as they batted around.

“We're still not doing some
things right,” veteran Eaton coach
Jim Danley said, “but I think we're
starting to come around.”

Eaton's Mike Carrasco, a Post
All-Colorado selection last year as
a junior, ripped three doubles and
drove in two runs. He also turned
in a stellar play at third base in the
sixth, just nipping the Broncos’
Scott Casselman at first after com-
ing in and handling a slow roller.

In all, Eaton pounded out 13 hits,
Todd Stanclift, a sophomore who
came on in relief of starter and
winner Josh Isakson in the fifth,

had two hits, one of them a triple.
Right fielder Casey Wiederspan al-
so had two hits and two RBI.
Isakson had trouble in just one
inning, the second. But the Broncos
(2-5, 0-1) left the bases loaded in
one of many missed opportunities.
“I don't think the final score was
indicative of the game,” Platte
Valley coach Jeff Rockwell said.
“We played with them, but we nev-
er got the big hit we needed early.

But Eaton’s good.”

Broncos' left fielder Mike Boja-
nowski was 3 for 3. Only two other
Broncos, third baseman Drew An-
derson and starter and loser Justin
Nelson, managed safeties.

In all, Isakson and Stanclift
struck out 11 Broncos, at least one
in every inning but the fourth.

EATON 11, PLATTE VALLEY D
EBION....ccvsincmmimsinsiarssrmnnnen10 130 6—11 13 0
lley D00 000 0— 0 5 2
Eaton — Smith cf 3-1-1-1, Meyers ss 4-1-1-2,

Carrasco 3b 4-2-3-2, Hughes ¢ 5-1-1-1, Hungenber
ph 1-0-0-0, Loftis If 4-1-1-2, Tateyama ph 1-04ng.
Souther 2b 4-1-1-0, Isakson , Stanciift dh-p
4-2-20, Wiederspan rf 3:1-2-2, Yarber 1b 1-1-1-1
Totais 34-11-13-11.

Platte Valley — Pryce Peppler ss 4-0-0-0; Drew
Anderson 3b 2-0-1-D, Casselman 2b-p 3-0-0-0, Pres-
ton Peppler rf 3-0-0-0, Nelson p 1-0-1-0, Tracey 1h
2-0-0:0, Chavez ph 1-0-0-0, Alles ¢ 1-0-0-0, Boj
nowski If 3-0-3-0, Bernhardt of 1-0-0-0. Totals
23-0-5-0.

E — Alles, Pryce Peppler LOB — Eaton 10
Platte Valley 6. DP — Eaton 1, Platte Valley 1. 88 —
Smith, Garrasco, Tarber. 2B — Carrasco 3, Wieger-
span. 3B — Stanclift. W — Isaksch (3-0). L — Nej-

son. Bafteries — Isakscn, Stanclift {5) and Hughes:
Nelcon, Casseiman (6) and Alles, WP — Isakson 2,
Stanclift. PB — Allgs. HBP — Meyers (by Cassal-
man). T— 2:24

Greeley Daily Tribune

April 7,1999

B EATON 13, PLATTE VALLEY 0: In

Kersey, Platte Valley was shut out in its
first conference game by the Eaton Reds.

Platte Valley drops to 2-5 overall. _
Platte Valley coach Jeff Rockewell said
the game was respectable pntll the last
inning, when Eaton put up six runs.
“They're too powerful. We mad‘e only a
few minor mistakes, but you can't make
them against a
good team.”
Rockwell said.
Mike Bo-
janowski was the
bright spot 1o
Platte Valley's
game, going 3-
for-3, hitting all
but one oi the
Bronco's four
hits.
Mike Carrasco
Carrasco had three dou-
bles for Eaton,
as well as 1 RBL. Paul Loftis had one dou-

bleand2RBl.
S 010 1308 — 1113 0
PYHS 000 000 0 — 0 4 2

- Jash lssacsen W 2H EF‘SEB 5501 T Stan-
:ME‘;!-'E:h‘ 2H. 0ER.088. 8501 anu;a:hﬂu;res_.la— Mike
Cartasco 3. Paul Loftis, Cassy Wiederspan. 38 — Todd
Stanciift; ABI - Jason Smith. Jelf Mays;s 2 \!:he"_.anas-

3ch Hughes, Paul Loftis 2, Casey Wiedarspan,
:nféﬂs— JEsthulsunl_L. 1-3, 9H. 2ER, 3BB, 550), Scoit
Cassaiman (6th, 4H, SER, 388, 150) and Maft Alles.
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Reds erupt in fiﬁh
to down Broncos

STAFF REPORTS
KERSEY — It was a
game until the fifth inning
when Eaton erupted for
eight runs and vaulted to a
baseball !2! victo-

ry in five
innings over Platte Valley
Wednesday in a Northern
Plains Conference baseball
game at Platte Valley High

School.

Eaton improves to 2-0 in
conference, 8-0 overall.
lﬁ’lane Valley falls to 0-2, 2-

Zack Hughes led the
Reds with a double and 4
RBI Jeff Meyers and Casey
Wiederspan each drove in a
pair of runs,

Paul Loftis pitched a two-

hitter for Eaton with eight
strikeouts and two walks be-
fore he was relieved in the
fifth by Mike Carrasco.

Platte Valley's Matt
Alles started strong before
allowing 11 hits,

“Matt Alles did a really
good job of keeping Eaton
in check early on,” Platte
Valley coach Jeff Rockwell
said. “He probably just got

tired.” =
Eoton 012 18 — 1211 0
PlokeValley 001 00 — 1 3 4

EHS - Paul Laoftis (W. 2H, 1 ER, 388, 8
S0), Mika Carrasco (5th, 1 H, ER, 1 BB, 3S0)
and Zack Hughas, 2B — Zack Hughas; RBI -
Jaff Mayers 2, Zack Hughes 4, Casey Wai-
darspan 2.

PVHS= Mart Alles (L, 0-3, 11 H, 8 ER, 5 BB,
2 S0) and Ryan Rainick. RBI~ Draw Ander-

&nn
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More sports

By T.M. Fasano
Greeley Tribune Columnist

REBEL YELL ... Everyone in the state who follows high school baseball knew that the
Eaton Reds would be undefeated at this point in the season.

But what about the Weld Central Rebels in the Class 3A Longs Peak Conference?
Following Eaton’s 11-0 whitewash over Platte Valley Tuesday in the 3A Northern Plains
Conference opener, the defending state champions are cruising along with a 7-0 record.
Eaton, currently riding a 31-game winning streak, hasn’t lost since May 1997 and are 12
wins away from breaking the state record of 42 consecutive victories held by Valley
(1979-81) and Grand Junction.

Weld Central fans out in Keenesburg are shouting out the Rebel Yell.

When the Rebels outslugged Roosevelt 9-7 on Tuesday and dropped an 11-10 game to
Frederick on Wednesday, they’re looking at a 7-1 start.

No one is putting the Rebels in Eaton’s class because the Reds are in a class all their own.
but their 7-1 record and a spot atop the Longs Peak Conference are opening up a lot of eyes
in the conference.

The Rebels are coming off a season when they finished 11-7, third place in the Longs Peak
and still hurting from the close loss to Roosevelt in the district semifinals.

They’ve got talent led by seniors Ivan Rodriguez (shortstop, pitcher), Derek Johann (first
baseman, pitcher), Lance Fleming (catcher), Vince Rossi (third baseman) and Robert
Lanning (right fielder) to go with some talented underclassmen.

Greeley’s Mark Avery of Greeley is in his third season as head coach of the Rebels and he
admits that the 7-1 record is a surprise to some people.

“We’re in a unique position where we’re probably not going to sneak up on anybody
anymore,” Avery said after Tuesday’s win over Roosevelt. “I don’t know that anybody
expected this, but the season’s not over. There are 15 or 16 of us around here who really
believe in ourselves.”

Roosevelt coach Paul Chacon, in his first year as the Rough Riders’ coach, said he heard
that the Rebels were going to be tough this year.

“They do what they have to do to win,” Chacon said.

Johann said he hopes the Rebels are surprising people.

“I hope they’re just looking past us,” Johann said. “When we started playing as a team, we
started winning.”

T M Fasano covers the small schools for the Greeley Tribune. Call him at 352-021 1, Ext.
287 with an notes or questions.

http://www.greeleytrib.com/sports/sports2.html 4/8/99
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Eaton cuts path of consistenc

The Denver Post | Andy Cross
Eaton’s Jeff Meyers tries to hang on to the ball as teammate Scott Souther backs him up.



oNa-guestion about it, we take
priifé In'it,” Danley said.

But 1ot too much — senior cen-
ter fielder Jason Smith said “coach

Dafiléy'doesn’t want us to think
— aecause if you do, you're
ward the state champion-
ad not the next game.”
while, senior third baseman
M asco, a Denver Post All-
Calorado player last season, likes
the'8-0 start but insists the Reds

haven’t done much — yet. Like oth-
ersdia-these parts, he thinks the
ay have started a little

¥ ively, we've been OK,”
Carraseo said. “But last year, we
put-pedple away in an hour and a
half-by 10-run rule). We hadn’t
playad:in two weeks before last
Tuesday and it’s a different team.”

He's quick to point out that the
Reds have left a lot of runners on
bas#, Biit they actually are on a
pae’e'to score more runs than they
didhin+998. '

A8¥6i Danley, he assessed his
team’s first half as “just plain va-
nilla.” -

Still, Carrasco and Smith have
dong ot of damage offensively,
andZack Hughes, Jeff Meyers,
Todd Sanclift, and Casey Wieder-
span each have had moments at
the'plate. Sanclift, a sophomore,
has opened up some eyes on the
mound. Hard-throwing, 240-pound
10th-graders will do that.
olorful Colorado has nu-
merous spots oozing with
Americana.

! But being presented
with a slice of apple pie when en-
ing Eaton’s town borders
wquldn’t be a reach.
is land is your land. The locals
m to understand that. It’s farm
area, but it’s neatly kept. So are
th¢ trees and buildings.

Yraffic, congestion and people
who look away instead of saying
hello don’t live here.

YEaton’s a great place,” Danley
said.

A native of Greeley, Danley
feels, “it kind of combines the best
of all things. You can be at a Divi-
sidn I football game in 30 minutes
or be in Denver for a show or a
Brpncos game in another half-hour.
Or;you could be hunting in five
minutes, just head east. It com-
bines a lot of the best things small
towns have to offer.”

Denver Post
April 11, 1999

ne of them is the love of base- -

ball. Danley, an amicable and dis-
inguished tutor, perhaps the per-

feat one for this setting, points to
hop people in town feel about the
game. Generally, the Reds have

n productive in all athletic
events, but baseball was, is and
ﬂbabiy always will be Eaton's

E.

aid Danley: “For 25 years we
hag the worst field on the planet.
Yaah, we did. Then, after the ‘94
stqte championship, a lot of people
went together and made a beauti-
ful field.”

ically, it's a field with no
fo;r:gﬁnamey. No matter. “Just the
Eaton baseball field,” the coach
S 0 kids p!
tly, about 350 kids play
sn?t?ai?%r%aseball in Eaton, 250 in
baseball beginning at age 5.
In fact, it’s Eaton’s pipel{ne toa
reservoir of talent. The main re-

serve is self-sustaining, too. Gener- |

ally devoid of front-line stars, ma-
jor-league and collegiate scouts )
nevertheless are aware of Eaton’s

location, particularly its penchant

for also manufacturing solid play-
erg, ..

This is an outfit that almost nev-
er has noticeable holes. The Reds
play sound baseball. It starts in T-
pall. Youths frequently have been
coached by Danley’s players. To-
getherness and dreams of one day
being a Reds player are instilled
almost at a young age.

Grade-school kids are welcome
in the dugout during high-school
play. There has been competition
to become an Eaton batboy.

Carrasco, whose brothers, Ray
and Johnny Garza, are former
Reds players, is sincere when he
said: “It’s been a dream come true

to get to this level and play for
coach Danley.”

Said Smith: “When we were little
we always said, ‘That will be us
some day playing for Eaton.” ”

Carrasco said, “We play so many
games in the summer . . . there’s
not a lot of other things todoin a
small town.”

That may be why lots of locals
still remember the Colorado Le-
gion B championship in 1976.

And, yes, Eaton players wore
you-know-whats.

.. “We've had the same uniforms

_ forever,” Carrasco said. “But it’s J
kind of a fear factor. You beat ev-
erybody when you're little wearing
them, then in high school it’s in
their minds that they’re supposed
to lose to the guys in pinstripes.”

eading into the second
half of the scholastic sea-
son, the following is a
fair question: Will 3A be
overrun by Reds? :
“Obviously,” Platte Valley third-
year coach Jeff Rockwell said,
“they’re very good. I'll be interest-
ed to see how it pans out for the
year. Everybody’s going to be gun-
ning for them in every game. They

have to deal with that.”

But, he added, in between back-
to-back losses last week in which
his Broncos were whipped by an
aggregate 23-1, “I don’t know that
I've seen a better team.”

“We'll be good, I think, once we
get into it,” Carrasco said.

Danley is too smart to even think
about repeating, let alone trying to
get a handle on 3A baseball. The
distances between schools make it
difficult, even impossible in some
cases, to view other powers. La-
mar, last season’s runnerup, Uni-
versity, Faith Christian, Paonia
and Denver Christian are some no-
tables that will have to be handled.

In addition, the coach said, “We
haven't been outside enough to get
good reps.”

Still, Eaton has others that al-
ready feel good about things. They
have seen it before and think it’s
just a matter of time.

“They've worked so hard since
they were little kids,” said Rod As-
bra, Eaton's bus driver. “What they
have is togetherness. They depend
on each other and they rely on each
other. That’s what they do.”
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bageball wasn't always relevant,
FoziéXdmple, state records, which
begamin 1950, indicate that no
school came close to Revere (Class
EA), which won five straight cham-
| pidpships in the same classification
‘ fro 9-73.

Tt tngk years and two big booms
in_the-Rockies, which resulted in
urbaaaprawl, for any instate pro-
gral¥eth stand up and handle pari-
ty-Technically, Colorado dropped
its number of classifications from
f ree in 1978 (Classes EA

I'WA'became A) and it remained
th:,(ﬁva; until 1991, A switch to
fivéelagses lasted for four years
amgLit¥as dropped to four in 1994.

As"a'-gesult,'baseball, arguably
the last-holdout against the other

16 Sahiétioned sports, caved in and
joiped the haves-and-have-nots
Sontg have taken advantage.
Casein point: Centennial League
members have won every big-
¥ championship this decade
- savefor 1994 (Arvada West), led by
= The Denver Post / Andy Cross Fhi;m ‘Creek 4 f_ou,r In a row since
‘ . . L 95and another in '92.
Eaton coach Jim Danley has led the Reds to 32 straight victories. Lamér won five titles in six
year¥m the mid-range enrollment
group:L.a Junta (AA) won three
straight in 1986-88.
Nawin 3A, Paonia won the most-

recentthree in 2A, from 1996-98.
As fOF Eaton, it has been right on
Reds?
tance:

B The Reds have won three 3A

! . titfes.in five years. Championships
Eaton, one of .Colorado s baseball-crazy, ha¥EiSome i 1901, 95 Lol T oo,
small-town jewels, stands tall on the B
. , - - i ng into the weekend, Ea-
diamond with its beloved high-school Reds. tog BAE won 32 consecuive gaimes,
eight in1999. The Reds were the
ATON — They like to tell you  yet common area of about 2,000 only upBeateu team in the state
they haven’t changed their down-to-earth folks located about 7 lastosfason.
baseball uniforms for 27 miles north of Greeley, which may W Jotn Elway was a senior quar-
years. have more pinstriped duds in closets terbaek-at Stanford University in
Presumably, they have peeled them  than Chicago and Harlem in the 1982, $eems like a long time ago,
off for laundry purposes. Maybe a few  1930s. doésn tit? !t s also the last time
others because of rips Truth is, these Reds Ei}@%@dn t qualify for the play-
and tears that no lon- and many of the ones ggt?&tﬁern;:;?;eii fﬁrgze? Jl?:gglfai:lr:a
er could be sewn, before them have gk b »
ind, of course, when su"day Fﬂﬂlis been a menace to op- cl a.wﬂ;glatlons. d in double fi
inevitable, physicall By Neil H. Devlin potnlzenlt;omfolo;aﬂ?- in’ : gsgl(:'fees Ilanst (s)::asfmlg[‘f: )
owth by young ball- : schoo aseball’s L : S0I. -1
1gall‘ayers b{-glg rz;gised DIRENRTE M Sl AEEi: mid-rangye level. They Re%% g%:e td;_ne 1t seven times in
on or near farm land necessitates a are on a glorious run, one of the best eig Tha :99 ;SRSG;SC})IH. 2
fresh set of red pinstripes. in state annals on any level. ¢ z’iﬁ_t Cf 5 IEV%V 3tend
But the point is, Eaton’s Fightin’ How good have these guys been? TW- eams (Greeley West an
Reds are consistent. “Very good, oh, yeah,” Kent Denver hpttipson Valley) and two 4A

“We’re a one-uniform town,” veter-  coach Bill Boatman said. “They’re the tean}%(Sherldan and Windsor).
an Eaton coach Jim Danley said, “and  Big Red Machine.” W 128 years as head coach of
we have hundreds of them.” Dominance in Colorado high-school tk;e;dR:ggs, Danley and his kids have
Indeed, the reigning power in Colo- piled:np-a 426-120 mark.
rado Class 3A baseball lies in a rich



Eaton sweeps doubleheader

Brush hurler gives Reds fits in nightcap, but team holds on
Greeley Daily Tribune

baseball April 13, 1999 Greeley Daily Tribune

EATON — The Eaton Reds base-
ball team had its first real test of the |

season, Monday, in a make-up dou-
ble-header against Brush.

Despite defeating Brush 12-0 in
the first game, Eaton’s power hitters
were virtually shut-down in the sec-
ond game by Brush’s Bill Mundt,
Eaton held on to win, scoring all
three runs in the third inning for a 3-
2 win.

“He (Mundt) did a nice job of keep-
ing us off balance, it was the most ef-
fective pitching job against us this
year,” Eaton coach Jim Danley said.

The first game was as different as
night and day for the Reds (4-0 con-
ference, 10-0 overall), when three
Reds hitters had three hits,

Jeff Meyers had a double and 2
RBI. Todd Stanclift hit three singles

and Zack Hughes hit a double and
ended the shortened contest with a
three-run homer in the fifth.

April 15, 1999

B COUNTDOWN TO THE
RECORD ... Nine more to go.

The Eaton Reds were actually in a
game on Monday night against Brush
pitcher Bill Mundt. They came out of
it with a 3-2 win. It was the Reds’
3dth straight win, just nine shy of the
state baseball record for consecutive
wins. If the Reds stay perfect, they
will break the record on May 7 in the
district championship game at Fort
Morgan.
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Eaton Reds
welcome
talk about
‘the streak’

HE EATON BASEBALL team is a

welcoming bunch of players. Over

the past two years, they've wel-
comed challenges. And with those chal-
lenges, the Reds have welcomed victories.

An incredible thirty-six straight wins to
be exact.

The countdown to the
state record for most
consecutive baseball
victories is down to sev-
en games for the No. |
Reds. Eaton coach Jim
Danley isn’t one of
those coaches who re-
fuses to talk about the
streak to his players or
the media, either.

He throws out the
welcome mat to such
y talk.

“Rather than avoid
talking about it, which I
think is a common approach, we've decided
to welcome it and welcome the pressure be-
cause it equates Lo opportunity,” Danley
said.

The defending Class 3A state champions
swept Yuma on Saturday by a combined
score of 31-2 and have won 36 straight
games — 24 last year and 12 this season.

The Reds’ target date to break the record
of 42 straight wins held by Valley (1979-
81) and Grand Junction (1960-62) is May
in the district championship game at Fort
Morgan.

Interestingly enough. the Reds will play
a Northern Plains doubleheader in Ault
against Steve Nale's Highland Huskies at
10:30 a.m. Saturday. Nale wis the head
coach at Valley during 2
streak in "80 and "8,

During the Reds” two-year run of perfec-
tion. Danley credits this group’s senior class
for being focused on nothing but winning
In fact, Danley is using the streak as a moti-
vating factor

J games of the

Greeley Daily Tribune
April 22,1999

“No one could have predicted this streak.
It attaches extra significance and adds pres-
sure to each and every game.” Danley said.
“The streak is actually helpful in that re-
spect.”

To go down in the record books as the
owner of Colorado high school baseball’s
longest winning streak will mean more to
the players than to Danley, who has
coached Eaton to three state titles in the past
five years and has been in charge of the pro-
gram since 1972, ]

*“Tome [ don’t think it has anything to
do with coaching. It has to do with a great
bunch of seniors,” Danley said.

Those seniors with the big stats are third
baseman Mike Carrasco (.513 batting aver-
age, 3 home runs, 16 RBI), shortstop Jeff
Meyers (447, 5 homers, 22 RBI), center
fielder Jason Smith (419, 14-for-15 steals),
left fielder-pitcher Paul Loftis (15 RBI, 2-0
record, 27 SO in 16 IP, 1.75 ERA) and

pitcher Josh Isakson (5-0, 24 SO in
241P, 1.75 ERA).

“The big significance is that
they’ve learned how to enter every
contest with a hard blue laser-like
light that you have to have to be
successful,” Danley said.

They've also learned to enter the
past 36 games with the attitude that
anything other than a win won't be
welcomed.

® 9 3%
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BY T.M. FASANO
Gresley Tribune

EATON — When you watch Jeff
Meyers play baseball, you under-
stand why the Eaton Reds have won
38 consecutive games.

“*(The streak) is something that no-
body on this team will forget if
they're playing or not,” Meyers said.
“Coach (Jim) Danley won't forget it.
The town won't forget it. The streak
gives us focus because we don't want
to lose.™

Watching the expression on Mey-
ers’ face as he turns a double play at
shortstop or hits a home run at the
plate is one of pure enjoyment.

Meyers went a perfect 4-for-4
with a three-run homer as Josh Isak-
son (6-0) and Tanner Tatevama com-
bined for a no-hitter in a 28-0 rout
over the Highland Huskies in the first
game of a Class 3A Northern Plains
doubleheader on Monday.
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Pure enjoyment

Mevyers takes his place
among Eaton’s greats

@ Box scores, prep results / B2

Paul Loftis (3-0), who struck out
seven of the 10 hitters he faced
thanks to a wicked knuckle curveball,
and Mike Carrasco also teamed up
for a one-hitter in a 16-0 romp over
the Huskies (1-7 league. 3-10 over-
all) in the second game.

The No. | Reds upped their league
mark to 8-0, 14-0 overall and are just
five games away from breaking Col-
orado’s all-time winning streak of 42
held by Valley (1979-81) and Grand
Junction (1960-62).

Mevers has a team-leading six
homers and 26 RBI this yeuar. Other
Reds hitting the long ball in the first
game were Todd Stanclift, Mike Car-

rasco (his fourth in three games). Ja-
son Smith (4 RBI) and Craig Ayers.
Casey Wiederspan added a solo shot
in the second game for the Reds. Josh
Yarber and Loftis both hit a double
and a triple in the first game, and ju-
nior Derek Lehr pounded out two
doubles in the first game, his first two
hits in a varsity uniform.

The streak takes a couple of days
off when Denver Christian comes to
Eaton to play a single game at 5 p.m.
Thursday. Meyers is a four-year
starter whom Reds coach Jim Danley
touts as the best shortstop he's ever
had in his 28 years at Eaton.

“It’s acombination of things. Cer-
tainly it’s the power and hitting,”
Danley said. “The other thing is con-
sistency. Jeff just makes all the plays.

ABOVE: Eaton

shortstop Jeff Meyers
taps the glove of a
teammate Monday
after he helped turn a
double play against
Highland on Monday.
LEFT: Meyers, left, has

been strong all year for
the Reds on offense
and defense.

PHOTOS BY JIM RYDBOM
Greeley Tribune

He's as good as he needs to be.”

Even Huskies coach Steve Nale,
the coach at Valley during 23 of the
42 wins in 1980-81, enjoys watching
Meyers play.

“He's solid and he plays with a lot
of confidence. You can tell that he’s
having fun out there which makes it
even fun for me to watch him,” Nale
said. “He's out there just making
plays.”

Winning 38 straight games, cap-
turing a state title and being favored
to win another one would put a smile
on anyone's face. But playing
through this history-making streak
has given Meyers even more of an
appreciation of why he loves putting
on Eaton’s pinstripes.

“Everybody wants to win. espe-
cially with this streak on the line.”
Mevers said. “We talk about it at
school and we all want to win.”

That's Meyers for you. He loves to
play. He loves to win.
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EATON'S
WIN

STREAK '

HITS 38

Eaton 28-16, Highland 0-0
o =wy
HHS 00000 — 00 4

“EHS - Josh [sakson (W B-0, OH, GER, 08B,
250, Tannar Tateyama {dth, OH. OER. 288,
150) and Zack Hughses. 2B - Darek Lahr 2,
Josh Yarber, Toad Stancifl, Payl Loftis. 38 -
Jason Smith, Lottis, Yarber, HR - Stanclift (100
irl 181y, Mike Carrasco {? on in 3id), Smith (1
o i 4in), Craig Ayars (2 on in dth}, Jaft My
ars (2 o in Sth), REI - Smith 4, Meysrs 3, Car
rasco 3, Ayars 3, Hughes 2, Staneift 2, Erc
Hungentarg 2, Lahr 2. Chns Michaiowski.
Yarbar, Loftls.

al'ﬂ'l!'--l»ima Acketson (L 1-5, 12H, SER, 288,
150). Jesaa Muro (4th, SH. TER. 588 050),
Ciint Brown (41h, 4H, SEA. 288, 050) and Kt
th Juaraz.

Second | 8
[ 'isj'f— TeT 0
Hhs 000 90 — _ﬂi__ﬁ
EHS - Paul Lafts (W 3-0. 3H. QER. 188
7;01. Mnkau Carrasca (din, 1H. OER, 288
559 and Zack Hughas. 28 - Todd Suancn_l.!!_
Casey Wiaderspan, Hughes 38 - Cano
WR - Casey Wisderspan (5ol in 3rd). ABI -
Lofis 3, Stanciift 2, Hughes 2. Aron Van Sick-
a2 Jott Moyars. Carrasco. Tanner Taleyama,
Wisdarspan, Eric Hungenberg. ia
HHS - Kevin Kail (L 1-2, 1OH, 12ER, 3B8.
250). Kelly Barndt {41, 2H, JER, 0BB, 150)
arc Kaith Juarez

With 38 straight victol
Reds are just five gas
breaking the Colorada high
ball all-time winning_‘ {
were on target to break
district championship ga
gan on Friday, but it
week because of the

Last Thursday's game a
ver Christian, postponed for the
time due to weather, will not be
up. It the Reds would have won
game, it would have been win No.

As it stands now, the Reds will
their Northern Plains Conference |
bleheader against Wray on Tuesg
Eaton going for consecutive wins 39 and
40, weather permitting.

Then comes the district sem
(41) and finals (42) at Fort Morgan on
Saturday. Which leaves the regional
semifinals on May 15 as the day‘the
Reds could set the record of 43 straight
wins.

— T.M. Fasano



Eaton would win
battle of all-stars
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BY T.M. FASANO

Greeley Tribune

Two Weld County baseball programs currently hold
two of the longest winning streaks in Colorado high
school baseball history — Valley (42 games) and Eaton
(38 games) along with Grand Junction, which also won
42 straight games back in the early 1960s.

Inquiring baseball minds want to know. If you pick a
lineup from the Eaton and Valley baseball squads during
the years of the winning streaks and played a simulated
game, which team would come out on top?

That's like trying to choose between Joe Montana and
John Elway as the quarterback you'd want if your team
was trailing by six points with less than two minutes to
go in the game.

Here's a rundown on which team has the edge if the
two played.

PITCHING (Valley)

[n the pitching department, the edge has to go to Val-
ley. Although Eaton’s Alex Ochoa was 8-0 in 1998 with
a 1.21 earned-run average, lefi-handed pitcher Dino Cas-
tro was the man for the Vikings.

Castro ended the "80 season with a 10-0 record, threw
a fastball that hit 84 mph and had a nasty curveball and
changeup that made him virtually unhittable. Going into
the state championship game against Burlington, Castro

had an ERA of 0.00 with 88 strikeouts in 51 innings.

While Eaton’s Mike Carrasco is known as an all-state
third baseman, there aren’t many better when the game’s
on the line and he has the ball on the mound. But Valley’s
Todd Rains had unbelievable control. walking just five
hitters in 42 innings in "80 and going 7-0 with a 0.12
ERA.

DEFENSE (Even)

Valley coach Mike Stoffler concentrated on defense
more than anything else. First baseman Joe Chacon had
a sweet glove and Stoffler said that Vince Chacon had the
best arm he ever saw from the shortstop position.

But when you look at how Euton center fielder Jason
Smith can chase down anvthing and shortstop Jeff Mey-
ers has hands softer than the bottom of a newborn baby.
it’s hard to give either team an edge in this department.

OFFENSE (Eaton)

The Reds hit .430 as a team last year and are on pace
to better that average this year. This team is stacked.
When you've got Smith leading off. Meyers in the No. 2
hole. Carrasco at No.3 and RBI machine Zack Hughes
hitting cleanup. you're talking about the four toughest
hitters in the state in any classification. Add Stanclift
(who set Eaton's all-time single-season home run record
as a freshman with 11 last year). Paul Loftis and Casey
Wiederspan to the mix and all six can hit the ball out of
the park.

BATTLE OF THE BEST

Eaton Reds
(1998-99)
1B — Matt Hagen
2B — Scott Souther
SS — Jeff Meyers
3B — Mike Carrasco
C — Zack Hughes

Valley Vikings
(1979-81)

1B - Joe Chacon

2B — Kent Miller

SS — Vince Chacon
. 3B — Junior Chacon

C — Don Huston (offense)/
LF — Paul Loftis Tony Asbury (defense)
CF — Jason Smith LF — Mike Huston
RF — Casey Wiederspan = CF — Glenn Cunningham
DH — Todd Stanclift RF — Kevin Rains
P — Alex Ochoa DH — Bill Horalek
RP — Mike Carrasco P — Dino Castro

RP — Todd Rains

Plus. the Vikings would have to learn how to hit

Eaton’s wicked knuckle curveball.
INTANGIBLES (Even)

Valley won two state titles during the streak and lost
in the state championship game the final year of the
streak. After losing to Eaton in the season opener in 79,
the Vikings rattled off 42 straight. The Reds went unde-
feated last year (24-0) and are 17-0 heading into the dis-
trict tournament on Friday. They are well on their way to
winning a second straight state title.

Valley had two coaches — Mike Stoffler (19 wins)
and Steve Nale (23 wins) — during its streak. Eaton’s
ship has been run by Jim Danley for the past 28 years.

Players from both teams grew up in a program full of
tradition and fundamentals. Playing baseball in summer
programs second to none, eating and sleeping were the
three things they did.

WINNER (Eaton 3, Valley 2)

It almost seems unfair to pick a winner, but let’s do it
anyway. Fourteen miles along a stretch of U.S. 85 and 20
years separate these two great baseball schools. Give
Danley credit for keeping the Reds" program fresh after
all these years. A sense of pride 10 go w ith immense tal-
ent fills both programs and that’s why Eaton and Valley
have the two longest winning streaks in Colorado high
school baseball history.

Could Valley's strong pitching stop Eaton’s offense?
For the most part. ves. But I keep going back to last yeéar's
state title game when Lamar’s big left-handed pitcher
Brad Stiles struck out 15 Reds. but Eaton found a way to
win the game 3-1. [ could see Castro doing the same
thing. but I also see the Reds coming up with enough runs
to beat Valley.

You'll get arcuments from both sides, One thing is
certain. It would have been a great game (o watch.
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FINALLY ... After setting an
Eaton single-season record for home
runs with 11 in just his freshman year
last season, Reds designated hitter
Todd Stanclift went the first 12
games of this season without a
homer. Stanclift changed that with
his first homer on Monday in a 28-0
victory over Highland at Eaton.

Stanclift, who stands 6-3 and
weighs 230 pounds, hasn’t hit the
long ball this year but he certainly is
hitting for average. Stanclift is lead-
ing the No. 1 Reds in hitting with a
.524 average.

“The best part about it is that he's
not trying to hit home runs,” Reds
coach Jim Danley said. “He's just
trying to go up and hit the ball hard.
He's become a very disciplined hit-
ter and certainly one of the state’s
outstanding hitters. To go from being
a home-run leader to having one of
the top batting averages is a very un-
usual progression.

“You win the tough games with
line drives and not home runs,” Dan-
ley said.

Stanclift said he shortened up his
stroke from last year.

“It was nice to hit all the home
runs last year,” said Stanclift, who
also knocked in 37 runs and hit .446.

COUNTDOWN ... With 38
straight wins, the Eaton Reds are just
five games away from breaking the
Colorado high school baseball all-
time winning streak. The Reds were
on target to break the record in the
district championship game at Fort
Morgan on May 7.

But it might have to wait a week.

With Thursday's game against
Denver Christian postponed and pos-
sibly cancelled, the Reds might not
break the state record until the re-
gional semifinals on May 15.



Carrasco paces Eaton .

EATON — Mike Carrasco’s three
consecutive home runs and 8 RBI in
Game one powered Eaton to its 39th
and 40th consecutive  wins
and a sweep
over Wray
Tuesday ina
3A Northemn
Plains double-
header.

Eaton won
the first game
21-1 and the
second game
12-2.

It was the
second time

baseball thisseason
Carrasco has
blasted three in a row in a game. He
also scored four runs in the game.

The Reds, who are 10-0 in league
and 16-0overall, are trying to take the
spotlight off of the record of 42
straight victory's they are trying to
break.

“We're trying to focus on winning
the district tournament right now.”
Eaton coach Jim Danley said. “If (the
record) comes, it comes. If it doesn’t.
it doesn't.”

%
2
baseball: ! voffs % 4,
# - ¢ =5 }101/
W The CHSSA Pairings Commiftee has set - j_o }).16
the brackets for the regional and state baseball _99 QQ
tournaments. Weld County's representatives in e

the postseason are Greeley Central, Roo-
sevelt, Fort Lupton and Eaton. Find out who,
where and when they will play on PAGE B3.
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S __First gome
WHS 00 0 — T 174
EHS 2450« — 2113 1

WHS - T Bowman (L, 8H, 10ER,. 188, 150}, Bard (2nd,
1H, 4ER. 388, 150), L. Ot (3rd. SER, 4H, 288, 1SO} Wing-
fieidd (41, CER, OH, 1BB, 350) and L. Or.

EHS - Josn lsakson (W, 8-0, 1H, OER, ZBB, 380), Todd
Stanciift (4ih, OH, 0ER, 188, 650) and Zack Hughes, 28 —
Jett Mayars 2. Hughes, Casey Wiederspan, Jeff Cazer, HR
— Mike Carraszo 3(1 on i 2nd. 3.6n in 2nd, 1 on i 3rd); RBI
- Carrasco 8. Meyers 5, Josh Yarber 3, Wiadarspan 1, Eric
Hungerberg 1

i Second Gome

WHS OIT 00 — 230
EHS 044 13 —~ 1% 0

WHS - 7. Bowman (L. 4H, 4ER, 388, 150), Ranson (3rd,
BH. SER. 4BB, 150) ano O HR - J. Buwman (sola in 2nd);
RBI - Bowman 1

EHS — Paul Loftis (W, 5-0, 3H, 2ER, 188, 530), Tanner
Tateyama (5th, OH. OER; 2BB, 0S0) and Hughes. 28 - Car-
rasco, Laftis: 3B — Hungarberg, ABI - Yarver 4, Hungen-
bary 2, Meyers 1, Stanclift © Lohis 1, Darak Lanr 1

B HIGH SCHOOL

Baseball teams learn schedule

The Eaton baseball tearn will go for its
43rd straight win at 10 a.m. Saturday at
Butch Butler Field in the state playoffs.
No. | seed Eaton (18-0) will face Holy
Family (13-3). If Eaton advances, it will
face either Paonia or Falcon.

No. 7 seed Roosevelt (13-3) plays
D’Evelyn (9-10) at 12:30 p.m. Saturday
at Runyon Field in Pueblo. If Roosevelt
advances.. it will face either Lamar or
Erie.

Fort Lupton (5-13-1) plays No. 2 seed
Dakota Ridge at 12:30 p.m. Friday at
All-Str Park in Lakewood. If Fort Lup-
ton advances. it will face either Skyline
or Montrose. )

Greeley Central (9-11) faces No. 2
seed Arvada at 12:30 p.m. Saturday at
All-Star Park in Lakewood. If Central ad-
vances. it will face either Pomoen j ar
Grand Junction.



Smith’s
injury
could hurt
Reds’ quest

T HE ROAD TO A FOURTH Class
3A state baseball title in six years for
Eaton could become rocky depend-
ing on today’s diagnosis of Reds star center
fielder Jason Smith.

The Greeley Tri-
bune's All-Weld out-
fielder and three-year
starter for the Reds-+n-
jured his left knee at
practice on Friday when
he was jumping for a
throw. Smith is will un-
dergo a magnetic reso-
nance imaging
| procedure in Greeley

today.
s Smith didn’t play in
the Reds’ doubleheader sweep against Wray
on Tuesday — Eaton’s 39th and 40th
straight victories — and is listed as doubtful
for the District VI Northern Plains Baseball
Tournament at Fort Morgan on Saturday.

“We're worried about cartilage,” Reds
coach Jim Danley said. “He’s not on crutch-
es. but there is lot of swelling. They're go-
ing to watch him closely and see if we can
get him back when the swelling goes down.
Any kind of a scoping now would take him
out for the playoffs.”

Smith is the catalyst for the Reds’ of-
fense as the leadoff hitter and is an excellent
defensive player. Last year as a junior,
Smith had an on-base percentage of .620,
hit .463 and knocked in 28 runs.

Over the past two years, Smith has been
caught stealing just once in 41 attempts.
This year Smith is hitting .428 with two
home runs and 14 RBL

*“He's intimidating with his speed on the
bases,” Danley said.

Smith is also the toughest regular to
strike out, having fanned just three times
this season.

“Smith is worth a lot. You can’t replace
him.” Danley said. You just try to do the
best you can. Everybody else has to step up
because he’s a real force out there. He's a
player.”

Greeley Daily Tribune
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DESPITE RUMORS, STREAK
GOES ON ... There was a rumor floating
around this week that Eaton’s bid for a
state-record 43 consecutive wins had ended
because an ineligible Reds player saw ac-
tion last week.

Contacted about the rumor, Danley said
it’s not true. He said starting second base-
man Scott Souther was ruled academically
ineligible to play this week and will not
play, but everybody who played last week
against Highland was eligible.

“The last thing I'd do is play some ineli-
gible guy,” Danley said. “They've taken
some truth (Souther’s ineligibility this
week) and added enough to it to make it

thoroughly untrue.”

So at 40 straight wins, the streak
is safe and the Reds are just three
games away from breaking the
Colorado high school baseball all-
time winning streak sd®at 42 by
Grand Junction (1960-62) and Val-
ley (1979-81).

No. 41 could come against the
winner of Platte Valley and Wray
beginning at 9:30 a.m. Saturday in
the district semifinals at Fort Mor-
gan. The Reds could tie the state
record at 42 in the district champi-
onship game beginning at 3:30
p.m. Saturday.

If the Reds win twice on Satur-
day. No. 42 could come in the re-
gional semifinals on May 15. With
the Reds as the likely No. 1 seed
coming out of the district tourna-
ment, don’t be surprised to see the
Reds try to break the record at
Butch Butler Field.
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Eaton all business about record

BY T.M. FASANO
Greeley Tribune

FORT MORGAN — When
Eaton’s Josh Yarber crossed home
plate to give the Reds the state
record-tying 42nd straight victory
and a Class 3A Norther Plains Con-
ference District title. there was no
major celebration at Legion Field on
Saturday.

There was no hooting or holler-
ing.

Just because the Reds. who beat
Platte Valley 16-0 for consecutive
win No. 41 in the district semifinals
and Brush 10-0 for the record-tying
No. 42 in the district finals. tied a
state record held by just two teams
(Valley, 1979-81: Grand Junction,
1960-62) doesn’t mean their season
is finished.

Heck. the Reds are just getting

started. Don’t expect them to celd®ee

brate in the regional semifinals on

Saturday should they set the all-time
record of 43 straight. The defending
state champions are shooting for their
fourth state title in six years. If they
achieve that goal on May 22, then
they'll do some serious celebrating.

But when the Eaton players were
asked about what they accomplished
on Saturday, they had to pause and
reflect a bit.

“It’s really hard to believe. Forty-
two games in a row,” all-state short-
stop Jeff Meyers said. “It's been
great. [ couldn’t ask for anything bet-
ter. Everybody here loves baseball
and we love winning. That's two
good things that are happening for us
right now.”

Reds left fielder-pitcher Paul
Loftis. who came in relief of Todd
Stanclift in the title game, said he's
glad the team has at least tied the
record.

“It’s a great accomplishment, but

now we can focus on our main goal

and that’s the state championship,”
Loftis said.

Reds coach Jim Danley, whose
team hasn't lost a game since a 17-7
defeat to Kent Denver in the state
semifinals on May 16, 1997, said he
never could have predicted this to
happen.

“I'm really proud of the kids for
being focused. They've had a lot of
pressure throughout this whole
thing,” Danley said. *We're honored
to be mentioned in the same breath as
the Valley Vikings.”

Now that the Reds have tied the
record, Danley said the pressure is
lifted going into regionals.

“At this point, the streak is imma-
terial. We've done something that
only probably 40 other kids in the
history of state baseball have done,”
Danley said. “We’re focused now on
the state tournament.”

In Eaton, winning state titles
comes before setting state records.



Eaton ties record for
consecutive wins

Up next: A shot to break it next weekend in regionals
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BY T.M. FASANO

Greeley Tribune

FORT MORGAN — Streak? What
streak.

The RBI machine is so focused on
knocking in runs and helping the Eaton
Reds win baseball games. the streak
seems like an afterthought.

Zack Hughes, Eaton’s cleanup hitter,
knocked in the Reds” first three runs with

a two-run single and a solo home run in a
10-0 whitewash of Brush (13-6) at Legion
Field on Saturday to tie the state baseball
record of 42 consecutive victories.

The Class 3A Northern Plains District
Championship win not only tied the state
record held by Valley (1979-81) and
Grand Junction ( 1960-62). but it also pro-

vided the defending state champion Reds
with the No. | seed heading into Satur-
day’s regional round of 16. The sites and
times will be determined today. but it
looks as though the Reds (18-0) could
break the state record at Butch Butler
Field on Saturday in the regional semifi-
nals if they get to play their regional
eames in Greeley. )
cm"']EL’;rTonully. the 42-0 record is nice. but
I'd rather have a state cham_pm_nshm n-
stead.” Hughes said. “If we didn’t win lhe
state championship and we had the record.

it wouldnt mean anything because

we didn't get the big one. 2
Asked if he spentany time thin :
e state record Hughes

ine about th
ing abe thought

smid: 1 haven’t really
about it.”

Hughes. Mike Carraseo and Josh
Yarber also homered in the Reds’
16-0 victory over Platte Valley i
the district semifinals on Saturday
morning. Josh Isakson improved to
$-0 with a one-hit. eight-strikeout
performance.  Todd Stanclift
pitched tive innings of tw U‘hl_l‘h.lA”
and was relieved by Paul Loftis in
the record-tving championship
game against Brush.

Hughes. a starter for the Reds
since his freshman year in 1997, is
an intense player. He's probably the
only person who didn’t hear the
trains roll by every 20 minutes just
behind the field in Fort Morgan.

“People in the stands after the
game will say. ‘Did vou hear me
velling for you when you were hit-
ting?" [ can’t hear anything,” Hugh-
es said. “There are no stands and no
field. It's just you and the pitcher.”

Hughes proved himself early in
Jim Danley’s lineup as a designat-
ed hitter his freshman year by
knocking in 22 runs. Moved to the
starting catcher position last season.
Hughes followed up his freshman
year with a state-leading 45 RBL

With six RBI on Saturday,
Hughes has 31 for the season and
an amazing 98 for his career with
next year still to go.

And to think that the RBI ma-
chine has been fighting a slump.
Any kid in America would want to
be hitting over 400 with six homers
and 31 RBI. But to Hughes. he's
battling out of a slump.

“The truth is. he hasn’t been hit-
ting as well as he can. Zack's been
struggling for a month or so. We've
been talking all week about when
Zack’s going to come out of this
slump,” Danley said. “The great
thing is he picked a very good time.
Zack does get better and he turns it
up a notch.”™

Hughes thinks he's breaking out
of his so-called slump.

*] feel like I've been doing real
bad for the last month,” Hughes
said. “It felt like everything I hit
went right to somebody.”

Focus is the word to describe the
free-swinging Hughes.

“You can’t really be thinking
about anything else. Anything the
pitcher throws that you can hit. you
hit it hard.” said Hughes. who has
played in 61 victories in 63 games
for Eaton,

Stanclift, who also knocked in a
pair of runs to help his cause in the
championship game, said he ex-
pects Hughes to deliver.

“You're just expecting him to
drive in runs,” Stanclift said.

Zack Hughes. The RBI machine.
Don’t call him that during the
game, though, because he’ll never
hear you.

GAME NOTES ... Red center
fielder Jason Smith (strained liga-
ment in left knee), sat out the first
game against Platte Valley but
started the second game. He
jumped for a line drive in the sec-
ond inning and came down on the
knee, which was in a brace. “I went
into the game and it felt pretty
good. When I jumped it kind of hurt
when I landed.” Smith said. “It's
Just aching right now. I think I'll be
ready by next week.” Danley said
Smith looked a little gimpy in the
field. “He has the doctor’s clear-
ance. I think it’s just a matter of get-
ting used to the brace and getting to
trust his knee again. He's such an
inspirational leader. He wanted to
step it up and go for it. With that
brace on there. we felt like he
couldn’t further injure it.” ... The
Reds beat up on Brush’s Bill Mundt
in the championship game, the
same pitcher with a 1.68 earned-run
average who lost a 3-2 game o the
Reds on April 12 in Eaton. ... Tn the
first game, the Reds’ Yarber, Car-
rasco. Loftis and Jeff Meyers had
three hits apiece. ... Meyers proved
once again why he’s Division [-A
material by making three big-
league plays at shortstop in the sec-
ond and third innings against
Brush.

Northern Plains District Finals

__Eaton 10, Brush 0

BHS 000000 — 0 2 1
EHS 002017 — 109 o
BHS - Bill Mundl (L. 7-2. 7H, SEA, 788, 450). Ausin
Muriz (61f, 2H, 2EA, 2BB, 0S0), Chad Friehaut 6ih. 2
GER 2BB. 180) and Nick Chiistenssn
S - Toda Stancift (W, 3-0. 2H OER
Sth. OH. OER, 0BB, 150} anda Zac
"

2. Josh Yaroer. Jeif Mayers

Northern Plains District Semifinals
Eaton 16, Platte Valley 0

PYHS 00000 — 0 | 2
EHS B MU Ix — 1819 1

PVHS - Scoit Cassalman (L, 10H, SEA. 388 250) Man
Alles (3rd. 94, 6ER, GBB. 1S0) and Ryan Reinick

EHS - Josn Isakson (W 3-0. 1H. OER. 188, 850) ang
Zack Hughes: 28 - Joif Cazer HR - Josh Yar
1511 Mike Carrasco (100 n 2nd Hughes (2 o
RBI - Hughes 3| Yarber 3. Carrascto 3, Paul Laftis
ar 2. Darak Lehr. Casey Wisderspan
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Jeff Meyers slides home safely after a bases loaded, two out single by Zach Hughes in the third
inning of Saturday's championship game. Eaton's 10-0 win over Brush crowned the Reds
District champs and extended their unbeaten streak to 42 games, tying the current record held
by both Valley and Grand Junction.
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Reds just keep on winning!

by Duane M. Robson

Ask most any member of the
Eaton Reds baseball team about
their 42 game win streak. and you'll
likely get the same answer. "The
record is nice, but let’s concentrate
on State.” seemis to be the definitive
response.

The Reds tied the State record for
most consecutive wins (42) with a
10-0 thumping of Brush in last
week's District finals. Eaton will
have a chance to break the 18-year-
old mark this Saturday at Butch
Butler Field in Greeley as they
defend their State Title against Holy
Family.

"All we're thinking ubout is the
state title,” said catcher Zach
Hughes, the offensive star of the
game. "It we just focus on State, the
record will fall into place.” said the
Junior. Hughes scored twice and
knocked in three runs in the six-
inning aftair.

Hughes also knows that the pitch-
ing rich teams of Lamar. Faith
Christian, and Buena Vista will test
the potent Reds offense as the tour-
nament progresses. Eaton is the top
seed in the L6-team tournament.

“From here on out. we just need
to concentrate on putting the ball in
play.” said Hughes. "We don't have
to hit it hard.” he added. “Just put it
in play with lots of ground balls,
and we'll be ok.”

Coach Danley also agreed that
pitching would be the key from here
on out, though he was referring to
his own staft.

"Todd Stanclift (OER. 2H., IBB.
1K) wis just outstanding today.”
praised Danley, "as  was Tosh
(Isakson).” Isakson threw a one hit
shutout in the semifinal game earli-
er in the day. "Our piching was
areat. Giving up no runs in a
League Tournament is something

else” said the couch

“The pitching is coming around,”
Senior standout also wanted to give
credit to his team's defense.
arguably the best in the state. "lt's
great 1o pitch with our defense play-
ing like it is. They were making
some tough plays behind me today.”
stated Lotiis.

The Reds will now take their 42
eame win streak to Greeley.

Saturday. as they take on a 13-5
Holy Family team. A win would
give Eaton the State record for con-
secutive wins. That would leave
just three more wins for the State
Title. And that, according to the
plavers. is the grand prize.

“The kids have handled the pres-
sure of this season with a lot of
class,” said Danley. "They are play-
ing well. and we have as good a
shot as anyone to win the whole
thing."

Reds Notes: Eaton won their
semitinal match Saturday morning
16-0 over Platte Valley. Josh
Isakson threw five shutout innings,
giving up just one hit while striking
out eight. It was his ninth win of the
season. Josh Yarber. Mike Carrasco.
and Zach Hughes each homered. as
well as picking up three RBI'S
apiece.
continued  Danley.  "(Tanner)
Tateyama has a minor ankle injury,
but should be all right by next
week. Mike Carrasco might need a
little work. but we'll get him that in
practice.” he finished.

The Reds offense started slow
against the Beetdiggers, but finally
broke the 0-0 tie with a pair of runs
in the third inning. Casey
Wicderspan led off with a double,
but Brush pitcher Bill Mundt mun-
aged to get the next two Reds 10
strike out. [t was Mundt whe gave

Ewon their higgest scare of the

year, losing a 3-2 decision in their
reaular conference match-up.

‘With two down, Mundt walked
Jeff Meyers, then followed that by
plunking Mike Carrasco with @
pitch. Hughes then ripped a bases
loaded single to left field that gave
the Reds a 2-0 lead. Hughes came
up big in the fifth also, blasting a
solo homer over the left-center field
wall 1o increase Eaton's lead to 3-0.

Eaton ended matters in the sixth
inning. sending 12 batters to the
plate. and scoring seven Tuns o
invoke the 10-run mercy rule. The
Reds scored 10 runs on nine hits
and were errorless in the field.

Pitcher Todd Stanclift kept the
Beetdiggers off balance all day.
scattering two hits and two walks
amongst four strikeouts. The sopho-
more gave way [0 Paul Loftis in the
sixth inning. after giving up a lead-
off single. Loftis struck out his first
opponent. then followed that with a
sharply hit lineout to centerfield. He
closed out the inning with a roller
up the middle that was corralled by
shortstop Jeff Meyers, Meyers
throw to first narrowly beat the run-
ner.

“That first strikeout helped out a
lot." said Loftis, who has a 4-0
record on the year. "It took a lot of
pressure off me.” he added. The
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Once again the Eaton Reds Baseball Team is heading to State. This is at
least the fifth consecutive year they've gone, bringing the Title home three

_ times. Will this be #4? Above, last year the Rocky Mountain News featured
- a photo of the winning Reds. Steven's Grill had the photo recreated by Biff _|

Yates, who air brushed a copy of it. It is on display at Steven's, Check it
out!

L
HL s "

Catcher Zach Hughes, along with some of his Reds teammates,

¢| accepts the District Championship Plaque shortly after the Reds

10-0 victory over Brush. Hughes scored twice and knocked in
three runs as the Reds continue to roll through the playoffs.
Eaton will take on Holy Family this Saturday at Butch Butler
Field in Greeley.

Reds go for record win

by Duane M. Robson

The Euwton Reds haseball team
will attempt to break the current
Colorado state record for consecu-
tive wins this Saturday at Buteh
Butler Field in Greeley. The team's
42 wins currently tie them with
both Valley (1971-81) and Grand
Juncrion (1960-62),

The Reds current streak hesan
last season with a 240 record and a
State Championship. Eaton is now
I8-00 on the veur and has advanced
w i lG=ream playvoll. Eaton is slat-

ed to play Hols Family (13-3) at
10:00wm as they atemipt to break
the 18 vear old record. A win would
advance the Reds to a 3:00pm
showdown against either Paonia
(I6-4) wr Faleon ( 13-4).

It Eaon continwes o advance.
thie State Semifinals will be held at
Renis University i Denver on Muy
12. with the Suite Championship
aume o he plased at All-Ciiy
Stadivm i Penver the following
Siturday.
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Red Machine
may be best
in any class

By Michael Kane

Special to The Denver Post

It's been awhile since the Eaton Reds
lost. The eastern plains baseball power-
house is 18-0 this season, a year after going
a perfect 24-0 to win the Class 3A champi-
onship.

The last time the Reds lost, it was the
spring of 1997. Bill Clinton was in the
White House, the New York Yankees were
the defending World Series champions and
a gallon of milk cost $2.99.

Maybe it wasn't that long ago. It was on
the far end of 42 straight wins, however, a
streak that matches the state's all-time
best. And with a victory Saturday over Ho-
ly Family in the postseason round of 16,
Eaton could eclipse the mark it shares
with Central of Grand Junction (1960-62)
and Valley (1979-81).

Advancing to the state tournament’s fi-
nal four, May 21-22 at All-City Stadium,
should prove challenging for Jim Danley’s
Big Red Machine. Some say Eaton could
be the best team in the state, regardless of
classification. The same might be said for
a collection of pitchers that lurk amid the
3A brackets.

Barring the unforeseen, Eaton’s path to
a repeat title will be obstructed by Paonia
right-hander Nate Miller in the quarterfi-
nals and either of two towering hurlers
from Lamar. The Reds would meet 16-0
Lamar, the team it defeated in last year's
championship 3-1, if both teams reach the
title game as expected.

*1 think both of us, in the back of our
minds. are secretly hoping for another Ea-
ton-Lamar final,” said Danley, who also
guided Eaton to titles in 1994 and '95. “But
we can't afford to talk that way. We can't
afford to look ahead.”

Danley can, however, look forward to
entering the regional round with a team
batting average of .455. In the 18 victories
this season, Eaton has scored 219 runs and
allowed 30. That's an average winning
score of 12-1

Both sides of that discrepancy are large-
ly attributable to senior Mike Carrasco.
The pitcher-third baseman is averaging
517 and has pounded eight doubles, eight
home runs and 30 RBI this season.

On the mound, Carrasco is the closer.
Starter Josh Isakson (8-0, 0.80 ERA, 32
strikeouts) is Danley’s ace, but if the Reds
can hand Carrasco a lead, the game, too,
usually is in Eaton’s grasp. In 8% innings,
Carrasco has knuckle-curved 19 strikeouts,
and has an 0.81 ERA.

After winning three straight titles in 2A,
Paonia moved up in classification this sea-
son. It is said that a hot pitcher can carry a
team through the state tournament. That
logic alone gives the 16-4 Eagles a shot,
should they meet Eaton.

Miller is 9-1 this season, with a 1.80 ERA
and 124 strikeouts. In his dominant career,
the right-hander is 45-2, and has compiled
a 1.38 ERA and 514 strikeouts.

In short, he's been one of the state’s best.
And, no, he won't be starting in Paonia’s
opener against Falcon. “We're looking for-
ward to the challenge,” Paocnia coach Don
Emmons said of the possible showdown in
the second round against Eaton.

Across the bracket, the Lamar Savages
await vindication for last season’s champi-
onship heart-breaker. In that game, Brad
Stiles struck out 15 and hit a homer for
Lamar’s only run. Now a senior, Stiles is
6-0 and has fanned 76 hitters. He's a 6-
foot-5 lefty and a looming presence on the
mound. Lamar’s other ace is senior righty
Mike Thompson, who holds an 0.22 ERA is
5-0 and has struck out 64 batters. He
stands 6-4.

“Every once in a while, with the wind at
their backs, those guys ean hit 90,” Lamar
coach Dave Fassiotto said of his pitchers’
velocity. “What concerns me more is scor-
ing some runs.”

Lamar, which has won four state titles
in the 1990s, is led by Stiles (.541), catcher
Mike Kulp (.556, 21 RBI) and shortstop
Bowie Frost (.500, five home runs, 35 RBI).

Faith Christian (20-0) is the third unbeat-
en 3A team. The Eagles swept the Metro
League for their first title. Senior righty
Jared Gonzales is 9-0 with 61 strikeouts,
and Paul Faust is 7-0 with 75 strikeouts.
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BASEBALL/REGIONAL, STATE PLAYOFFS

CLASS 3A
Regicn 1 at All-City Stadium, Saturday
Dowuglas County (&-101 4s. Highlands Ranch {15-1)
10.am.
Loveland i14-6) vs Chatfield (12.8) 1230 om
Winners, 3 pm
Region 2 at All:City Stadium, Friday
Standley Lake (10-8) .5 Crarry Craek {14-5), 10
a.m
Fart Collins (12:3) s, Arvada West (17-3), 12:30
p.m
Winrass. 3 p.m
Regicn 3 at Aurora Cantral H.3., Saturday
Ponderasa (13-5) vs. Fareew (13-8) 10am
Smoky Hill {12-8) vs. Rampart (16-11. 12:30 g.m
Winners 3 p.m.
Region 4 at All-Star Park, Lakewaod, Saturday
Grand Jurchion (13-4, «5 Pamena (12:7), 1C a.m.
Greeiey Central (3-1%) /s Arvada (15-1) 12:30
p.m
Winners. 3 pim
STATE TOURMNAMENT
At All-City Stadium
Friday. May 21
SEMIFINALS
Region | ¥s Regicr 2 734
Region 2 vs. Region 4 TBA
Champianship, Saturszy. May 22, 2:30 p.m.

CLASS 4A

Region 1 at Hinkley High Scheol, Friday
Berthoud (11-9) vs. Rifle (18-3), 10 a.m.
Summit (8-10) vs. Miwot (16-1), 12:30 p.m.
Winners, 3 p.m.

Region 2 at Runyon Field, Pueblo, Friday
Alameda (13-7) vs. Pueblo Central {15-4), 10 a.m.
Lawis-Pamer (13-7) vs. Montbello (13-4), 12:30

p.m

Winners, 3 p.m
Region 3 at Englewcod H.S., Friday
P Cantennial (12-7) vs. Brighton {16-2). 10'a.m.
Thomas Jeffersen (15-3) vs. ThunderRidge (12-5).
12:30 p.m
Winners. 3 p.m.
Region 4 at All-Star Park, Lakewood
Frida

x ¥
Sikyline (15-5) vs. Montrase (11-5), 10 am.
Fort Lupton {5-13-1) vs. Dakota Ridge (14-4),
12:30 pm,
Winnars, 3 p.m.
STATE TOURNAMENT
At All-City ‘Stadium
Friday, May 21
SEMIFINALS

Region 1 vs. Region 2. TBA
Region d vs. Regicn 4. TBA
Championship: Saturday, May 22, naon

CLASS 3A
Region 1 at Butch Butler Field, Greeley
Saturday
Holy Family (13-5) vs. Eaton (18-0), 10 a.m.
Falcon (13-4) vs. Pacnia (16-4), 12:30 p.m.
Winners, 3 p.m.
Region 2 at Hiﬂlg:y High School, Aurora
rd

- turday
Monte Vista (9-9) vs. Clathe (18-3). 10 am.
La Junta (11-7) vs, Buena Vista (16-1), 12:30 p.m.
Winners. 3 p.m
Region 3 at Englewood H.S., Saturday
Rangely (8-7) vs. Faith Christian (20-0), 10 a.m.
Brush (13-6) vs. Pagosa Springs (14-3), 12:30 p.m.
Winners, 3 p.m, |
Region 4 at Runyon Field. Pueblo
Saturday |
Erie (9-8) vs. Lamar (16-0). 10 am.
D’Evelyn (9-10) vs. Roosevelt (13-5), 12:30 p.m.
Winners, 3 p.m.
STATE TOURNAMENT !
At All-City Stadium \
Friday, May 21
SEMIFINALS |
Region 1 vs. Region 2. TBA
Region 3 vs. Regicn 4, TBA
Championship, Saturday, May 22, 3:30 a.m.

The Danver Post - Andy Cross
Mike Carrasco (22) and Eaton hope to brzak up another field and play for its second consecutive Class 3A championshigp.



Fab Four leaves trail of
memorvries behind this week
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T COULD BE THE other side of never

when we ever see the likes of

Krautschun, Reyna, Carrasco and Mey-
ers.

No, they're not a law firm. but they could
have been sued for all the damage they
caused the opposition over the last four
years.

Platte Valley's Paula Krautschun. Roo-
sevelt’s Richard Reyna and Eaton’s Mike
Carrasco and Jeff Meyers don’t have 00
many more appearances for their respective
schools.

These four athletes weren't one-year
wonders. They showed early on in high
school that the talents they possessed were
special.

Let's begin with Krautschun, who is try-
ing to win four state first-place medals at the
Class 3A track and field state meet at Foun-
tain-Fort Carson Friday and Saturday

Krautschun was a standout in softball and
basketball for the Bronces, but her track and

field performances capture the attention of
even the most casual observer.

A state champion in the 100-meter hur-
dles, 300 hurdles and long jump in her
sophomore and junior years, Krautschun is a
give-it-all-or-nothing athlete, The proverbial
brick wall to run through was made for per-
formers with the will of Krautschun.

You didn't want to take a charge from
her on the basketball court. You didn't want
to be the catcher with a play at the plate
knowing that Krautschun was the runner
charging home. And for the track and field
competitors who have to face Krautschun in

her final state meet this weekend ... pity on
then.

Then there’s Revna, who will lave Roo-
sevelt High School with 12 varsity fetters in
wresthng., foothall and basebull.

Reyna will always be remembered for his
exciting state championship victory in the
3A 160-pound division at MeNichols Sports

is he helped his team e 3 stute -

- v he Final S o
qeored four points inthe final $0'5ec-

ords toupsel No L -ranked Dustin Randie of
Larmatn =4=2 1o s his first<tae title atter

miacin \ VA IO TS

Saying goodbye

Four athletes will be winding down their prep careers over the next nine days. They competed '
with a flair and talent that will be missed by sports fans in Weld County for many years to come.

Paula Krautschun,
Platte Valley

State champion in
the 100-meter
hurdles, 300 hurdles
and long jump in her
sophomore and
junior years

Richard Reyna,
Rooseveit

12 varsity letters in
wrestling, football
and basetall.

Mike Carrasco,
Eaton

Jeff Meyers,
Eaton

They're an unbelievable 79-10 in four years for
Eaton's baseball team. That means that Carasco,
who alsc was an all-state tailback for the Reds’
3A semifinalist football team this past season,
and Meyers have won 89 percent of their baseball
games while at Eaton.

Reyna was a 1.000-yard rusher and All-
Weld linebacker for the 2A Rough Riders
state-qualifying team. This kid is a money
player who comes up huge when his team
needs it the most. The Roosevelt third base-
man, who tied the school record with 10
home runs last season. will try to lead

the Rough Riders past the regional
round on Saturday in Pueblo and
into the Final Four next weekend.

If you're a baseball fan in Weld
County and never had the opportu-
nity to watch third baseman Carras-
co and shortstop Meyers master the
left side of the infield. it's your loss.

To say that there will never be an-
other team blessed with the skills of
Carrasco and Meyers during the
same four-year span isn’t a stretch.

They are true marvels on the field
and at the plate and have been two of
the key reasons why the Reds are 42-
0 over the past two years. Carrasco
and Meyers will be suited up once
again when the Reds play Holy Fam-
ily at Butch Butler Field in the re-
gional semifinals w10 am.
Saturday in what could be a stite-
record 43rd straight victory for the

Reds.

Winning is what this dynamic duo
is all about. Since starting as ninth-
craders for the Reds. they're an un-
helievable 79-10 in four vears. That
means that Currasco. who also was
an all-state tailback for the Reds™ 3A
semifinalist football team this past
season. and Meyers have won 89
percent of their baseball games
while at Eaton.

Mevers has turned into a Hoover
vacuum eleaner at shortstop. Churg-
ing in on a ground ball and with 4
flick of the wrist. the ball somehow
makes 11 inro the first baseman’s

alo

When talking about meney hitter
and clutch performer. Reds coach
Jim Danley knew for the past four
years that Carrasco was there to de-
liver the big base hit. Danley knew
who to call on when he needed the
crucial strikeout in the seventh in-
ning.

Carrasco and Meyers symbolize
what the great Eaton baseball tradi-
tion s all about. They do so with dirt
on their uniforms and smiles on their
faces. Arguably. Carrasco and Mey-
ers are the best baseball players on
what has to be considered the great-
est baseball team to ever play on a
Colorado high school baseball dia-
mond.

What you have with Krautschun.
Reyna, Carrasco and Mevers are
four winners who played their sports
to the fullest. Before we know it.
their prep exploits will be remem-
bered in the past tense. If vou get o
chance this weekend, go out and see
them before were forced to remem-
ber their achievements in the past.

They Il never be forgotten. Tal-
ents who come along like that make
it a pleasure to remember.

T.M. Fasano is a sporiswriter for
the Greelev Tribune. He can be
reached at 332-0211. Ext. 287,
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AT LEFT:
Eaton's head
coach Jim
Danley, right,
and assistant
coach Bob
Ervin have
been coaching
baseball
togellier for 31
years, 28 of
those at Eaton.
Danley and
Ervin will try to
guide their
team to a
state-record
43rd straight
win on
Saturday.

RICHARD M.
HACKETT
Greeley Tribune

BOTTOM
INSET: Danley,
left, and Ervin
ina 1972
photo.
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Longtime Eaton
baseball coaches
know what it takes
to build winning team

BY T.M. FASANO
Greeley Tribune

~ EATON — Eaton head baseball coach
Jim Danley and his longtime assistant Bob
Ervin are into making history these days.

When Danley and Ervin
® Alook at took over the Reds way
the region  backin 1972, all they want-

ed to do was make some

teams / B3
— kind of success out of the

program.

Some would say that they overextended
themselves.

Around noon on Saturday, Danley and
Ervin could be a part of something that no
other coaches have ex-
perienced in the histo-
ry of Colorado high
school baseball.

A win over Holy
Family (12-6) in the
Class 3A Region |
semifinals. which
starts at 10 a.m. Sat-
urday at Butch Butler
Field, would be
Eaton’s 43rd straight.
an all-time state
record that would
pass Valley (1979-81)
and Grand Junction
(1960-62) 0n the consecutive wins list.

Top-ranked Eaton (18-0) would then
face the winner of Paonia and Falcon in the
regional championship game at 3 p.m fora
berth in the Final Four May 21-22 in Den-
ver.

In the other 3A playoit regional of in-
terest to Weld County baseball fans. Roo-

sevelt (13-4) travels to
Pueblo’s Runyon
Field for a Region 4+
game against D*Eve-
lyn (9-10) at 12:30
p.m. A Rough Riders
win would put them in
the championship
game against the win-
ner of No. 2 Lamar or
Erie for a chance o
play in the Final Four.
Danley. 52. and
Ervin. 33, started
coaching summer
baseball together in

1969.

They've been together so long, they're
finishing each other's sentences.

“We know what each other is going to

say before he says it,” Danley joked.
Danlev's and Ervin's 28-year tenure
with Eaton’s high school baseball
tem has spanned the Nixon Ad-

ministration, Ford Administration, Carter
Administration, Reagan Administration,
Bush Administration and is on the tail end
of the Clinton Administration.

They've made it through the Beach
Boys, Hardy Boys and Backstreet Boys,
while watching the younger generation
wear platform shoes, bell bottoms, leisure
suits, black Chuck Taylor Converse high
tops, white Air Jordan medium cuts and
now back to bell bottoms.

The one outfit that went unchanged over
all the vears was the pinstripes of the Eaton
Reds.

They 're the Hope and Crosby, Carson
and McMahon and Batman and Robin of
Colorado baseball. They've been around
longer than traffic on Interstate 25.

Danley coaches third base. Ervin
coaches first base. The 5-foot-8 Danley
used to have hair. The 6-3 Ervin used to

have black hair.

That's when they first met at
Eaton High School when Danley
was teaching German and Ervin
was teaching English. Ervin is still
teaching at the high school, while
Danley moved over to the middle
school and is a counselor,

Both know what it's like to wait
for a state title. After 23 years of
coaching the Reds, the elusive state
baseball title came home to Eaton
in 1994, They've won two more ti-
tles since "94 and will be favored 1o
win their fourth state title in six
years next weekend if they survive
Saturday’s regionals.

“From 1973 to 1993 we did not
win a state title,” Ervin said. “We
still remember how long it takes to
build a team.”

This currznt crop of Reds know
what the two men mean to the
Eaton progran.

“They put so much time into this
program. They’ve been around for-
ever,” said all-state third baseman
Mike Carrasco. who was a bat boy
for the Reds when he was in ele-
mentary school and the two coach-
es were still trying to win their first

state title. “They ve coached some
of the parents here. They keep the
tradition going. They just love
baseball and that rubs off on us.”

Up untl three summers ago.
Ervin and Danley coached the
Eaton high school players in the
Legion B program. Ervin, who won
his first state title as the Reds” girls
basketball coach last winter. gave
up coaching summer baseball 1o
concentrate on coaching the girls in
the summer

Growing up in a program since
the age of 3 when future Reds start
playing T-ball. every Eaton base-
ball prospect knows what o 2xpect
hefore ever entering high school

Greeley Daily Tribune

May 14, 1999

Reds assistant coach Randy
Sparkman has been with the base-
ball program for the past nine years
and said it’s such a benefit to have
players come into a familiar system
that they’ve been in for 10 years.

“The kids know what’s expect-
ed. They don’t have to learn a lot of
coaching philosophies,” Sparkman
said. “It’s been the same when they
were in the fifth grade watching
high school ball. They wear the
same uniforms. (Danley and Ervin)
have coached players who have
boys coming through high school.
You just don’t see that.”

Danley and Ervin have coached
baseball together 13 years longer ° WHAT A RUN
than their center fielder Jason THE DANLEY-ERVIN YEARS
Smith has been alive. Fina!

“That’s pretty amazing.” said Yeqr Wins losses  Four
the 18-year-old Smith. “They love {g72 13 5
this game. They make you think 1973 11 8
about the game. To them. baseball 1g74 9 7
is more of a mental game than a 1975 6 9
physical game.” 1976 13 7 .

Jeff Meyers. a four-year starter 1977 g 7
and all-stater at shortstop. said 1978 11 6
Danley and Ervin are great coach- 1979 14 5
es. 1980 13 6

“[ don't know what else to suy. 1981 19 3 .
They know baseball probably bet- 1982 14 4
ter than most people in the state. 1983 15 | N
Coach (Danley) has won way over 1984 2 i 1
400 games. He knows how to win.” 1985 21 2 i

With a record of 436 wins and 1986 15 4
only 120 losses in 28 years, win 1987 17 4
No. 437 against Holy Family 1988 16 4
would be the one victory that 1989 19 3 A
makes state history. 1990 16 3

There’s the three state titles, 12 1991 14 9 E
Final Four appearances. nine re- 1892 14 6
gional championships. 16 league ti- 1993 19 4 )
tles and one game away from a 1994 20 3 *
state-record 43 straight. but all of (1st)
that isn’t the most important ac- 1995 22 1 :
complishment to Danley. (1st)

He said his biggest accomplish- 1996 18 6 1
ment is that his teams. with Ervin 1997 19 4 g
coaching right with him. have 1998 24 0 '
made the state playoffs every year (1st)
since 1983, 1999 18 0 227

“That says more about the youth Overall 436 120 78

coaches we have and the dozens
and dozens of kids who have
played here and have taken the pro-
gram in the right direction,” Dan-
ley said. "The credit should go to
the entire community and the
coaches and players who have
worn the pinstripes.”

But all along the way. Danley
and Ervin have been there to nur-
ture this baby . A baby that has cap-
wired the attention of every
haseball fan in the stute.



A LOOK AT THE REGIONS

CLASS 3A

REGION 1

m TEAM: Eaton Reds

m RECORD: 18-0

B COACH: Jim Danley, 28th season

B LEADING HITTERS: Mike Car-
rasco, 3B-P, sr. (8 HR, 30 RBI, .517
BA); Jeff Meyers, SS, sr. (5 HR, 33 RBI,
493 BA); Todd Stanclift, DH-P, so. (1
HR, 11 RBI, .491 BA); Josh Yarber, 1B,
jr. (1 HR, 17 RBI, .480 BA); Casey
Wiederspan, LF, jr. (2 HR, 22 RBI, .475
BA); Zack Hughes, C, r. (5 HR, 31 RB,
439 BA): Jason Smith, CF, sr. (2 HR,
15 RBI, .412 BA); Paul Loftis, LF-P, sr.
(2 HR, 20 RBI, .393 BA); Scott Souther,
2B, so. (2 HR, 12 RBI, .372 BA).

B LEADING PITCHERS: Josh Isak-
son, RHP, sr. (8-0, 0.80 ERA); Paul
Loftis, RHP, sr. (4-0, 1.46 ERA); Todd
Stanclift, RHP, so. (3-0, 1.37 ERA);
Tanner Tateyama, RHP, so. (2-0, 0.50
ERA); Mike Carrasco, RHP, sr. (1-0,
0.81 ERA).

W TEAM: Paocnia Eagles
B RECORD: 16-4
B COACH: Don Emmons, sixth sea-

son

B LEADING HITTERS: Nate Miller,
P-DH, sr. (7 HR, 26 RBI, .440 BA);
Andy Vincent, SS, r. (4 HR, 14 RBI,
434 BA); Brady Bledsoe, 3B, sr. (6 HR,
17 RBI, .429 BA); Gabe Shirm, RF, jr.
(3 HR, 12 R8I, .420 BA); Clint Childs.
1B, sr. (3 HR, 15 RBI, .385 BA); Jack
Eversman, C, sr. (O HR, 14 RBI, .375
BA).

B LEADING PITCHERS: Nate Miller,
RHP, sr. (9-1, 1.60 ERA); Andy Tuin,
RHP, sr. (6-2, 3.75 ERA); Jeff Carr,
RHP, jr. (1-0, 4.00 ERA).

W TEAM: Holy Family Tigers
# RECORD: 12-6
B COACH: Steve Meyer, second

season

M LEADING HITTERS: Marco
Vega, P-OF, jr. (3 HR, .457 BA); Mar-
cus Ramirez, 1B, jr. (.450 BA); Dan
Burke. P-OF, sr. (.382 BA); Jeff Fan-
ning, C, sr. (.350 BA); Rudy Duran, S8,
sr. (.350 BA).

® LEADING PITCHERS: Dan
Burke, RHP, sr. (7-3, 2.50 ERA); Marco
Vega, RHP, jr. (3-2, 5.00 ERA).

B TEAM: Falcon Falcons

B RECORD: 13-4

B COACH: Nathan Wadman, sec-
ond year

B LEADING HITTERS: Daren Free-
man, P-CF, sr. (7 HR, 27 RBI, .464 BA);
Ted Perry, 1B, sr. (1 HR, 16 RBI, .429
BA); Casey DeBusk, P-SS, sr. (8 HR,
15 RBI, .388 BA}; Brian Wilfong, C, sr.
(0 HR. 11 RBI, .364 BA).

B LEADING PITCHERS: Daren
Freeman, BHP, sr. (4-1, 2 Saves, 6.30
ERA); Casey DeBusk, RHP, sr. (4-0,
5.25 ERA).

REGION 4

B TEAM: Roosevelt Rough Riders
B RECORD: 13-4

B COACH: Paul Chacon, first sea-

son

B LEADING HITTERS: Justin Post,
2B, jr. (3 HR, 27 RBI, .568 BA); Ricky
Zuniga, CF, sr. (8 HR, 24 RBI, .438
BA); Hector Olivas, SS, so. (2 HR, 13
RBI, .426 BA); Mo Pribble, RF, so. (0
HR, 10 RBI, .415 BA); Nathanel Hess,
LF-P (3HR, 11 RBI, .390 BA); Devon
Shable, 1B, fr. (2 HR, 17 RBI, .369 BA);
Frank Jojola, DH, sr. (2 HR, 15 RBI,
.361 BA); Richard Reyna, 3B, sr. (6 HR,
23 RBI, .351 BA); Lewis Hastings, C, sr.
(2 HR, 13 RBI, .320 BA).

B LEADING PITCHERS: Sez Meza,
RHP, sr. (7-2, 3.57 ERA); Nathanel
Hess, RHP, sr. 3-1, 4.66 ERA); Robert
Meza, RHP, so, (2-1, 6.72 ERA).

B TEAM: Lamar Savages

H RECORD: 15-0

B COACH: Dave Fassiotto, fifth sea-
son

W LEADING HITTERS: Mike Kulp,
C, sr. (3 HR, 21 RBI, .556 BA); Brad
Stiles, 1B-P, sr. (3 HR, 15 RBI, .541
BA); Bowie Frost, SS, sr. (5 HR, 35
RBI, .500 BA); Damian Kerr, 3B, sr. (0
HR, 7 RBI, .500); Mike Thompson, RF-
P, sr. (0 HR, 15 RBI, .417 BA).

B LEADING PITCHERS: Brad
Stiles, LHP, sr. (6-0, 1.57 ERA); Mike
Thompson, RHP, sr. (5-0, 0.22 ERA);
Chad Schibblehut, RHP, se. (4-0, 1.24
ERA).

B TEAM: Ene Tigers

B RECORD: 9-8

B COACH: Doug Kudrma, 9th sea-
son

B LEADING HITTERS: Matt
Boshell, SS, sr. (4 HR, 14 RBI, .472
BA); Matt Kosorok, LF, so. (0HR, 10
RBI, .417 BA); Junior Rodriguez, 2B,
so. (3 HR, 10 RBI, .412 BA); Rory
McKim, DH-P, so. (0 HR, 3 RBI, .352
BA): Rick Martinez, CF-P. sr. (4 HR, 10
RBI, .317 BA).

B LEADING PITCHERS: Rick Mar-
tinez, LHP, sr. (6-3, 2.26 ERA); Rory
McKim, RHP. so. (2-4. 5.93 ERA); Ju-
nior Rodriguez, RHP, so. (1-1, 5.60
ERA).

B TEAM: D'Evelyn Jaguars
B RECORD: 9-10
B COACH: Dan Porreco, third sea-

son
B LEADING HITTERS: V.J. Wal-

bridge, CF, sr. (1 HR, 15 RBI, .458 BA),

Aaron Abrams, C, sr. (1 HR, 10 RBI,
.346 BA); Reed Saunders, 1B, sr. (2

HR, 10 RBI, .327 BA); Caleb Salankey,

3B-P, jr. (5 HR, 12 RBI, .321 BA).
B LEADING PITCHERS: Brad

Swartzlander. RHP, jr. (4-3, 5.74 ERA);

Caleb Salankey, RHP. jr. (2-4, 424
ERA). :

Greeley Daily Tribune
May 14, 1999

REGIONAL BASEBALL

CLASS 5A REGION 4
B WHO: Greeley Central
B WHERE: At All-Star Park,

Lakewood
B WHEN: Saturday

B SCHEDULE: Grand Junction

vs. Pomona, 10 a.m.; Greeley Cen-
tral vs. Arvada, 12:30 p.m.; Champi-
onship Game, 3 p.m.

CLASS 4A REGION 4
B WHO: Fort Lupton
B WHERE: At All-Star Park,

Lakewood
B WHEN: Today ;
B SCHEDULE: Skyline vs. Mon-
trose, 10 a.m.; Fort Lupton vs. Dako-
ta Ridge, 12:30 p.m.; Championship
Game, 3 p.m.

CLASS 3A REGION 1

B WHO: Eaton

B WHERE: Butch Butler Field

B WHEN: Saturday

B SCHEDULE: Holy Family at
Eaton, 10 a.m.; Falcon at Paonia,
12:30 p.m.; Championship at 3 p.m.

CLASS 3A REGION 4
B WHO: Roosevelt
B WHERE: Runyon Fleld,

Pueblo
M WHEN: Saturday

B SCHEDULE: Erie vs. Lamar,

10 a.m.; D’Evelyn vs. Roosevelt,
12:30 p.m.; Championship at 3 p.m.



Reds streak to record

Eaton boys baseball
headed to semifinals
after winning No. 44

OLY FAMILY, a Catholic school

from Denver, didn’t have a prayer

against the powerful Eaton Reds
baseball team.

Holy Moly, a Catholic saying of amaze-
ment, is about all you can say abolt the
record-setting Reds.

The Reds played flawless baseball in the
Class 3A Region | semifinals af Butch But-
ler Field on Saturday and made state history
in the process. The 17-0 win over Holy
Family, sparked by Josh Isakson's ov erpow-
ering no-hitter, was Eaton's 43rd straight
victory and placed the Reds'at the top of the
state baseball list for consgeutive wins top-
ping Valley (1979-81) and
Grand Junction (1960-62),

The Reds extended their win-
ning streak to 44 straight victories by nip-
ping Paonia in the regional championship
game 4-3 later in the day. The win put the
Reds into the 3A state semifinals on Friday
at Regis University. It's the ninth Final Four
appearance in 11 years for the defending
state champion Reds.

Poor Holy Family coach Steve Meyer. In
his second season as head coach. Meyer was
forced in the regional semifinals to face a
Juggernaut staring down state history, It also
was the third time he's faced Jim Danley's
Reds during the streak.

In a pair of nonconference games last
year and this season, the Reds pummeled
the Tigers 14-4 both times.

“They're a machine. They're just rolling,
They have a great tradition,” Meyer said,

“Jim’s done a hell of a job.
He's got some great assistants
over there. I'm waiting for the
day to get a crew like that,”

The game that broke the state-winning
streak was vintage Eaton. The Reds couldn’t
have been more dominant over the five in-
nings against Holy Family, a game that end-
ed early because of the 10-run rule.

Isakson (9-0) struck out eight. faced the

minimum number of batters and

didn’t allow a base runner until a

fifth-inning walk. Only one ball was

hit out of the infield by the Tigers

The Reds didn’t commit an error

and were powered by a grand slam

rocket from designated hitter Todd

Stanclift and a two-run shot from

catcher Zack Hughes.

Eaton has put together + haseball
program that everyone is trving to
emulate throughout the st e, -

'_JLLJ’\_”L‘\\ of classificarion

Even the way the Reds prepare
before a game catches the attention
of the opposition. It’s all business
and the business the Reds are in
right now is winning.

*“Just watching them take ‘nfield
and the way they handle themselves,
you can tell they play a lot of ball,”
said Meyer, whose team lost games
Nos. 8. 29 and 43 during the streak.

The Reds have been so much bet-
ter than the opposition during this
streak, it almost borders on the
ridiculous. “It was men against
boys.” Meyer said. “They're a class
bunch of guys. They've got the iools
of the summer program. They ve:
just got a machine and they keeping
rolling through.”

Lamar head coach Dave Fassiot-
to, victim No. 24 of the streak in last
vear’s state championship game.
was an assistant coach during the
vears the Savages won five state ti-
tles in six years in the early 1990s.

He said the longest streak Lamar
had was 38 straight wins in 1993-
94. He knows it hasn't been easy for
the Reds.

“That’s a hell of a feat to win that
many games. [ don’t care what the
level is.” Fassiotto said. “Danley
does a great job up there. You've
got to have the right players, the
good Lord and Lady Luck on your
side

Just how good have these Reds
been during the streak?

“We told our kids it wouldn't
have mattered if the Yankees were

it there, If we had Roger Clemens

st P - 3

RICHARD M. HACKETT / Greeley Tribune

Eaton’s designated hitter Todd Stanclift watches his grand slam leave the park in
the Reds 17-0 win over Holy Family at Butch Butler Field in Greeley on Saturday.

throwing, it would probably be 0-0,"
Meyer said. “There was an article in
the paper about them having possi-
bly the best team in any classifica-
tion. That may be right. Eaton could
play anybody in Class 5A or4A and
give them all they want and then
some.”
Danley, who will be trying to win
his fourth state title in six years this
weekend, said the streak says more
about the Reds” overall program.
one that he's been running since
1972
“It calls attention to a program
that for many years was secondary
to some of the other ones around
(the area),” said Danley, who is
438-120 at Eaton. “We never had
the full combination of hitting.
pitching and defense that we have
right now. This is just an extraordi-
narily talented group. What thev've
done is call attention to hundreds
and hundreds of kids who have gone
through the program and have worn
the pinstripes.”

Danley has created a Big Red
monster at Eaton.

Every game the Reds win now
sets a new state record. Now they
get to do what they set out to uc-
:*ompli\'h from the start and that's
win another state title

[f the Reds come home with state
title No. 4 in six years on Saturdayv.
what's left to say?

Holy Moly!
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Friends and
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photos of the
Eaton baseball
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4-3 win over
Paonia at
Bulch Butller
Field Salurday
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Eaton’s Mike Carrasco celebrates with teammates after hitting a two-run home run that gave the Reds the lead —and even-
tuglly the win — over Paonia at Bulch Butler Field on Saturday. The win advances the Reds 1o the state semifinals and keeps

alive their winning streak at 44
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continues
Mr. Pinstripes helps deliver record to Reas

ow that the Eaton Reds own lh’é"/
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5 Eaton 10,
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Winning piicher -

Alax Othoa
Story line: D Todd Stanciift
went 3-{or-3 with 4 home run
and 3 REN
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the most consecqn.vc baseball wing i frg m. hackett
state, school administrators need to look al .

getting Mike Carrasco a special dispensation tg
: “plav.in the pinstripes for as long as he wani

I Baseball Tourd
Butch Butler Field on
duy, they can breathe

4

from being a bat boy at
age of 5 to being an all-state
third baseman from ages 15
to 18, raised his status as one
of the Reds' all-time best
players a couple of notches
by hitting the game-winning
home run against what many
consider
pitcher in a 4-3 Reds victory
over the Paonia Eagles.

The first 43 in a row were
pretty easy, but no one said

J;E‘Eitoﬁ principal Don Cad-

-»Diane Holmberg could offi-
= _cially designate Carrusco a
Mlandmark at third base and |
[him Mr. Pinstripes. They
could lobby the Colorado
High School Activities As- |
- sociation for Carrasco, a se-

{ "Reds.

And now that léﬁicds,
who surpassed Valley (1979-
81) and Grand Junction
(1960-62) for the all-time
winning streak with 43 con-
secutive wins, romped over
Holy Family 17-0 on a Josh
Isakson no-hitter in the semi-

the state’s best

finals of the Class 3A Region
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SS Jeif Meyars, 38 Mike Camason  yiples and 3 RBI,
and caicher Zack Hughes,

See EATON, Page SE2
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home runs.

N
%,

-—i Apiil 25, 1968
e Eaton 10,
L Hightand 0
fﬂ LY = g
ex Ochoa
? xk‘mnry ling: Ochos thiew a no

hitter witfi 14 strikeauts

April 25, 1908
11 Eaton 12,

Highlan 2

Winning pitcher -

Tanngr Tuteyama
Story line: 38 Mike Carrasco
and dasignated hitter Taod
Stanchit both homered

April 28, 1998 (D
et Tosknamint)
Eaton 11,

Yuma 4

Winning pitcher

Scoft Bangen
Story line: 58 Jelf Meyers wen
Sfor-4 with a RBI

W\

May 8, 1908
(District semifinals)
Eaton 18,

Platte Valley 0

May 1, 1898
(Chstrict semitinals)
Winning pitcher - 19 ) Eaton 2z,
Juosh Isakson Pratin Valloy 3
Story line: Isakson struck out eight M‘QTPW"’"
Taniner Tateyama

and gave up just one hit as catcher
Zack Hughes, 2B Josh Yarber and
3B Mike Carrasco homerad,

4 RBl) led the Heds

May 9, 1998 May 1, 1898
21 3 (Regional semifinals) 20 B (Diswict finals)
Eaton 10, Ealon 17, Valley &
Machebauf 0 Winning pitcher -
pltchar

= Alex Ochoa

. Story line. 1B Matt Hagen weri
A-for-4 with 3 BB and SSJart
Meyers wenl 3-lor-4 with a sin
gle, double and a nome run

line: S5 Jefl

Meyers (homar and 5 R, C
Zack H\ﬁnm (home and 4 HBI
y and 18 Malt Hagen (haimer an

Alex Ochoa
Story lina: Ochoa threw a one-
hitter with nine strkeouts and
ong walk



TOP 10
STREAK
TIDBITS

1. Thi k has
1 14 months, 3

2. 1he Heds have

1t 44 games
3. Heos couch Jim
¥'S Curear

1 at Eaton want
im 324-120 | 767
niing percentage)
438-120 1.785).

4. Hads pilchars
Wt aul the appusls
n 14 firnes,

5. Thia Class 3A
ur Class

b5 Fa

L tams and tour S5A
Al

Fris haan ggeasd rosear-
WlGry was i
i against

7. The least runs
ama by
wl hrae

' 18 Wy the
valstason playolls

W Josn |sakson has
! wiiis Dy 8

wr {9) while Alex
win aight

i T

ach Hughes
ail Stanciin
it 13 homie
wece. Hughes
& FHods with
20 in e 44

TS

— T.M. Fasano

EATON

e nent 43 wins were going 1o
I

In reliel of starter Paul L
i the filth mning of the region-
al chumpionship gume, Cirmisco
gave up & three-run home run tw
Clint Childs 1w put the Eagles
(17-5) abead 3-2. Carrasco
cuntld have buried his head und
called 1t a nice cureer.

1 just tried (o redeem myselt
and help the wam out,” Carras-
cor said

One state title. Three Final
Fours, Eighty wins in 90 games
Recognition s one of the finest
players in the state. That's more
lian eniasgh.

But this is Carraseo. This is
Mr. Pinstripes, This is King
Warmor. The aforementioned
aecomplishments aren’t good
encugh for Carmrasco,

So what did he do 1o make
himself even more unforger-
uble?

With Juson Smith on first
hase and two outs in the bottom
of the fifth inning sgainst Paonia
pitching legend Nate Miller, last
vt s pitcher of the year in all
Currasco

chassilicunons,

smucked a 1-2 curveball over
the left ficld fence 1o put the
Reds aheud for gowd,

“He'"s i warrior. He and N
Miller ure both winners,” Keds
couch Jim Dunley said, “They're
just  old-fashioned  warriors.
(Miller) threw him one curveball
(oo many. Mike his that guick
but and he just went down und
ROLIL You never saw a curvehall
hit any harder by a high schuol
player, did you™

Carrasco’s homer was the
second of the game surrendered
by Miller, who lost for just the
third time in 48 decisions over
four years, Hothiting Zack
Hughes opened the scoring for
the Reds by paunding a solo shot
off Miller that Lnded some-
where in downtown Greeley in
the second inning. Jeft Meyers
singled home Casey Wieder-
span in the third for a 2-0 Reds
lead, which held up until Childs”
theee-run blist in the fifth,

After  Carrusco’s  two-run
homer put the Reds ahead, the
right-hander went out the lust
two inmings and retired (e
Tigers on 23 pilches o keep

wlive the delending suae <ham-
piun Reds” hopes of winning i
Forth state Hnke i sax yesrs. The
Reils will play in the state sem-
fnals on Friday ar Regis Uni-
versity with te tinee of the gane
st sull i be determimed.
The chumpionship game s
scheduled for %:30 am. Satur-

streak, Mr. Pinstripes put the
Reds into the Final Four for the
seventh straight yes
Lofuis, who grew up ou the
suimne Eabon street (Elm) as Car
rusco, Meyers amd Dunley, said
Currusen’s homer fixed every-
thing. I's sumething it Lofis
s grown secustomed w o
Carrase thivugh the years
“Like D always does, he lix-
< What @ mipetitor and
*Lasfbis suid
nys e cun doit. He always
believes in hinmelf, He went out
himself and did "
Mr. Pinstripes said he knew
thitt something pusitive wis go-
gt Dnappghen T b alter giving
up the g
1 hiew | wias conming up 1

s Dosnes 1y

Relief pitcher
Mike Carrasco
delivers a pitch
in Eaton's 4-3
win over
Paonia at
Butch Buller
Field Salurday.
The win was
Ealon's 44th
straight and
advances the
Reds 1o the
final four.

RICHARD M.

Grealey Triune

bt 1 didn’t want 10 be denied,”™
Clartisoo suid. “1 believed thut |
wis going 1o do sumething. I'm
u great competitor. | hute 1o
lors."™
After 44 straight wins with

the last Joss coming on Muy 16,
1997, Carrasco and s team-
males have forgotten how 1o
luse. Now it's time for the Eaton
administeation w work on get-
ting that dispensation for Mr
Pinstripes.

Aeglon 1 Finsls

Eston 4, Paonia 3

e o — 33 0
By oM. — 48 2

ate e (LB 018 SER 389, 13307 and
2l - A, P - Ced G 2 i

Hegion 1 Semifinals
Eaton 17, Holy Family 0
i o0 ~ 00 4
s b~ TU D
WIS - D Duna (L 723, W0k AER, 2B 750
w A, 350

Hughes pick:
perfect time
to get hot

BY T.M. FASANO
Groeley Tribune

Eaton catcher Zack Hughes picked the
time of the year 1o get hot.
In a bit of @ slump leading Inta the posts
son, Hughes has lumed )
up his sweel swing.

Beginning with last
Salurday's distrct Lour-
namant, Hughes has
four home runs and 10
ABI in lour playot
games.

His solo shot well over
the center field fence
against Paonia stendout
pitcher Nate Miller in the
Class 3A Ragion 1 title
game at Bulch Butlar Fleld on Saturday s
shock waves all the way to Grand Junctio

When Hughes hit tho ball, he did a San
Sosa hop. Not known to show his emation
Hughes raised both arms Into the ar befo
ginning his home-run trot. He then pumpe
fists in the air as he crossed home plate

SON 1, DAD 0 ... Reds assistant coac
Randy Sparkman got ong up on Dad. Spa
man's Dad, Gary, (s an assistant coach o
nia.

CHAMP V5. CHAMP ... The regicnal
pienship game pitted 1wo delending state
pions from ditferent classifications. Eaton
3A's state champion lrom a yoar ago, wih
Paonla was tha threa-tina dalanding stai.
champions in 2A. The Eagles moved up &
sification this season,

FAILED CHANCES ... The Eagles, wh
strandad sight runnars, lalled lo scure wilt
bases loaded in the firs! two Innings. “We
(put) In & bad bracket. W feel it was the :
championshlp game. We had our chance:
wa Just couldn't get that hit,” Eagles coact
Emmons said.

ALMOST ALWAYS AHEAD ... Faonia
Lamar. in last year's siale lille game, are |
only teams o lake & lead into the fifth inny
against the Reds during thair currant 44-;
winning siraak.

JUMPING JOSH ... Eaton's Josh Isak:
whose tasiball was jumping all through th:
sirike zone, was near perfect in the ragio
samifinal ghving up just one walk o lead o
fifth against Holy Family (12-7). He impiu
his record (0 9-0 and has 40 strikeouts in
nings plichad this year

FINAL CHAPTER ... Here's a final look
Miller's brilliant pitching career. Miller stru
13 Reds and has signed 1o play for Mesa
in Grand Junction, He ended his caraer 4
with 527 strikeouts in 308 innings. He ga
only 52 walks in four years. With a bat in |
hands, Miller hit 33 home runs and knock

172 runs.

Hughaes
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A day for the record books

THE
NUMBERS
GAME!

The number on the
back of Jeff Meyers
jersey says it all

for the Eaton Reds -
No.1 in the State,
and No.1 in
consecutive wins (44).
In the background,
Jason Smith sports
the number of Eaton
victories this season.




Carrasco powers Reds to Final Four
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by Duane M. Robson

Mike Carrasco stole a page from
the Eaton girl's basketball team
Saturday. The Lady Reds used the
chant "We Believe" to propel them-
selves to a State Title earlier this
year. Carrasco used that same senti-
ment to help down the Paonia
Eagles 4-3 and send Eaton to their
sixth straight final four appearance.

After breaking the State record
for consecutive wins (43) earlier in
the day, the Reds were matched up
against the defending 2A State
Champs, and their All-Everything
pitcher Nate Miller.

Carrasco, Eaton's version of Mr.
Baseball, went from goat to hero in
a matter of minutes Saturday. By
the time the dust had settled, he had
staked his Reds to a 4-3 lead and
shut the Eagles down for the win.

With the Reds on top 2-0 in the
top of the fifth inning, starting
pitcher Paul Loftis got into trouble
by allowing a pair of Paonia hits.
With one out, Eaton coach Jim
Danley opted to replace Loftis with
Carrasco, his best reliever. Ahead in
the count 0-2, Carrasco left a fast-
ball out over the plate, which was
promptly deposited over the right
field wall by first baseman Clint
Childs. Childs' blast gave the
Eagles their first lead of the game,
and Miller a chance to do what no
team has done in the past two years.
Beat the Reds.

"It was supposed to be a fastball
up and in that [ left up and out," said

Carrasco about the home run. "He
just put it in play and it got out of
here." Carrasco vented his frustra-
tion by striking out the next two
Eagles to end the inning.

"I felt bad,” he continued. "] felt [
let the team down.” "All 1 wanted
was a shot at redemption.” said the
four time All-State player.

His chance at redemption came
just a few minutes later.

With two out and Jason Smith at
first base via a walk, Carrasco got
his chance in the bottom of the fifth.
The senior reached down and
yanked a low curve ball over the
left field wall for a two run homer.
The blast gave Eaton a 4-3 lead, one

that they would never surrender.

"You've got to believe," said a
smiling Carrasco. "You've got to
believe you're going to come
through or it won't happen. And it
did!. It's such a good feeling."

Zack Hughes got the Reds on the
board first with a towering lead off
homer in the second inning. Jeff
Meyers followed that up in the third
by knocking in Casey Wiederspan,
who had singled earlier. The 2-0
score stayed that way until the fire-
works in the fifth inning.

In his final performance in a high
school uniform, Miller gave up four
runs on six hits and struck out 12
Reds batters. He will continue his
career in the college ranks with
Mesa State.

"It was a shame either team had
to lose this game,” lamented Coach
Danley. "Miller is a truly outstand-
ing pitcher. We knew we would
only get a few pitches to hit, so [
just told the kids "when you get em',
don't miss em'."

"This is a great day for Eaton
baseball," he continued, "and we're
not done yet." "We'd love to win
another championship, but as you
saw here today, there are some very
fine teams in the state. We're going
to have to play great."

The Reds will continue their
quest for a third State Title in four
years by taking on Olathe this
Friday at noon on the Campus of
Regis University in Denver.



by Duane M. Robson

There wasn't much doubt about
the hype and buzz that surrounded
Butch Butler Field in Greeley
Saturday. The Eaton Reds, the No.1
baseball team in the state and the
defending State 3A Champions,
were trying to break the Colorado
State record for consecutive wins at
43 games.

The Eaton bats, poised to pound
their way into the record books, did
just that. The Reds lit up both Holy
Family, and the scoreboard en-route
to a 17-0 shellacking of the Tigers.
However, with the game over and
the new record firmly in the hands
of the Reds, the talk was not about
the dominance of their baseball
team, nor was the amazing feat of
43 straight wins.

No, the buzz of the ballfield was
the near perfect performance of
Reds pitcher Josh Isakson.

Isakson came within one walk of
a perfect game, one of the rarest
accomplishments in all of baseball,
In his five inning workout, the
"Ace" of the Reds staff faced the

North Weld Herald
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Isakson “As good as it gets”

minimum number of batters (the
player who walked was thrown out
trying to steal), struck out eight of
I5 batters faced, induced five
ground ball outs and one lazy pop
up to center.

Period!

No fuss. No muss. No messing
around. Three up; three down.

"Josh was just great out there
today," said Eaton coach Jim
Danley. "That's as good a pame as
I've ever seen, and that's as close to
a perfect game as I've ever seen.”
High praise from a man who's
coached over 2000 games in 30 plus
years.’

“Isakson didn't seem fazed at all
by his stealing the thunder of the
moment, opting instead to praise his
teammates. "Our hitters had a lot of
the thunder today," said the quiet
star. "Pitching with a six run lead in
the second inning makes it easy,"

"I was getting good movement
today," said Josh. "I don't think I
was throwing any harder than
usual." Isakson has now compiled a
10-0 record in this, his senior year.

“I just go out there and do what |
can, then let the guys play behind
me," he finished,

Isakson has been exceptionally
stellar as of late, tossing a one hit
shutout a week earlier in Eaton's
District Semi-final game. He's also
only given up one run in his last
seven starts. The question of
whether he was peaking, or rising to
the occasion was answered by his
coach.

"He's doing both," said Danley.
"He's one of those kids who's come
along slowly in his career. He's
worked hard, he's battled, matured,
and become a mental warrior out
there. He's grown up and I'm very
proud of him. He stepped up in a
big, big game, a record breaking
performance, and pitched the game
of his life," praised the coach.

The game itself was never much
of a contest. The Reds batters made
sure of that.

Catcher Zack Hughes got the
scoring started with a two run blast
after two were out in the first
inning. Eaton would push across

four more runs before taking the
ficld in the second inning. They bat-
ted around again in their half of the
second, posting four more runs and
taking a 10-0 lead,

Alter picking up a run in the
third, the Reds pounded out six
more runs in the fourth, sending 10
batters to the plate. The scoring was
capped off by a grand slam off the
bat of Todd Stanclift. The sopho-
more hit a towering homer over the
left field fence that went as high as
it did long.

Stanclift finished the game with
four RBI's while Hughes had three.
Mike Carrasco reached base and
scored each of the four times he
came to bal.

The win would match the Reds
against former 2A State Champion
Paonia, who went on to defeat
Falcon 9-1 in the game following.
The winner will then advance to the
State Semi-finals Friday at Regis
University in Denver.
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NEAR PERFECT - JOSH ISAKSON CAME AS CLOSE TO THROWING A PERFECT GAME AS YOU CAN

GET LAST SATURDAY AGAINST HOLY FAMILY. ISAKSON FACED THE MINIMUM OVER FIVE INNINGS (15
BATTERS), STRUCK OUT EIGHT, AND INDUCED FIVE GROUND BALL OUTS. THE SENIOR HAS ALLOWED
ZERO RUNS AND ONLY ONE HIT IN HIS LAST TWO PLAYOFF STARTS.



North Weld Herald
May 20, 1999

44 and Counting

A smiling Todd Stanclift gets a handshake from Coach Jim Danley as he
circles the bases following his fourth-inning grand slam that capped a
17-0 Eaton win over Holy Family. The win vaulted Eaton into the
Colorado High School record books with 43 consecutive wins.

This is a great day
for Eaton Baseball!

By Duane M. Robson

The Eaton Reds baseball team
broke the Colorado High School
record for consecutive wins (43) last
Saturday with a 17-0 thumping of
Holy Family at Butch Butler Field
in Greeley. Eaton then squeaked by
a tough Paonia club 4-3 in their
quarterfinal match-up to advance to
the final State
Tournament.

four of the

The Reds (20-0) will square off

against Olathe (19-3) at Friday noon

- Eaton Coach
Jim Danley

on the campus of Regis University
in Denver. A victory over the Pirates
would send Eaton to their second
consecutive title match, against
either Faith Christian (22-0) or
Lamar (17-0).

The championship game will be
played this Saturday. 9:30am at All-
City Stadium in Denver. Eaton is the
defending State Champion. and the
Reds have won the title three of the
last four years.
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i gt 1ol 2R =
Catcﬁe nning, two-run homer against
Holy Family in Eaton's 17-0 record-breaking victory _Saturday.
Hughes also jump-started the offense in game t_wo with a Ie?d-
off solo shot in the second inning of their 4-3 win over Paonia.

L

Greeley Daily Tribune
May 19, 1999

tribuneopinion

Area youth,
adults working

A Eaton’s baseball team,
area track stars impressive

Weld County athletes are always impressive.

This past weekend, Weld County outdid itself. Not only
did Weld student-athletes bring home plenty of hardware
from the state track meets, but the Eaton baseball team
broke the state record for consecutive wins with a victory
over Holy Family Saturday.

The Reds continued their attempt to gain back-to-back
state titles with an impressive 4-3 win over late that day,
facing one of the best pitchers in the state. Eaton’s winning
streak stands at 44 games.

In baseball, state titles are rare. Back-to-back titles are
even more rare. Eaton has a chance this weekend to have
back-to-back undefeated seasons capped with back-to-
back state titles.

It speaks equally well of Weld County that the record
Eaton broke was held by Valley during the 1979-81 sea-
sons (Grand Junction also shared the title.).

This record shows an amazing team effort. It shows
pitching, depth, impressive coaching. It shows the pride
and determination of the whole team.

While we wish Eaton well in its pursuit of its state title,
Weld’s track athletes have already earned their honors.
These individuals and teams have shown the state the
speed, grace and strength of our county, and we are all
proud.




1999 Final Four

Eaton pitcher
Josh Isakson
winds up to

deliver a pitch
in the Reds’

17-0 victory
over Holy
Family at
Butch Butler

Field on

Saturday. The [EE

win was
Eaton’s 43rd
straight, which
set a new
state record.

RICHARD M.
HACKETT

Greeley Tribune

Secret is out
on Reds’ ace

Senior enjoys best season

prepbaseball

Greeley Daily Tribune
May 19, 1999

BY T.M. FASANO
Greeley Tribune

Eaton Reds pitcher Josh Isakson is the true example of good things hap
pening to those who wait.
e o e As a junior last season, Isakson was 3-0 bu
. A FINAL logged just 7%4 innings and didn't pitch the sec
: ond half of the season.
OUR When the opposing teams look at [sakson’
FRI numbers this year, they’ve got to be wonderin:
ALy where the Reds came up with this one. Isaksor
: -Hgg:hg?:v;_;uzs :ea:s%ien about as unhittable as you can get thi
With his nasty sidearm motion that deliver
amoving fastball in the 83 mph range, the right
handed Isakson has become a nightmare to hit
A ters.
ATURDAY The 6-foot-3, 185 pound senior is 9-0 with :
stingy 0.70 earned-run average. In a team-lead
ing 40 innings, Isakson has fanned 40 batter-
and has given up only 16 hits and four earne:
runs. Those people who said the No. 1 Red
would be hurting for a stopper when Alex Ochoa (8-0, 1.21 ERA) graduat

(20-0), noon

ed last year didn’t know anything about Isakson.

Reds coach Jim Danley said Isak-
son wasn 't ready last year as a junior,
but he knew he had somebody spe-
cial when Isakson beat Greeley West
in the state playoffs last summer dur-
ing the Legion B state tournament.

“If you use a kid who is not ready,
mentally and physically he loses his
confidence,” said Danley, who didn’t
use Isakson after the 11th game last
year. "I felt like he needed last sum-
mer to take that next big step.”

Isakson wasn't sure what to ex-
pect in summer baseball.

“Last summer we were three or
four (pitchers) deep. [ knew I was go-
ing to really have to work at it in the
off-season,” Isakson said, “I wanted to
pitch quite a bit my senior year. I lift-
ed some weights and ran quite a bit.”

[sakson will either start for the de-
fending state champion Reds against
Olathe in the Class 3A baseball state
semifinals at Regis University at
noon on Friday. If the Reds win their
45th straight game against Olathe
without Isakson, he could get the start
in the championship game against the

WAITING HIS TURN

A look at the two year career of Eaton pitcher Josh Isakson.

IP SO BB ERA

7a 10 3 1.91
40 40 18 0.70



winner of No. 2 Lamar or No. 3 Faith
Christian at All-City Stadium in Den-
ver at 9:30 a.m. on Saturday.

Olathe coach Joe Archuleta, who
is making his second straight trip to
the Final Four, said [sakson's suc-
cess doesn’t surprise him.

“They do such a good job with
their kids over there. They kind of re-
load every year,” Archuleta said.
“Those kids step in there knowing
they’'re going to make a run for it.”

Isakson said he wants a chance to
pitch in the Final Four.

“I just want to throw. [ don't really
care which game or whatever, as long
as it helps the team to win,” Isakson
said. “Last year I sat there on the
bench and I warmed up in the bullpen.
[ almost went in, but [ didn’t get to. I

want to get in there and throw.”

[sakson, a quiet farm boy who lives
outside of Pierce, just wants to con-
tribute. He's done more than that in
the postseason for the Reds. In the dis-
trict semifinal against Platte Valley,
Isakson struck out eight and surren-
dered one hit in the Reds’ 16-0 win.

In last Saturday’s regional semifi-
nal against Holy Family at Butch
Butler Field, Isakson pitched a no-
hitter and allowed just one ball out of
the infield.

One walk short of a perfect game,
Isakson’s eight-strikeout master-
piece was a big highlight in a histor-
ical game that saw the Reds break the
state baseball record for consecutive
wins with 43.

Reds catcher Zack Hughes said

Isakson has surprised a lot of people
this season. _ .

“Everybody that he did pitch
against (last year) just remembered
that mostly all he threw were fast-
balls.” Hughes said. “Now he’s got
so much movement on his fastball.”

Hughes said Isakson’s fastball
picked up movement last summer
during the Legion B season.

“He worked real hard over the
summer and he's gotten so much bet-
ter in the last couple of years,” Hugh-
es said. “T knew he was going to be
real hard to hit after last summer.
You've got this big, huge monster on
the hill throwing sidearm and you
don’t know if he’s going to hit you
half the time or not.”

Danley said Isakson made up his
mind to work out hard in the off-season.
“He's gotten real lean, hard and

strong,” Danley said. ““He deserves

the credit. He's got great work ethic.
He's become a real superior com-
petitor, too.”

Danley said Isakson's movement
on his fastball, which can be attrib-

A kid like this will go
up and defeat college
hitters because he's
got big-time movement
on the ball. He has the
chance to be very suc-
cessful at the next lev-
el.

— Jim Danley
on Josh Isakson

uted to his sidearm delivery, is diffi-
cult for high school players to hit.
“High school kids don't see fast-
balls that hiave anything but a wiggle
on them at the most,” Danley said.
“Some of them wiggle a little bit, but
95 percent of them are just as straight
as the white line on U.S. 85. He gets

that great side spin on the ball. He
presents a problem that high school
kids don’t see or solve very often.
One of the clues to how good he is. is
the fact that our hitters don’t want to
hit against him in batting practice.”
With the success Isakson’s experi-
enced this season and with a frame
that could easily carry another 30
pounds, he could have a future with a
college baseball program. Isakson
carries a 3.89 grade-point average
and has been accepted in the architec-
ture program at the University of Col-
orado. but a few small colleges have
expressed interest in his pitching.

Greeley Daily Tribune
May 19, 1999

“This kid is a hidden nugget. He
needs to add a slider or a knuckle
curve,” Danley said. “A kid like this
will go up and defeat college hitters
because he’s got big-time movement
on the ball. He has the chance to be
very successful at the next level.”

Isakson isn’t through being suc-
cessful at the prep level yet. With two
games left in his Eaton career, the kid
who waited his turn wants to go out
on top.
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FINA

Baseball avoids
getting lost in the
usual championship
shuffle in late
spring. Yes! But now
this — Class 3A
could very well turn
out to be the best of
the bunch.
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and 32 runs batted in. He's also the closer on the
pitching staff

Haton (20-0) also bousts Jason Smith ( 411), Jeff
Meyers (.4 5 RBI) and Zach Hughes 1459, 35
RBI). What's ‘more, Eaton has a team batting aver-
ageof 448
Josh Isakson has gone 9-0 on the mound. and Paul
Lottis14-0), Todd Stanclift (3-0) und Tanner Tateya-
i (2-0) provide depth
Eaton could be as sound as any
in handling routing plays and avoid-

Defensive!
squad, notab
Ing mistakes

Said Danley, *1 think the kids pr
reaily 1o go out and play a baseball g

W Olathe (18-3), meanwhile, the Reds' opening
foe and & 4-1 loser in 1998 to Lamar in the semis,
relurns minus six starters but from a tough West-
emn Slope loop.
he Pirates lost twice Lo Paonia and once (o444
le!\l Codch Joe Archuleta has reworked a new
group into contenders.
chuleta, with seven years on Lhe job al O}
insists “hard work and keeping pressure on people’
have been vital into another shot at atitle

Landon Wureham (453, two homers, 18 RBI), Ky-
ler lml\'l’l 331RB et Bollunger (403, 29 RBL

5 Ku 421, 26 RBI) have done
the damage 4t the plate

much are
e

BASEBALL PLAYOFFS

CLASS 5A
SEMIFINALS, Friday at All-City Field

Highlands Ranch (17-1-1) vs. Cherry Creek (16-5), noon
Fairview (1

1-6) vs. Arvada (17-1), 2:30 p.m
CHAMPIONSHIP, Saturday at All-City Field

CLASS 4A

Winners at 2:30 p.m.

SEMIFINALS, Friday at All-Star Park, Lakewood
ThunderRidge (14-5) vs. Dakota Ridge (18-4). noon
Alameda (15-7) vs. Niwot (20-1), 2:30 p.m

CHAMPIONSHIP, Saturday at All-City Field

CLASS 3A
SEMIFINALS, Friday at Regis University

Winners al noon

Ofathe {19-3) vs. Eaton {20-0). noon
Faith Christian (22-0) vs. Lamar (17-0). 2:30 p.m

CHAMPIONSHIP, Saturday at All-City Field

Winners at 9:30 am.

On the mound, Lott, Wareham and Tyler Marli-
nez have combined for & 3.11 ERA

“For us against Eaton,” Archuleta said, "we
can’t maké any mistakes and we must gel some
pitching. Offénsively, we're going to have to move
the ball dr-‘)umi get some hits We can't leave peo-
ple out the

B In case you might have forgolten, there was
Lamar before Eaton. That is, Faton's run may
glorious, but the Savages, who fell 3-1 in the 3A fi-
nule lasL season, won five titles from 1989-94

They know a little sbout winning in the South-
east, oo

Definitely the dominant one-two punch in JA(Qf
not in all of Colorado), left-hander Brad Stiles (7-0,

155 ERA) and Mike Thampson (6-0,0.36) will be
difficult 1o handle. Stiles struck vut 15 Reds in a

championship defeat in 1948, Chad Schibblehut (4-0,
1.24 ERA) is there if needed

Al the dish, Lamar (17-0) has piled up 206 runs
Bowie Frost has been a monster with a 534 aver-
age, five homers, 14 doubles and 36 RBL Mike Kulp
1.549), Stiles (,538), Damien Herr (.500) and Mike
Thompson {.381) provide additional pop.

No, it's not a secret these guys are back. They
knew they could come back for another try

And it's here

Ever since we walked off the field last year in

The Danyger Posl

Andy Croas
Jim Danley, the Eaton coach, has
overseen 44 consecutive victories.

ach Dave Fussi
il-set They know

Denver,” §
Bais been th
ball you hav

18 all four of us got back h
gles coach 1( said. 1 like pla
and Eaton. They bring great crowds
ing forwsrd to it.”
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if we got behind, we just bounced back

Statistically, there almost has been nu
Eagles’ lincup. The lowest batting avery
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(460, 35 RBI), 1‘:‘ s sun, has Im.n.
son-long tear
zales (.50B) and (
score 58 runs
21 HBI) has four

eanup hitt
OIMEers, 48

Gonzales (227 & ‘H and Paul Faust
edlen most uith thgs un the mound

Said Nasice, “1Us been s good run for us this
year

An the Fagles, but for alf of 34




TAR WARS, SCHMAR Wars.

Who cares about some phan-

tom menace when the best
ticket this weekend could be a
Lamar-Eaton state championship
baseball game.

If Eaton beats Olathe, and Lamar
gets by Faith Christian in the semifi-
nal round of the Class 3A Baseball
State Tournament on Friday at Regis
University, you must drive down to
All-City Stadium in Denver to watch

the Reds play the Savages in the state
title game at 9:30 a.m. Saturday.

You must.

A tcket for a Lamar-Eaton state
final, not some movie, would be
worth camping out for days. Who
cares about some gazillion dollar
prequel that will still be showing in
theaters in December. A Lamar-
Eaton state final would be a sequel to
last year's state title classic that saw
the Reds nip the Savages 3-1.

There's enough history between
these two teams to make a movie.
In 1985 with current Detroit
Tigers pitcher Doug Brocail on the

mound for Lamar, the Reds beat

Brocail and won by one run in the re-

gional finals.

Four years later, in 1989, the Sav-
ages squeaked past Eaton 3-2 in the
state semifinals.

The two powerhouses didn’t meet
again until 1997 when Eaton beat

Lamar sophomore pitcher Mike

Thompson 5-4 in the regional semifi-

nals.

And last year, despite Lamar’s
Brad Stiles striking out 15 Reds and
hitting a home run, the Reds man-
aged o win 3-1.

The Reds have the upper hand in
the series three games to one. but
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every game has been an edge-of-your
seat, surround-sound, action-packed
thriller.

If the two teams make it to the
championship game again, it could be
the best game yet.

Let's see, Lamar would love to
snap Eaton’s state-record winning
streak, which would be at 45 games.

Lamar’s Thompson and Stiles,
who are following in the footsteps of
former stars Brocail and Scott Elarton
(ace reliever for the Houston Astros),
have this thing called payback on their
minds.

Eaton coach Jim Danley considers
Lamar the favorite to win the tourna-
ment because of Stiles and Thomp-
son, both of whom are expected to
hear their names called in the Major
League Baseball amateur draft in
June.

*T will say that if you go into a two-
game set with two draftable pitchers, I
don’t know how you'd be considered
anything but the favorite.” Danley
said. “T don’t have any draftable pitch-
ers. Olathe has no draftable pitchers.
Faith Christian doesn’t have any. Give
me two draftable pitchers and I'll take
the favorite.”

The Reds have the incentive of not
only winning their fourth state titles in
six years, but back-to-back undefeated
seasons along with extending the win-
ning streak are things they don’t want
to give up.

Lamar coach Dave Fassiotto. who
is friendlier than a vacuum cleaner
salesman at your door, has been in-

volved in all four Lamar-Eaton games
either as an assistant or a head coach.

I think it will be a hell of a game.
People who didn’t go to the game last
veur missed a hell of a baseball
game.” Fassiotto said. “If we both get
there. we both know how to play the
game.”

Fassiotto. an assistant for 15 years
and the head coach the past five years
for the Savages. knows all about the
tradition the two teams carry to every
game. While Eaton has dominated the
state tournament the past six years. the
Savages did the same by winning five
state titles in six years from [989-94.

“We'd just like to get back in it and
have another shot at it. We're hun-
ary.” Fassiotto said.

During the two-year winning
streak. it seemns as though all the Reds
have to do is show up and the oppos-
ing team shakes in fear. That's not the
case when Lamar faces the Reds.

“I think some teams are intimidat-
ed by them. We played with them last
year and the year before,” Fassiotto
said. “I don't think we’re intimidated
by them and I don’t think we're in
awe of them.”

Fassiotto said Eaton deserves its
due, though.

“They’re a pretty great ball club. I
bet some teams when they see that red
machine lining up over there and
they re looking at (Jason) Smith,
(Mike) Carrasco, (Jeff) Meyers,
(Zack) Hughes, (Todd) Stanclift and
(Paul) Loftis, they're going, ‘Damn.
look at those guys over there.” [ bet

people are in awe of them,” Fassiotto
said. “If T was a 14-year-old kid or a
15-year-old kid and I'm looking
across there and [ know they’ve won
44 (straight) games. I'm going. ‘How
are we ever going to beat these guys”

The Lamar teams from 1993-94
won 38 straight games. so Fassiotto
knows how difficult it is to run the
table like Eaton has.

“That’s a tremendous feat to go
win 44 ball games in a row.” said Fas-
siotto, whose Savages are 35-2 the
past two vears. I respect them be-
cause [ know that's tough duty. It's
hard to get guys up for every ball
game.

So. the stage is set. All we need are
the two main attractions to come
through in the semifinals so we can
see a four-star feature on Saturdiy.

“If we get there I think it'll be fun.”
Fassiotto said. “If Lamar and Eaton
happen to be in it. true baseball people
ought 1o be at the 9;30 game. [ don't
think they'll be disuppeinted.”™

And for those people who couldn’t
get tickets to that new “Star Wars™
movie. you'll get more for your seven
bucks by watching two of the best
baseball programs the state’s ever of-
fered.

And in the name of Obi-Wan
Kenobi. may the force of a Lamar-
Eaton state final be with you.

T.M. Fasano is a sportswriter for
the Greeley Tribune. He can be
reached ar 352-0211. Ext. 287.



Same dance,' different partners in Class 3A semifinals

Eaton, Lamar favored,
but Faith, Olathe ready

By Michael BeDan
Special fo the News

Bring "em all back, Do it again,

Eaton (20-0), ranked No. 1, de-
fending state champs.
Lamar (18-0), ranked No. 2, lost
ton in the finals last year.

Faith Christian (22-0), ranked
No. 3, lost to Eaton in the semifi-
nals last year.

Olathe (18-3), ranked No. 7, lost
to Lamar in the semifinals last

to

year,

The Class 3A baseball semifi-
nals.

“] think probably the best four
teams are here,” Lamar coach
Dave Fassiotto said.

The same four teams. Same
Regis University diamond. Differ-
ent matchups. Eaton gets Olathe
at noon Friday; Lamar gets Faith
at 2:30.

1 guess if you had to pick, you'd
rather play the No. 2 team,” Faith
Christian coach Ralph Nance said.

But the No. 2 team has two No.
1 pitchers. The lefty, Brad Stiles,
struck out 15 in the championship
game last year. The righty, Mike
Thompson, pitched seven innings
in Lamar's 4-1 victory over Olathe
in the semis.

“A lot of guys say, ‘1 wish I had
your problem,” Fassiotto said.

The problem — and it's not
Lamar's problem — is guessing
which pitcher  the Savages will
throw at you.

“l might as well let teams get
ready for both guys,” Fassiotto
=

“There is not much you can do
to prepare for them except set the
(pitching) machiné ‘high,” Faith

Denver Rocky Mountain News
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Hal StoelzleMews Stalt Pholographes

Brad Stiles of Lamar is a factor with his bat or with his left arm as a pitcher. He is one the Savages’
two aces as they get set for a semifinal date with Faith Christian on Friday at Regis University.

Christian first baseman Scott
Nance said.

And getting ready for Eaton?
Yeah, right. The Reds don't lose.
Not since 1997. Not in a state
record 44 consecutive games.

“The streak helps us,” Eaton
third baseman Mike Carrasco
said. "It may intimidate teams. If
we get ahead, they think it's over.
But teams always give us their
best.”

Olathe shortstop Landon Ware-
ham said it's all a state-of mind.

“We belicve we can’ 'win,”

Wareham said. “We are not intimi-
dated by them. We have all played
a lot of baseball. We've been play-
ing since we were kids."”

So have the Reds.

“We've been playing together
e T-ball age,” Carrasco said.
Some of us used to live on the
same block, and we played at the
end of the block in a sandlot.”

Carrasco is Eaton's closer, and
he lost and won the same game
Saturday. After giving up a home
run in the top of the fifth inning
that gave Paonia a 3-2 lead, Car-

rasco belted a two-run homer in
the bottom of the inning against
All-Colorado pitcher Nate Miller
for the final margin and a trip to
Friday's semifinals.

“When I gave up the homer, |
thought I let the team down,” Car-
rasco said. “DBut | wasn't too ner-
vous that we were going to lose.
We are not used to losing.

“1 thrive on the clutch situa-
tions, and 1 trained myself at the
park when I was a kid. You know,
bottom of the ninth. two outs.”

Sound familiar?

CLASS 3A

No, 1 Eaton [20.0]

The

afending s champon Reds
have won a state o rtive
EAMES. . . .
the seventh str
Fourth title in six
1998) . The Ferls

of 1he past six chi

mussing only in 19497
retumed from last year

seored in doubile figures o
games . . . The Reds b
NOSISEASON opponent
Meyers and 38 Mike
year starters . . . Carra

E + has
been ranked No. 1 fr t 1o finsh in
each of the past two seasons,

No. 2 Lamar [18-0)

Lamar, the 1998 state runner-up, has
won three state titles n the 1990s
{1991, 1993, 1994), allat 44, . . 151
season’s champonshin LHP Brad Stiles
struck out 15 and hit a solo home run
. It was his Ullly Inss of the season
agamst five wins . Lamar managed
only two hits against Eaton in the finals
. Lamar has yielded just five rins in four
playofl games .

oach of the past ben seasons,

Ma. 3 Falth Christian (22-0)

The Eagles made their first semifinal
280 . . . Faith Chnst
saseball crown

No. 7 Olathe (18-3]

Mathe is n its third ats of the

19905 { . 1998), f h overall

Olathe's onky title game appearance

came m 1994, a 3.1 loss to Eaton

The Pirates were unranked to star the

season, bt knocked off phly regasded
e distncts 10 gain a top seed

— Gerry Valerio
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Ready for a Red assault
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Eaton would be the favorite if
they were playing Cherry Creek,
Arvada, Arvada West and all of
them. |'d still favor them.

— Ralph Nance
Coach, Faith Christian

Final Four teams
know Eaton's the
favorite to win it

BY T.M. FASANO

Greeley Tribune

Don't tell the players and coaches on the
four teams in the Colorado Class 3A Baseball
Final Four that change is good.

They won't listen to you.

The same four teams — defending state
champion and top-ranked Eaton (20-0), No. 2
Lamar Savages (17-0), No. 3 Faith Christian
Eagles (22-0) and No. 4 Olathe Pirates (19-3)
— that appeared in last year’s state semifinals
will be at it again on Friday. Eaton meets

Olathe at noon, while Lamar and Faith Chris-
tian square off at 2:30 p.m. in the 3A semifi-
nals at Regis University in Denver. The
semifinal winners will play for the state title at
9:30 a.m. Saturday at All-City Stadium in
Denver.

Ask the coaches from Lamar, Faith Christ-
ian and Olathe who the team to beat in this
tournament is and all three will clearly tell you
Eaton.

“Eaton would be the favorite if they were
playing Cherry Creek, Arvada, Arvada West
and all of them. I'd still favor them.” Faith
Christian coach Ralph Nance said.

Olathe coach Joe Archuleta said everybody
is telling him that it'll be Lamar and Eaton in
the state championship game.

“Eaton has the big history. They're the big
team in Colorado and all that stuff,” Archule-
ta said.

The Reds, who have powered their way to
277 runs and are averaging a shade under |4
runs per game. have scored in double f'gures
in 17 of their 20 victories. Eaton has beap
ranked No. 1 for the past two seasons.

Lamar coach Dave Fassiotto said
anyone expecting to win over Eaton is
going to have to take their game to the
nextlevel.

“If anybody is going to beat Eaton,
you'd better step up a notch and play,”
said Fassiotto, who is fortunate to have
two of the finest pitchers in the state in
southpaw Brad Stiles (7-0, 1.55 ERA,
40/3 IP, 86 SO) and right-hander Mike
Thompson (6-0, 0.36 ERA, 39 TP, 74
S0O). “You've got to mix your pitches
up real well and you can’t let them get
guys on. If you're not picking Eaton.
you don’t know anything about the
game.”

Eaton’s lineup includes such heavy
hitters as third baseman Mike Carrasco
(9 HR, 32 RBI, .508 BA), shortstop Jeff
Meyers (5 HR. 35 RBL 487 BA) and
catcher Zack Hughes (7 HR, 35 RBI,
A59 BA).

“They just pound the cover off the
ball. Those kids are great hitters,”
Nance said. “They really put the pres-
sure on the other team, and they play
good defense.”

The only change three of the teams,
excluding Eaton, want to see is their
school name on the state title trophy.

The four teams will make things in-
teresting. The combined record of the

four is 78-3 (.963 winning percentage).

“All the weak teams are gone and
some of the strong teams are gone,”
Reds coach Jim Danley said. “It comes
down to four good teams that are going
to play. I's a pretty unpredictable
thing.”

The Reds made state history ina 17-
() regional semifinal victory over Holy
Family on Saturday. The win set a new
state record for consecutive wins with
43. A 4-3 win over Paonia in the re-
aional final raised the streak o -4
:lruighl victories. The Reds would like
nothing better than to 2o into next sea-
son with back-to-back state titles and a
46-mame winning streak.

The other three teams have revenge

on their minds, with the Savages and Pi-
rates losing to the Reds in previous state
title games.

Lamar lost to the Reds in the state fi-
nals 3-1 last year despite a [3-strikeout
performance from overpowering left-
hander Brad Stiles.

The Pirates, who lost to Lamar in a
two-run game in last year’s state semi-
finals, and Archuleta came out on the
short end of a 3-1 loss to Eaton in the
1994 state championship game.

And then there’s Faith Christian, a
school that’s relatively new to baseball.
The baseball program s been around for

Justseven years. but the Eagles have ac-
cumulated enough talent over the past
lwo years to make it to the Final Four.

The revenge factor on their minds is
to get back at Eaton, which beat the Fa-
gles 14-5 in last vear’s state semifinals.
But the Eagles have to beat Lamar and
Eaton must defear Olathe before an
Eaton-Faith Christian championship
game ever becomes a reality.

FOR THE TITLE

B WHAT: Class 3A State

Baseball Tournament

B WHERE: Regis University
(Friday semifinals), Interstate 25
south to Interstate 76, west to
Federal, south on Federal to
Regis Bivd., turn right into Regis
University; All-City Stadium (Sat-
urday finals), Interstate 25 south
to University Blvd. (North), go five
or six blocks and field is across
Denver South High School.

B WHEN: Semifinals, Friday
(Regis University); Finals, Satur-
day (All-City Stadium)

B ADMISSION: General ad-
mission (sernifinals and finals),
$7; K-12 and senior citizens, $5

B SCHEDULE: Semifinals
(Friday — Olathe, 19-3, vs.
Eaton, 20-0, noon; Faith Christ-
ian, 22-0, vs. Lamar, 17-0, 2:30
p.m.); Championship (Saturday
— 9:30 a.m.).
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Eaton catcher
Zack Hughes
rounds third
base and gets
a high-five from
coach Jim
Danley in
Saturday's win
over Paonia,
Eaton hopes to
see more
offensive
attacks in
Friday's Class
3A slate
semifinals.

RICHARD M.
HACKETT
Grealey Tnbune




A LOOK AT THE CLASS 3A STATE TOURNAMENT FINALS

Eaton Reds
B COACH: Jim Danley (28th
season)
® RECORD: 20-0
B HOW THEY GOT TO FINAL

FOUR: Defeated Platte Valley 16-0 |
in district semifinal; defeated Brush |

10-0 in district championship; de-
feated Holy Family 17-0 in regional
semifinals; defeated Paonia 4-3 in
regional championship.

B POSTSEASON HISTORY:
The Reds have made nine Class
3A Final Four appearances in the
past 11 years and have made the
state playoffs every year since
1983. They have advanced to the
Final Four the past seven years
and will try and make it to the state
title game for the sixth time in sev-
en years. In the 1980s, the Reds
placed second in 1991 and '93,
won back-to-back titles in 1994-95,
placed second again in 1996, lost
in the state semifinals in 1997 and
won the state title last season.

B TENTATIVE BATTING OR-
DER:

1) Jason Smith, CF, sr. (2 HR,
16 RBI, .411 BA)

2) Jeff Meyers, SS, sr. (5 HR, 35
RBI, .487 BA)

3) Mike Carrasco, 3B-P, sr. (9
HR, 32 RBI, .508 BA)

4) Zack Hughes, C, jr. (7 HR, 35
RBI, .459 BA)

5) Todd Stanclift, DH, so. (2 HR,
15 RBI, .475 BA)

6) Paul Loftis, LF-P, sr. (2 HR,
20 RBI, .379 BA)

7) Josh Yarber, 1B, sr. (1 HR,
20 RBI, .473 BA)

8) Casey Wiederspan, RF, jr. (2
HR, 23 RBI, .457)

9) Scott Souther, 2B, so. (2 HR,
13 RBI, .367 BA)

B TOP PITCHERS: Josh Isak-

son, RHP, sr.
(9-0, 0.70
ERA, 40P,
40 SO, 18
BB); Paul
Loftis, RHP,
sr. (4-0, 1.73
ERA, 28 1/3
IP, 38 SO, 13
BB): Todd
Stanclift, RHP,
so. (3-0, 1.37
Carrasco ERA, 20 1/3
IP, 25 SO, 7 BB); Mike Carrasco,
RHP, sr. (2-0, 1.24 ERA, 11 1/3 IP,
22 SO, 6 BB); Tanner Tateyama,
‘RHP, so0. (2-0, 0.50 ERA, 14 IP, 7
S0. 7 BB).

¥. @ OUTLOOK: The pick here
ast year was for the Reds to 10-
‘run semifinal opponent Faith Chris-
tian. They won 14-5. The prediction
‘then went on to say that the Reds
‘would meet Lamar in a dream
champlonshnp game with the Reds
‘winning the state title. They did.
“Why should it be any different this
‘year? Look for the Reds to win
easily over Olathe, say 11-2, and
then face pitching-packed Lamar in
the state championship game on
‘Saturday. In another Lamar-Eaton
“tlassic, the Reds will get by the
-Savages to win their second
*straight state title, achieve back-to-
‘back unbeaten seasons and cap-
‘ture their fourth title in six years.
And yes, the 46-game winning
“streak continues into the year
“2000.

Olathe Pirates
. B COACH: Joe Archuleta (sev-
enth season)

H RECORD: 19-3

B HOW THEY GOT TO FINAL
FOUR: Defeated Rangely 12-2in
district semifinals; defeated Paonia
8-6 in district championship; de-
feated Monte Vista 14-4 in regional
semifinals; defeated La Junta 16-
12 in regional championship.

B PLAYOFF HISTORY: The Pi-
rates lost a tight two-run game to
Lamar's Mike Thompson in last
year's state semifinals. They've
qualified for the state playoffs for
14 straight years. The Pirates’ last
Final Four appearance before last
year's was in 1994 when they
came from nine runs down to beat
Roosevelt 11-10 in the semifinals
before losing 3-1 to Eaton in the
state championship game.

B TENTATIVE BATTING OR-
DER:

1) Landon Wareham, SS, sr. (2
HR, 18 RBI, .453 BA)

2) Jose Alvarez, 2B, sr. (0 HR,
14 RBI, .390 BA)

3) Jess Kummerlin, C, sr. (4 HR,
28 RBI, .443 BA)

4) Kyler Lott, P-LF, sr. (2 HR, 33
RBI, .440 BA)

5) Greg Bolinger, RF, sr. (1 HR,
24 RBI, .405 BA)

6) Steve Basagoitia, 3B, jr. (0
HR, 15 RBI, .320 BA)

7) Jason Smith, 1B, sr. (3 HR,
18 RBI, .330 BA)

8) Tyler Martinez, LF, sr. (0 HR,
10 RBI, .240 BA)

9) Adrian Alvarez, CF, jr. (0 HR,
8 RBI, .315 BA)
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B TOP PITCHERS: Kyler Lott,
LHP, sr. (9-2, 2.87 ERA); Landon
Wareham, RHP, sr. (9-1, 2.78
ERA); Tyler Martinez, RHP, sr. {1-
0, 5.23 ERA).

B OUTLOOK: The Pirates beat
Paonia in the district finals and lost
a pair of one-run games to thes Ea-
gles during the season, so this
team can't be taken lightly. But the
Pirates also don't have a pitcher
with the talents of Pacnia’s Nate
Miller. Because of that, the Pirates’
pitching staff will not be able to
shut down Eaton's powerful of-
fense in the state semifinals.



Reds run streak
to 45 after 6-4
win over Olathe

ByKyleRingp 5~ 3/-97

Special to ) the News

The streak has reached 45, but everyone in
Eaton is counting to 46.

Eaton captured its 45th consecutive base-
ball victory Friday — extending its state
record — beating Olathe 6-4 in a Class 3A
state semifinal at Regis University, but it didnt
come easily or without tense moments.

Eaton will face Lamar today at 9:30 a.m. at
All City Field in a rematch of last season’s
championship game. The Reds (21-0), who
haven't lost since Kent Denver beat them in
the semifinals in 1997, left the field thankful for
a relief pitcher who thrives with the pressure
of a season on his shoulders and a shortstop
who hits home runs.

Eaton's Mike Carrasco came to the mound
in the bottom of the seventh inning with two
runners on and the tying run at the plate. He
allowed one run to score when Olathe second
baseman Jose Alvarez drove in his brother
Adnan Alvarez, who had doubled to start the
inning. A sacrifice bunt by catcher Jess Kuem-
merlin moved Jose Alvarez and shortstop
Landon Wareham to second and third base,
respectively. Then Carrasco struck out two
batters to end the game and earn his fourth
save
Il»e been in situations where it's do-or-die
before,” Carrasco said. “1 know I love to be in
that situation. That's how it should be A state
semifinal should be close.”

The top half of the seventh inning ended on
a controversial call at first base.

Eaton’s Josh Yarber was called out when it
appeared he had beaten out a throw by Greg
Bollinger, who stopped Yarber’s sharp ground-
er on the fringe of the grass in left field. Eaton
catcher Zack Hughes was left in scoring posi-
tion on third base.

Carrasco's effort in the bottom half of the
inning nullified what might have been a game-
choaging call.

With Eaton leading 2-1 in the top of the third
inning, the Reds’ Jeff Meyers connected with a
fastball from Olathe starter Kyler Lott and
launched it over the left-cénter field wall to
drive in three runs.

Lott had hit second baseman Scott Souther
with a pitch to start the inning. He walked
center fielder Jason Smith after getting ahead
in the count 0-2, and Lott was ahead in the
count 0-2 to Meyers before the home run.

“] was a little behind on (Lott's) high fast-
ball,” Meyers said. “I got a little angry. I was
just wying to make contact and I got a little
lucky, I guess.”

Olathe (19-4) lost the semufinal for the
second consecutive year.

“It's frustrating,” Olathe coach Joe Archu-
leta said. * ... We had our opportunities. We
just didn't get a hit when we needed one, but
that’s baseball.”

The Alvarez brothers combined for six hits
in seven at-bats, scoring three runs and driving
in two. -

Ealon e 203 100 0—6 8
Olathe 0 06 1—4 10
E (ab-r-h-rbi) — Smith ¢f 3-2-2-0. Meyers 55 3-2-1-3, Carrasco 3p 4-0-1-
Hughes £ 3-0-1-2, Stanciift p/ph 3-0-2-0. Hungenoerg or, 1 0:0-0-0, Brantf 0-0-0-0,
torts f p 3-0-0-0, Yaroer 10 3-0-0-0, Wiecerspan f 3-1-1-0, Souther 20 2-1 -0-0.

—'....‘

Pitching (ip-h-r-er-bb-s0) — Stanclift (W41 3-7-3-2-0-6), Loftis (12/3-2-1-1-0-
3j. Carrasco (8)(1-0-0-0-0-2)

0—'Wareham ss p4-1-2-0.0. Alvarez 25 4-1-4-2, Kuemmerling 3-0-1-0, Lot p/rf
4-0-".J, Bolinger rt/ss 4-0-1-1, Basagoma 3o 2-0-0-0. Smith 1b 3-0-0-0, Mantinez
dh3-0-0-0. A. Alvarez ¢! 3-2-2-0, Veol 0-0-0-0 Pitching — Lot (L){3-5-6-6-4-2),
Wareham (4-3-0-0-0-3)

E — Souther Basagoilia. 2B — Stanclity, Wiecerspan, Warzham. J. Alvarez, A.
Apvarez HR — Meyers (twa on in thid). SB —E, Smith 2, l'wghes C5— Huqnes
Stanchft SF — Kyemmeriin WP — Lot



Stanclift emerges as star
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BY T.M. FASANO
Greeley Tribune

DENVER — If you're an Eaton
Reds fan, the last thing you’d want to
see is Todd Stanclift in another school’s
uniform.

The 6-foot-3, 235 pound sophomore
who excels in baseball. football and
basketball for the Reds, could be a
Greeley West Spartan or Greeley Cen-
tral Wildcat.

Stanclift, who picked up his fourth
win of the year in a six-strikeout 6-4
victory over the Olathe Pirates in the
semifinals of the Class 3A state base-
ball tournament at Regis University on
Friday, lives in Greeley. He went to el-
ementary school in Greeley.

The only reason the big slugger is
wearing the Eaton pinstripes is because

his father, Tim. is employed in the
Eaton school district as a custodian at
Eaton Middle School. Danley even
coached Stanclift’s Dad in the seventh
grade at Eaton in basketball.

Call Stanclift in an Eaton uniform
the luck of the Reds. who won for a
state-record 45th straight time and will
try to defend their state title against the
Lamar Savages at 9:30 a.m. today at
All-City Stadium in a state final re-
match from a year ago.

Stanclift, 16, isn't your ordinary
sophomore. He's bigger than most
sophomores. He throws harder (83
mph) than most sophomores. He hits
better than most juniors and seniors
(.484 batting average).

Last year as a freshman, the Reds’
designated hitter hita school-record | |
home runs and knocked in 37 runs

while finishing the year with a .446 bat-
ting average. He made the Greeley Tri-
bune’s All-Weld team as a designated
hitter. Last fall. he started at defensive
tackle and tight end for the Reds’ foot-
ball team, which made it to the state
semifinals. and was named All-Weld as
a place kicker.

Prior to his start in the semifinals
against the Pirates, Stanclift pitched
three innings last year and started just
one game this season. a two-hit shutout
against Brush in the district champi-
onship game.

This kid has experienced more in his
two years at Eaton than 10 athletes ex-
perience in four.

"My Dad told me the other day,
“You're going to have everything done

by the end of your sophomore year.’
But I’m sure there is a lot inore left af-
ter my sophomore year,” said Stan-
clift, who has a 1.74 earned-run
average and has fanned 31 hitters in
24% innings this year.

There’s no question that Stanclift,
who went 2-for-3 in the No. 5 hole
and pitched into the fifth inning
against the Pirates, has that special in-
gredient that not many athletes pos-
Sess.

“He has kind of a combination of
confidence and just a little bit of a
swagger,” Reds coach Jim Danley
said. “He believes in himself stopping
short of cockiness, but he is someone
who feels like he belongs in those crit-
ical situations.”

All-state shortstop Jeff Meyers
said Stanclift is amazing.

“He may not have slept last night,
but I told him there was no pressure
because we're going to score runs,”
Meyers said. “He just went out and
threw great and he spotted his fast-
ball.”

With the velocity on his fastball
and enough time to develop the
knuckle curveball, the next two years
looks so bright for Stanclift.

“I think he’s got a great future. Be-
fore he’s done he’ll be something spe-
cial,” Danley said. “He’s still got
room to get bigger, leaner and mean-
er, He has a chance to be as good (a
pitcher) as anybody who has ever
come out of Eaton.”

Danley has so much confidence in
Stanclift, who wasn't told he was go-
ing to start against Olathe until the eve
of the semifinal game. Not many
coaches would call on a sophomore to
start in the state semifinals, especial-

ly when he had seniors Paul Loftis
and Josh Isakson ready to co.

“You have to risk sometimes to get
to Saturday with a full tank of fuel.”
Danley said. “Todd’s the kid worth
betting on. You have to admire the
way he walks out there and savs.
‘Hey. I can do this.” You would think
a sophomore would feel that pres-
sure.” -

Pressure? If Stanclift feels it. the
kid with the constant smile on his face
doesn't show it. As a matter of fact.
Stanclift’s having the time of his
young life.

“It's a blast,” said Stanclift, who
started playing baseball at the age of
4. “T put a lot of work into it, but it's
something that just keeps me coming
back for more.”

What a scary thought for Eaton’s
opponents.

JIM RYDBOM
Greeley Tribune

Eaton's
j Todd
Stanclift
runs to first
after a single in
the Reds 6-4 win
over Olathe Friday.

JIM RYDBOM / Greeley Trlbun;e
Eaton’s pitcher Todd Stanclift

?eaps into the pitch in the second
Inning against Olathe Friday.



North Weld Herald
May 27, 1999

Reds head to finals

Win sets up showdown with

by Duane M. Robson

The Eaton Reds baseball team
earned the right to play for the State
Title by holding off Olathe 6-4 in
last Friday's afternoon thriller at
Regis University in Denver. It will
be the fifth time in the last six years
that the Reds will play for the
championship.

Coincidentally, it was the Olathe
Pirates that Eaton defeated 3-1 in
1994 to earn their first State Title.
Eaton has since gone on to win two
more championships and will
attempt to make it back to back
titles when they face off against
rival Lamar. The Reds beat the
Savages in last year's final 3-1 and
have not lost in 45 games, a current
state record.

"You can't get any better than
this," said Todd Stanclift, the games
winning pitcher. The sophomore is
a two year starter and admitted that
today's semi-final contest was "the
biggest in my life." Stanclift scat-
tered seven hits over four innings
while giving up three runs, two of
them earned. He struck out six and
didn't walk a man.

"My off-speed stuff wasn't work-
ing at the start," said Stanclift, "so I
was throwing a lot of fastballs." "I
give a lot of credit to Zach (Hughes,
Eaton's catcher). He was setting up
on the corners and getting the calls
for me." he finished.

The Reds started quickly in the
top of the first. Jason Smith singled
and was followed by a Jeff Meyers
walk. A double steal moved both
runners up a base, when Zach

Hughes singled them home. Olathe
put together a pair of singles and a
fielder's choice to push across one
of their own in the first.

It looked as if Eaton would get
out of the inning unscathed, if not
for a controversial call on a poten-
tial double play ball. With one out
and runners at the corner, Pirate
Kyler Lott ripped a ball up the mid-
dle at second base. Scott Souther
had it played perfectly, scooped the
ball to Meyers at the bag, who then
fired to first. The ball struck the
baserunner, but no interference was
called and the run was allowed to
score.

"I don't like to say anything about
the umpires, but I think it might
have been the wrong call," said
Meyers, a four-year starter at short-
stop. "He stuck his hands up and it
hit him in the arm, but the ump said
he was too far away to slide,"
explained Meyers.

Meyers, who will be making his
third trip to the finals, got a chance
to get that run back in the third
inning. With two runners aboard via
a walk and hit batsman, Meyers
drilled a 2-2 pitch deep over the left
centerfield wall for a three run shot.
The blast turned out to be the game
winner as Eaton held on for a 6-4
victory.

"I was a little behind on his
(pitcher Kyler Lott) high fastball,
and was getting angry with myself,"
said Meyers. "I didn't want to strike
out with men in scoring position,”
he continued. "I just tried to make
contact and got lucky, I guess.”

Lamar

Olathe got a run back in their half
of the inning, but the Reds coun-
tered that when Mike Carrasco sin-
gled home Casey Wiederspan, who
had doubled earlier, to put Eaton
ahead 6-2. The Pirates then man-
aged to sneak home a run in the
fifth off reliever Paul Loftis to close
the gap to 6-3. When Loftis gave up
another in the seventh, Coach Jim
Danley called on Mike Carrasco for
the save.

Carrasco's first pitch was tagged
for a single and the Pirates had run-
ners at first and second with nobody
out. The next batter then sacrificed
the runners to second and third and
Olathe had the tying run in scoring
position with just one out. Carrasco
quickly put out the fire and the
Pirates hope of a comeback by fan-
ning the next two batters to end the
game.

After 45 straight wins, the Reds
must now concentrate on their most
important game of the year, the
showdown with Lamar.

Jeff Meyers seemed to sum up the
day's performance. "Our defense
was good, our pitching was great,
and it was just an all-around solid
performance,” he praised. "It was a
nice win, but we can't celebrate yet.
We've got one more to think about!"
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Rematch

Eaton Reds face
Savage opponent
in 3A Championship

BY T.M. FASANO

Greeley Tribune

DENVER — Panic struck Eaton Reds shortstop
Jeff Meyers like a runaway freight train.

As the senior all-stater was getting ready to warm
up before Eaton’s 6-4 victory over the Olathe Pirates
in the Class 3A state semifinals at Regis University
on Friday, he couldn’t find his worn out, sweat-
stained, lucky baseball cap. Eaton’s victory, minus
Meyers’ old cap, put the defending state champion
Reds (21-0) into the state final game against Lamar
(18-0), 2-1 winners over
Faith Christian (22-1) in the
other semifinal game. The @ Lamar's pitcher
state finals, which begin at  has seen Eaton
9:30 a.m. today at All-City  before / B5
Stadium in Denver, will be a
rematch from last year when
the Reds nipped the Savages 3-1 to win their third
state title in five years.

Meyers’ missing cap in question wasn't any ordi-
nary cap. Meyers has been wearing the same cap
since the summer of his eighth-grade year. The near-
ly five-year-old cap. which looks as though it was
worn during the deadball era before Babe Ruth
played, probably weighs about two pounds with all
the dirt and sweat on it.

When Meyers realized he had left his red and white
-pinstriped cap at home. he had to resort to Plan B.
Teammate Jason Smith had a brand new cap in his
equipment bag and gave it to Meyers.

“It’s been in my bag all year. T haven't taken it out
of my bag except for games.” Mevers said. “Then I
come here and [ find no hat. About an hour before the
game ['m searching through the bag and I'm yelling
at everybody.”

Meyers quickly gave the new cap to assistant
coach Randy Sparkman. whose job was to make it
look as worn and dirty as the one Meyers left at home.

“I spent about five minutes rubbing dirt on it and
stomping on it and wrinkling it up so it looked like
his other hat,” Sparkman said. “T put three years into
that hat in about five minutes.”

That could be the most important five minutes of
work that Sparkman put in all season because Mey-
ers:.came up in the third inning and smacked a three-
run home run over the 3953-foot sign in left center
field for a 5-1 lead over the Pirates (19-4). Meyers’
seventh homer of the season turned out to be the
game-winning hit as the Reds increased their state-
record winning streak to 45 games.

Smith said he could tell that Meyers was somewhat
in a confused state before the game.

“He lost his lucky hat that he had all four years,”
said Smith, who added that he’d let Meyers keep the
cap if the Reds win the state title.

Sophomore pitcher Todd Stanclift put in four
strong innings and struck out six Pirates. Paul Loftis
and Mike Carrasco (RBI single) provided relief help
and Zack Hughes also pounded out a 2-run single, but
it was Meyers’ big blast on a 2-2 fastball off left-han-

der Kyler Lott that proved to be the difference.

Meyers, who leads the Reds with 38 RBI and hit
21 home runs in Legion A baseball last summer. said
he figured Lott wouldn’t throw a 2-2 curveball to him.

“T said. ‘Don’t try to kill it.” T have a problem
sometimes trying to hit the ball too hard,” said Mey-
ers, who knocked out his first home run since April
26. “I just stuck out the bat, got all of it and luckily it
went over.”

Carrasco, who hit a game-winning homer against
Paonia last week that got the Reds to the Final Four,
said Meyers swings a powerful bat.

“That won the game right there. Meyers put us
over the top.” said Carrasco. who fanned the last two
Pirates with the tying run on second base in the sev-

enth inning. “He has a lot of power for a No. 2 hitter
and he’s going to be successful no matter what he

does next year."”

Reds coach Jim Danley said Meyers and Carrasco
are the two players he wants up in the pressure situa-

tions.

“They believe in themselves. They are up there
saying. ‘I can beat this guy and this is my moment
in the sun.” They want to be in that everything on‘

their shoulders position.”

Meyers, who will decide on either Division I-A
Nebraska or Division III powerhouse California
Lutheran for his baseball future in the coming week.

is just concentrating on one more
game as an Eaton Red. He said he
wasn't sure which cap he'd wear in
his final game with the Reds,
though.

Whatever cap Meyers wears, he's
heading to another state title game,
Eaton'’s sixth
appearance in
the 3A
state champi-
onship game in
seven years.

“This is
Mike (Carras-
co) and my
fourth time to
the semifinals.
This will be
our third time

to the state championship game.”
Meyers said. “We've had so much
pressure on us the whole year.
We've been here so much we ex-
pect to win and we know what it
feels like.”

With or without his lucky base-
ball cap.

3A STATE SEMIFINALS
Eaton 4, Olathe 4 —
03 100 ! F ¥ 1
OHS 101 010 1— 4 101
EHS - Todd Stanclit (W 4-0, 7H, 2ER, 0BB, 650). Pau
Loftis {5th, 2H, 1ER, 0BB, 3S0), Mika Carrasca (7th. 1+
OER, 0BB, 250) and Zack Hughss. 28 - Stanclift HR - Jet
Meyars (2 on in 3rd), ABI - Mayars 3, Hughas 2, Ca
OHS - Kyler Lott (L 9-3, 5H, 6ER, 4B8 250 L
Warsham (4th, 3H, OER, 0BB, 350) and Jess Kuam
28 - Wareham, Joss Alvarez, Adrian Alvarsz. R8I - Jo
varez 2, Grag Buollinger.

Lamar 2, Faith Christian 1 y
FCH! 00T D00 0 — ]
LHS 00 000 x— 2 4
“FCHS - Paul Faust [LB-1, 4H, 2EA, 288, 350) and
Moreland. RBI - Scott Nance
LHS - Brad Stiles (W 8-0, 6H, 1£R, 388, 12S0) and Mik7
Kulp. 28 - Mika Thompsan. 38 - Bowia Frost. ABI - Fros:
Stiles,

—
]
Aust



That was then, this is now

Lamar pitcher
remembers Eaton
from 2 years ago

Greeley Daily Tribune

BY T.M. FASANO
Graaley Tribune

DENVER — Lamar’s hard-throw-
ing Mike Thompson remembers it
well. After transferring from tiny
Class 2A Walsh following his fresh-
man year, Thompson was called on to
start against the powerful Eaton Reds
in Lhe Class 3A regional semifinal
baseball game two years ago in En-
glewood.

Thompson held his own, but left
the game with the score tied 4-4 only
to see the Reds score a run for a 5-4
win and a place in the regional cham-
pionship game.

“T was so nervous. [ hit like five
guys with my curveball,” Thompson
recalled. “T was 16, and I'm 18 now.
It’s time to forget the past and go out
there and have fun.”

Savages coach Dave Fassiotto said
Thompson was in awe when he faced
Eaton in 1997.

“I don’t think he realized what it
was like to be in 3A baseball,” Fas-
siofto said.

Two years later, the 6-foot-4, 185-
pound fireballer gets his chance at re-
venge when he starts against the
defending state champion Eaton Reds
(21-0) in the Class 3A state champi-
onship game at 9:30 a.m. today at All-
City Stadium in Denver.

The Reds advanced to their sixth
state final in the last seven years after
a 6-4 win over Olathe in Friday’s
semifinals at Regis University, Lamar
(18-0), behind the 12-strikeout per-
formance of left-hander Brad Stiles,
beat Faith Christian 2-1 in the other
semifinal game.

Thompson, who is 21-0 in high
school. is being recruited by Arizona
State, Wichita State and has a good
chance to get drafted in June in the
first five to 10 rounds. The right-han-
der has been clocked anywhere from
88 mph to 92 mph. He comes in with
a 6-0 record, 0.36 eammed-run average
and 74 strikeouts in 39%4 innings.

“It’s two different ball clubs than
last year,” said Thompson, following
the Savages’ semifinal win. “I don’t
want another 15 strikeouts like last
year, even though they did beat us.
We’'re going to come out on top this
year. I'm not sure if they faced 89
mph this year.”

Last year Stiles fanned 15 Eaton
hitters despite the loss.

May 22, 1999

JIM RYDBOM / Greeley Tribune

Eaton’s Mike Carrasco, far right, gets lifted by his teammates after
striking out the final Olathe batter to end Eaton’s win Friday.

Thompson said he throws a fast-
ball, curveball and a changeup.

“If the curveball doesn’t work, I'm
going to resort to that changeup,”
Thompson said. “I'm still going to
throw that changeup as much as the
curveball or more.”

As far as being the pitcher with the
chance to break Eaton’s 45-game
winning streak, Thompson said: “If
['m the one who breaks it, that would
be an awesome thing and I would be
undefeated my whole high school ca-
reer. [ have to hand it to Eaton. They
are damn good. They're probably one
of the best teams I've seen play.”

Fassiotto said Eaton’s been gearing
up for Stiles or Thompson all season.

“They'll be ready to play. Don’tlet
coach (Jim) Danley kid you,” Fassiot-
to said. “He's been getting ready for
Thompson and Stiles. He just didn’t
know which one he was going to get.
Jim’s a smart guy. [ ain’t fooling
him."”

Thompson is just another star
Lamar pitcher for a program that’s

featured former Savages Doug Bro-
cail (Detroit Tigers), Scott Elarton
(Houston  Astros) and Tyson
Hartshorn (Toronto Blue Jays minor
league organization).

B IKE'S TURN ... Eaton senior
starter Josh Isakson brings a 9-0, 0.70
ERA into the game against the Sav-
ages.

It will be Isakson's first state
championship appearance and his first
in a Final Four.

“I'm going to tell him to go outand
be focused and concentrate. Think of
one thing and that's throwing strikes.”
Reds coach Jim Danley said. “He
doesn’t have to hit. All he has todo is
throw that ball over the plate. The nice
thing about it is that it's very much a
team thing because we’ve got a good
defense. If they hit the ball good
things happen out there. Qur defense
usually plays very well.”

B ON DECK ... Danley said that
Paul Loftis and Mike Carrasco will be
his second and third pitchers against
the Savages

H REMATCH ... In Eaton’s 3-]
win over Lamar in last year's state fi-
nal, the Savages managed just two
hits, one being a solo homer from
Stiles.

*'We knew that Eaton was going to

be (back),"” Stiles said. “Anything can
happen once you get to the state tour-
nament. We're going to go out and try
to score some runs for Mike. Sweet
revenge is great. Let’s hope it hap-
pens.”
B WHAT'S THE CALL? ...
Danley argued a call long and hard in
the first inning. With one out and
Olathe's Jess Kuemmerlin on first
and Jose Alvarez on second, cleanup
hitter Kyler Lott hit a shot to Reds
second baseman Scott Souther to-
ward the second base bag. Souther
flipped the ball to shortstop Jeff
Meyers for the second out and Mey-
ers threw to first base to try and com-
plete the easy double play.

The only problem was that Mey-
ers’ throw nailed Kuemmerlin in the
helmet and Lott was ruled safe at first.
Danley argued that Kuemmerlin
made no attempt to get out of the way
of Meyers' throw and should have
been ruled out.

Alvarez scored one batter later on
a hit by Greg Bollinger.

“I've never seen the rule applied
any differently. It’s always interfer-
ence,” Danley said. “The runner must
go down at any point to get out of the
way of the throw. The umpire was rul-
ing it non-interference because the
runner was a long ways away from
second base. I said, ‘It makes no dif-
ference. He has to get out of the way
of that throw. We have to have the
right to throw that ball.” ™

B ON RADIO ... The Eaton-
Lamar game can be heard on Greeley
radio station KKFN (1310 AM) be-
ginning at 9:25 a.m.

W PIRATES STOPPER
Olathe shortstop Landon Wareham
who went 2-for-4 and pitched fou:
scoreless innings in relief of Lott
played for Eaton during the fal
league.

“He drove all the way over L
Eaton to play fall ball. That guy is i
player,” Danley said.

Wareham said the Reds know how
to win.

“That's what they're good ut
You've got to play vour best. If you
give them one thing they're going
use you,” Wareham said.

B LOCAL CONNECTION ..
Olathe’s Bollinger is the brother ot
Fort Lupton baseball coach Dan
Bollinger.
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Eaton, Lamar get rematch for 3A title

Reds run str
to 45 after 6-4
win over Olathe

By Kyle Ringo
Spwiedd it Nt

e

ak has reached 45, but everyone in
Eaton is counting to 4

[aton captured 1ts 45th consecutive hase-
bl wictory Frnday — extending its state
yevord — beating Olathe 6.4 in a Cliss 34
1 lat Regs University, but it dicn®t
e moments.

v Lamar today at 9:30 am. al
in a rematch of last season's
championship game. The Reds (21-0), who
Haven't Jost simce Kent Denver beat them in
tlye etmifinals in 19497, left the field thankful for

relief pitcher who thirives with the pressure
of  sepsont op His shonlders and a shortstop
wh hits home nuns.

Eatm’s Mike Carrasco came to the mound
it e bottorm of the seventh inning with twa
runnets on and the ving rum at the plate. He
allowed sne run to seore when Olathe second
lasentan Juse Alvarez drove i his brother
Adrian Alv: who had doubled to-start the
uihing. A sacrifice unt by catcher Jess Kuem-
metdn moved Jose Alvarez and shortstop
1 Wineham to second and third base,

ectively. Then Carrasco struck out two
mm ve to end the gme ad earn his fourth
save,

I've been in situmtions where it's do-orsdie
Itdire,” Cartasco said. “1know [ love to be in
that situmtion. That's how it should be. A state
setrufinal should be clos
T tosp hilf of the )\'['\Llh]ﬂl‘llﬁgﬂldL‘dHﬂ
veontroversial call ot first base.

Earon's Jush Yarber was called out when it
appearer he had beaten out a throw by Greg
ilinger, who stopped Yarber's sharp ground-
v the fringe of fhe grass in left fiekd, Eaton
uncher Zack Hughes was left in scoring posi-
tionen third base.

Carrasco’s effort in the bottom half of the
winng nullified what might have been a game-
changing call.

With Eaton Teading 2-1 in the top af the third
wrnni the Reds' Jefl Meyers connected with a
| from (lathe starter Kyler Lot and
mched it over the leftcenter fickl wall 10
irve m three nuns.

Lot had hit second baseman Scott Souther
with & pmh to start the mmng, He walked
center fielder Jason Smith after getting ahead
i the count 02, and Lott was ahead in the
Vit 62 _\]r\-f-rahf-frrrf-Ihylmmf:ﬁ\u.

| was a little behind pn (Latt's) high fast-
Il Mevers said. “f got a little angry. | was
unl rymg to m'lhm contact and | got a Tittle
Incky, | suess,

Olathe (1940 Jost the semifinal for the
stovrinil e nn\-c-mtn'r'} clg

“It's frustratmg” Olathe coach Joe Archu-
sty samel, ... We had our opportumities. We
st dwin't Lm a hit when we needed one, but
hat's hasehall.”

The Alvarez hrothers combines] for six hits
i seven at-bats, scoring three nims angd driving
m two,

Eston
Oisihe

E
ATl City Fiele

T35 Loty 11

1. Summmerinc 1 '-.:mw

Brad Stiles of Lamar delivers a pitch during the Savages' 2‘1 victory Frlday over Faith
Christian in the Class 3A state baseball semifinals at Regis University.

Cast chosen for prep Senior All-Star game

News Staff

The seventh annual Senior All-Star base-
Imlli game is scheduled for June & at Conrs
Field.

Sponsored by the Coloradn Rockies and
the Colorado High School Basehall Conches
Association, the game will feature more
than 40 of the state’s top semors, who were
selected hy a panel of area professiwongl
scouts, coaches and media,

The game 15 scheduled to begin 30 min-
utes following the conclusion of the Rockies
gume against the Milwaukee Brews Ad-
mission 1o the high school event
froe. In the event of a rainout. the game will
e played June 7 at 10a.m.

PURPLE TEAM
utn Boto, Niwot: Don Emmiars, Paaniy
apety M, Derste Gy, Dkrta Ridga. Jestin
lirsts Fraoch: Mirte Millar: Pashia, e 1. Gahnn.
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Gnaches; Marc Johnsan, Cherry Creek; Jim Danley, Eaton

Pitghers — Shane Haas, Auro Chrifttar Sryan King, Cherry Cmes,
Randy Smith, Arvama Viest. Bead Sties, Lamar; Mike Thompson
Lumar, Jon Weltho®t. Rifie. Niek White, Arapahoe

Catehers — Kan Pangon, Acapahor; Tony Piozza, Farview, Angy
Wi, s Jeffesssn

Inlintdars — Jortdan Cantulsmensa, Charry Cooen. M Canasco
Entore Jese Crain Fasyiww. Dirch Kahel, For Costing: Uit Wdyors.
Eaton) Ahony Pannooe. Raaiet, Ryan Strn. Oy Creek, Chvis
Tyllr Arvacts West,

Duttinidmry — dermemy Craghead, Araada Woet Bradiey dones
Thaatsas Jetfarsnn| Gt Mig, Fairdes, Jasan Smith. Eaton
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Pitnies — Gowg Acein Hamsan; Jusiin Fearik, Sinting infintders
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Stiles, Savages
beat Faith, earn
shot at crown

By Kyle Ringo

Specal o e Neves

Attt
it st
morning it Al City Fiel.
vapes are happy

10 will be long-awaited thespy vr

tlu'\' ]mi hoped, Tamit canied
wanted for 12 months on Friday
¢ — another shor o

al Regis LU
Eaton an the

' squeaked past prevansly
¥ i 20 1 o Clivss 34
senifis

Lamar also is unbeaten (1R-0) and Eatii

Tyest bon Lo e
st siid
1 up to) plav

lgmn' !n i 12 momths
I_1n|n: logt the champ

wship Eame 1

Eaton last season 3-1 de stellar offiat
Y sta whe struch

out 15and ta home run,
samie i thy

Stiles showed more of the
on's semifindl. The sefiier soiithpaw
wlit 12 Faith Christian batters while
|)|I| hing a complete gaime for his Gighth »
of the vear without & loss. Despite the
;;wu!\ uuullu £5. ‘.:Iu struled thriigl

Yovivusly they wonld have e, 1) T
unilefeated. T made a couple of mistike

wh\\h lost n the sermifi
|..1[. ||\.| ylar ml tom, will e Kackang tsel
foir et making the ::nrw afits vty apporty

nities agdinet Lamar’s strogeling ace. e
Eagles stranded three ruiers i scoring
position iy the first three mnmgs. including
twa who had reachot third ise.

Faith Christinn coach Rafph Nance
the Jone loss will stick i the Lagles™ b
because they wasted several sconng
chances.

“T thind the one 1s the thing that we
draw an (o get back here next year,
~;.|an

“Tolose this game that close wi \H sureiv
b a jumping-off point for next yea

I: T ul ailed a puity rhit pitoh
e by Panl .
1o complete game, mejuds
mnimgs Alter surviving o
rough firstinning.

Famar scoved both 1 runs o the vpeemimge
ML

Catchier Mike Kulp singled 1
Tead off the 1nminy

Twa hatters later.

il fielid 1

shortstop Bowie Frist

tripled to the gapin rightscenter todive
! Kulp.

Jucoh Pavey, who w
Stiles drove in F
ball to first.
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JIM RYDBOM / Greeley Tribune

Eaton's Jeff Meyers fires the ball to first baseman Josh Yarber as he turns a double play in
Eaton'’s 6-4 state semifinal win over Olathe at Regis University Friday.



Eaton

Reds lose

with grace

Eaton High
School player
Jason Smith,

right, bows his
head in
disappointment
near the end of
the Class 3A
state baseball
championship
game at
All-City
Stadium in
Denver on
Saturday.
Eaton lost to
Lamar 10-2,
ending the
Reds’ 45-game
winning streak.

JIM RYDBOM
Greeley Tribune

ENVER — HIGH school kids
surprise vou sometimes.

In a good way. Just when
vou think you’ve got them figured out,
they leave you shaking your k}ead.

Take the baseball players from
Eaton, for example. The Reds broke
the state record with 43 consecutive
victories last weekend and locked as
though they would never lose again.

Throw out Disneyland. Enter the
land of reality.

The winning streak ended at 45
games after a 10-2 spanking by the
Lamar Savages in the Class 3A state
championship game Saturday at All-
City Stadium

You find out a lot abuut the charac-
ter of kids and coaches who haven't
lost a game in more than WO years.
and then lose in the state champi-
onship game.

Some teams have a bunch of_char-
acters you dread approaching after a
loss. It was interesting to see how
these Reds would respond after the
streak finally ended.

No characters in this group. Instead,
the Reds displayed plenty of character.

The character and class that carried
the Reds through 435 straight wins for-
oot to leave this group of teenagers.

While the Savages, behind the dom-
inating pitching of Mike Thompson,
celebrated on the third base side, the
Reds had about a minute to think
about what just hit them before they
had to answer questions from re-
porters.

The way the Reds handled the loss
probably surprised more people in
Denver than the way they fell to
Thompson's sizzling fastballs and baf-
fling curveballs.

The same players who crushed op-
ponents over the past two seasons
were crushed inside. but the words
coming from their mouths were as
genuine as the pinstripes they wear.

The Reds, who scored in double

fizures 37 times during the 45-game
winning streak. had to talk about what
it felt like to be dominated.

Instead of looking at the infield dirt
and pulling the bill of their baseball
caps down over their eyes, the Reds
looked every reporter in the eyes and
answered each question without
flinching,

There was Jeff Meyers, who had hit
a game-winning three-run home run not
even 24 hours before in the semifinals,
acting no differently after the Lamar
loss than he did during the 45 previous
victories. The only thing that concerned
Mevyers, a four-vear starter at shortstop,
was the realization that he would take
off the Reds” uniform one final time.
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TIMI
FASANO

Greeley | ,
Tribune NS

There was Reds starter Josh Isakson
explaining how the Savages roughed
him up for six earned runs in two-plus
innings. Isakson wasn’t dodging any-
body. He was just disappointed that his
first loss as an Eaton pitcher happened
to be in his last game as an Eaton play-
er.

There was third baseman Mike Car-
rasco, who on the same field a year ago
hit the game-winning single and saved
the game in relief against Lamar in the
state title game. saying Lamar was the
better team.

Eaton player after Eaton player said
all the right things. No excuses from
them or Reds coach Jim Danley. Some
of them stopped and talked to the play-
ers from Lamar as they went to the
team bus.

The last Eaton loss before Saturday
was two years and one week ago in
the state semifinals against Kent Den-
ver. Since that loss, the Reds have
been on one wild ride that nobody

could have predicted.

Saturday was a reality check for the
Reds. They came out of it looking
stronger and earning more respect than
they ever did during the winning
streak.

*All you can do is just be forthright,
gracious and magnanimous and say that
they just beat the pants off us this time,”
Reds catcher Zack Hughes said.
“You've got to be able to win good and
you've got to be able to lose good. too.”

For 45 consecutive games, the Reds
were good winners. But it took a sev-
en-inning game — 1 hour, 55 minutes
to be exact — to show that the Reds
also know how to lose with grace.

No excuses. No whining. All char-
acter.

High school kids do surprise you
when you least expect it.

T.M. Fasano is a sportswriter for the
Greeley Tribune. He can be reached at
352-0211, Ext. 287.



The Streak

While The Streak ended a couple decades ago, it will never be forgotten, and it helped perpetuate many other Reds’
streaks that continued through the 2015 season, including all-time state records for the most consecutive State
Tournament appearances (33 straight) and Regional Championships and Final Four Appearances (23 straight).
Congratulations to the dozens of Reds that battled to earn The Streak, which represents one of the most remarkable
achievements in the history of one of the nation’s most remarkable programs.

Reds’ 45 Consecutive Game Win Streak, 1998-1999
Non-League | League

#1 March 13 Thompson Valley Eaton w 12-2
#2 March 14 Greeley West Eaton w 10-2
#3 March 14 Valley Butch Butler - Greeley w 13-0
#4 March 17 Denver Christian Denver Christian w 8-4
#5 March 26 Sheridan Eaton W 21-2
#6 March 28 Wray Wray w 20-6
#7 March 28 Wray Wray w 23-4
#8 April 01 Holy Family Eaton W 14-4
#9 April 04 Platte Valley Eaton W 13-0
#10 April 04 Platte Valley Eaton w 6-1
#11 April 09 Fort Morgan Fort Morgan W 17-9
#12 April 11 Brush Brush W 13-1
#13 April 11 Brush Brush W 7-0
#14 April 18 Yuma Eaton w 10-0
#15 April 18 Yuma Eaton W 10-2
#16 April 25 Highland Eaton W 10-0
#17 April 25 Highland Eaton w 12-2
#25 March 11 Sheridan Denver w 211
#26 March 19 Thompson Valley Eaton w 14-9
#27 March 20 Windsor Eaton W 15-5
#28 March 20 Greeley West Butch Butler - Greeley w 11-3
#29 March 23 Holy Family Holy Family W 14-4
#30 March 25 D”Evelyn Eaton w 9-3
#31 April 06 Platte Valley Kersey w 11-0
#32 April 07 Platte Valley Kersey W 12-1
#33 April 12 Brush Eaton W 12-0
#34 April 12 Brush Eaton w 3-2
#35 April 17 Yuma Yuma w 17-0
#36 April 17 Yuma Yuma W 14-2
#37 April 26 Highland Eaton w 28-0
#38 April 26 Highland Eaton w 16-0
#39 May 04 Wray Eaton W 21-1
#40 May 04 Wray Eaton w 12-2

[ #45 | May21 Regis Field - Denver [ o4 |
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THE STREAK
1998-1999
45 CONSECUTIVE WINS

Platte Valley Holy Family



